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PREFACE

With the expansion of Arab-Japanese economic relations, it has been
earnestly needed to have a closer academic tie between Japan and Arab
World, through research activities, documentations and discussion Deat-
ings. In this vein, we embarked on a joint study project on the Arab-
Japanese relations in 1978. The main purpose of the project is to pro-
mote studies on various aspects of Arab-Japanese relations since 15th
century and thereby contributing to the intensification of Arab-Japanese
relations on cultural and academic level.

As part of our program, the International Symposium on Arab-Japa-
nese Relations was successfully held in Tokyo during the period from 27
to 23 March 1979, with thirty-two participants including eight scholars
from Arab countries. This volume contains the excellent papers sub—
mitted, which are broadly dealt with the following areas.

1. Modernization in Japan and the Arab World

2. Pelitical, economic and cultural relations between Japan and the
Arab World

3. Arab studies including language education and understanding of the
Arabs in the schools of Japan

We believe that they represent a preliminary and very useful work to

further our joint study project.

We wish to thank the Japan Foundation and the Toyota Foundation
whose generous financial aids helped make the symposium itself, and
this report, possible.

October 10, 1380
Shinji Maejima

Chairman, Japan National Committee
for the Study of Arab-Japanese
Relations
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OPENING ADDRESS

Found Heshem Awed

Your Imperial Highness Prince Mikasa, Dr. Shinji Maejima, Chairman of
the Japan Mational Committee for the Study on Japan-Arab Relations, your
Excellencies Ambassadors, Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of Dr. Seifi-eddin Abulezz, who has worked very hard in
the organization of the present symposium and earnestly hopes for its
success, but who is unable to be here in person due to unavoidable cir-
cumstances, it is my honor to speak to you at the opening session of
this significant gathering.

AS you know, our joint programme was formed last year, arnd both of
its national counterparts have in their membership many scholars and
professors in various disciplines, such as history, geography, economics,
polities, and many other areas of cultural study. The participants from
Arab countries to the symposium are comprised mainly of staff members of
the Egyptian universities, but we are now endeavoring to strengthen its
activities in the hope that we may enlist the cooperation amnd support of
a still wider circle of capable persons in the future.

1 believe that joint studies by Japanese and Arab thinkers and
scholars, as we can observe at our gathering here today, will not only
promote mutual cultural relations, but will also maks it possiblae to
find ways and means for materializing effective jeint work between our
Ewa peoples in the future. We would like to express our sincere grati-
tude to the Japan Foundation, whose invaluable assistance both finan-
cially, and spiritually, has played a great role in furthering the col-
laboration of our two peoples. We must also express our many thanks to
the Institute of Develaping Economies for its efforts in keeping us in
contact with various other research institutes and scholars interested
in a scientific joint work between the Japanese and the Arabs.

As we all know, Japan has made great strides in recent decades,
and we have much to learn from this phenomenon. Within the comparative
study of various aspects of the history, geocgraphy, economy, and cul-
ture-of Japan and the Arab countries, I think many interesting topics
emerge for discussion. As we understand it, the Japanese sconomy is
based on large-scale modern industries on the cne hand, and traditional
agriculture on the other, and it depends largely upon foreign countriesg
for its industrial raw materials and fuel. Japan looked for markets for




its commodities (even the Meiji era showed many signs of this), and in- inguiries, to make their further promotion possible.

creasingly made its way into international markets in order to pay for In concluding my speech, let me express my earnest hope and ex-
necessary raw materials and fuel. In keeping up the nation's large- pectations that the symposium starting tomorrow will prowe a great
scale industrialization and playing an even game on the international success,

market arena with the mere advanced industrial nations, richer in na- Thank you.

tural resources, Japanese human resources were indeed a great asset.
While we Arabs all marvel at the great achievements of Japan and regard
it as the only Asian nation to reach the height of the Western nations,
we know, nevertheless, that its tremendous industrial progress is not a
mere copy from the West, and nor can it be accredited to support from
the West.

The Arab countries are fortunately blessed with both natural and
haman resources. Now that these resources have come to be valued more
than ever before, we believe that the lessons learnt from the Japanese
experience can be put to effective use. Cooperative relationships be-
tween the Arab countries and Japan should be furthered not only because
the latter is largely depemdent on the former for fuel resources, but
also because in recent years the imbalance in our mutual trade exceeds
10 billion dollargs annually.

In Japan and the Arah cguntries we can see similarities in many
regards: their histories, peoples, and geocgraphical positions. We know
from history that the religious teachings of Buddhism once tied together
a spirit of friendship in the vast area of Asia, from Ceylon in the west
to the easternmost islands of Japan. As for Islam, oan the other hand,
the followers of the Caliph and Prophet Muhammad disseminated the teach-
ings of Islam and its walues in Syria, Egypt, and the far crie=s of
Southern Africa. Japan presents a unified nation with a beautifully
integrated cultural amalgam, and the Arabs have similarly strong moral
and spiritual ties among themselves too. Geographically speaking, Japan
commands the strategically important gateway from the Pacific into East
Asia, where the interests of China, the Soviet Union, and the United
States are intricately interwowven. The position of the Arab countries
is also strategically important, as they lie between the three conti-
nents: Africa, Asia and Europe. Here, also, we see conflicting influ-
ences and interests of the great powers.

Today, in order for our relationship to be effective and wvalid, it
goes without saying that we must carry out a comprehensive study on
Japan-Arab relations in their many aspects, and analyze, appraise and
pass a correct judgement on them. Furthermore, I believe that our re-
lations must first be put under the light of fair and proper scientific
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OPENING ADDRESS attending this symposium.

I would also like to thank the Japan Founda-

tion, and the Toyota Foundation, for their genercus financial support.

Shingi Maeyimen Thank you wery much.

His Imperial Highness,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Thanks to both the Arab Rational Committee and the Japan National
Commi ttee, the first symposium on Arab-Japan relations has been made
possible. It is our great pleasure and honour to be able to welcome all
those distinguished scholars from Arab countries here to Tokyo, especial-
ly now, when the cherry-blossoms are at their best.

We Japanese have been prowd of our exclusive, long-established cul-
ture and have made untiring efforts to foster it, whilst at the same time
enthusiastically absorbing prominent foreign cultures. As cultural his-
tory shows, our ancestors were very keen to understand and absorb Chinece,
Indian, and modern European cultures. As for the Arahic or Islamic cul-
ture, one of the most influential cultures in the world, we have unfortu-
nately paid less attention to it. I am now examining just why we have
not felt the necessity to absorb it, and will give my own explanations
later on. Gradually from the latter half of the nineteenth century, how-
ever, there appeared a few pecple who suddenly realized the greatness of
the Arab countries and their culture and who wished to promote goodwill
between the two nations. Encouraged by those predecessors, we have de-
voted ocurselves to the study of Arabic culture for about fifty years,
during which period the level of our knowledge on Arabic culture has made
remarkable progress. For example, many young Japaness go to study in
Cairo and other cities of Arab countries, whilst in Japan the number
wanting to learn Arabic continoes teo grow. Fifty years ago, who counld
have anticipated such a situation? WNowadays, there are many people
stressing the necessity of cultural exchanges between us. In the light
of this situation, the following two points are important areas for mu-—
tual research: How have the two nations, with their respectively long-
established histories, conducted cultural exchanges? How should we pro-
mote this cooperation in the future?

We are sure that this symposium will produce many valuable results,
and are anxious for this kind of symposium to be hald regularly in the
future also. As the president of the Committee, I wish to express my
gratitude to His Imperial Highness, Prince Mikasa, who was kind enocagh
to answer for the Honorary Adviser of the Japan National Committee in

AL




ARAB-JAPANESE ECONOMIC RELATIONS

Fowad Hashem Auvd

1. The General Picture:

Economic relations between Japan and the Arab countries reflect
both the growing importance of pil in Arab trade and the special posi-
tion that pil imports occepy in the growth of the Japanese aconomy.
The development €ffort on the part of the Arab countries, coupled
after 1973 with immensely growing financial respurces, are making the
Arab market one of the prime areas of export orientation for Japanese
industry and know-how. A few words on the general economic indicators
of growth in the two regions are perhaps worth noting.

During the nineteen seventies, the Arab gross domestic preduct
increased from just under 40 billionm dollars im 1970 to 155 billion
dollars in 1976, at an average annuval rate of growth of 25%; the
petroleum sector (and the petroleum producing countries) accounted
for much of that sustained increase. In 1976 the petroleam sector
accounted for 56 per cent of G.D.P., while agriculture was 7% and in-
dustry only 6i; services accounted for 30 per cent. In the same year
fixed capital formation amounted to 34 billion dollars, or some 22%
of gross domestic product while gross naticnal savings reached 45%.
These global figures for the region hide, of course, very serious
discrepancies from one country to another.

Omn the other hand, foreign trade and international payments oc-
cupy a dominant position im the Arab Economy. Im 1975/76 Arab exports
of goods and services were over 60% of G.D.P. while imports were worth
only 30t. Over the years of the seventies both exports and imports
increased ten fold to reach in 1977 about 98 bhillion dollars for ex-—
ports {(up from $89% billion in 1976) and 64 billion dollars for imports
{up Erom $50 billion in 1976). Foreign trade of the oil-producing
countries represents 92 per cent and 73 per cent of total Arab exports
and imports of goods and services, respm:tively.*

Although Arab foreign trade formed rather an insignificant part
of total world trade (B% of world exports and 4% of world imports dur-
ing 1974/76), it contributed almost 30% of the total exports of the

* The foreign trade balance of the Arab Region showed a surplus
of $34 billion in 1976, which was in fact the difference between
a2 gross surplus of %44 billion for the oil producing countries and
a deficit of $10 billion for non-oil producing countries.

developing countries, and 17% of the their total imports.

The Japanese economy enjoyed a period of sustained accelerated
economic growth of almost two decades that raised Japan's grose na-
tional product to the third highest GNP in the world. From the late
1950's and until 1972 Japan's real gross national product rose at an
average annual rate of about 10 per cent and industrial output by 12
per cent. The world-wide inflation of 1973 affected Japan, as it did
other advanced industrial nations, and a slow-down of sconomic growth
was later followed by a period of recovery starting 1576; a 6 to 7
per cent average annual rate of growth of real gross national product
during the rest of the 1970's is planned (2 7% rate was promised at
the Bonn Summit for the fiscal year 1978, although many Japanese eco-
nomists think it would be difficult to achieve), and a steady 5% an-
nual rate for the 1980's is thought feasihle,

The Japanese gross national product reached $565'%) Billien in
1976 and $643'Vbillion in 1977. Fixed capital formation was some
32 per cent of GNP over 1976/77. (It may be interesting to notice
that this is almost five times as much the combined fixed capital
formation in all the Arab countries).

This fast rise imn produoction, its diversity and the success of
Japan in adapting that were features of the growth of the 1960's
strengthened very significantly the country's foreign current acocount
position by the end of the decade, making Japan a major exporter of
long-term capital. The events of 1973 however wiped out the surplus
of Japan on current account and Japanese exports of goods and servi-
ces totalled $89.2 billion in 1577 ") (up from $80 billion in 1976,
and imports were 5B89.5 billion lup from $77.5 billion in 1976).

The favourahble developments of the esarlier period had led to an ac-
cumulated surplus of over $17 billion by 1973 making pos=zible an in-
crease of about $8 billion in the net ocutflow of long-term capital.
Japan had thus becoms a major donor of capital. The total flow of
financial resources from Japan to developing countries in 1976
amounted to more than $4 billion of which one-guarter was in gfficial
Development Assistance (ODA). Japan now holds fourth position among
the pac'?) member countries ([after the USA, Cermany P.R. and France).

Although foreign trade plays 2 much smaller role in the Japanese
GDP than in the case of the Arahb Region, the dependence of Japan on

(1) Estimate.
(Z) Development Assistance Committes,
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foreign trade does not require emphasis. Japan depends on overseas
supply sources for most of its energy needs, and in the case of oil
the dependence is almost complete. The growth of its exports can
also.be said to be of significant importance, both to pay for its
inflated import bill and to sustain the growth of its domestic
product .

The Growth of Arab-Japanese Economic Relations:

The rapid growth of economic interests between Japan and the
Arab World is guite recent. The Japanese recognition of the import-
ance of the Arab World as a major source of natural resources, par-
ticularly but not only petroleum, and an extensive field for Japa-
nese investments started perhaps after the second World War. The
Arab countries, on the other hand, have always watched the Japanese
development stride with interest and admiration. More recently,
with Arab economic development under way, and with vast financial
resources becoming available in the area, the rise of Japan in the
last two decades toc become ons of the major industrially advanced
countries in the world, and the successful attempt of Japan to trans-
fer, adapt and produce technology are very good reasons for the Arab
world to look to Japan for much closer economic ties and cooperation.

The growth in Arab-Japanese economic relations can be witnessed

from the following:
1. Arab exports to Japan increased from about 5 per cent of total

Arab exports at the beginning of the present decade to over
20 per cent in 1977, thus rising from $1.1 billion to over
$18 billion, or sixteen fold (table 1).

2. Japanese exports to the Arab Region increased from about 3 per-
cent of total Japanese exports in the early 1970's to owver 8
per cent in 1977, thus rising from about $400 million in 1970
to over $8 billion, or twenty-fold (table 1).

3. Contracts awarded in the Arab Region to Japanese firms rose in
the last couple of years 1977/78 to what is worth over $7000
million in each year: thase coverad areas of industry (iron &
steel, petrochemicals, textiles, natural gas, wvehicles, cement
works, communications, construction & contracting, dredging &
reclamation, desalination, hotels, electricity and power, etc.).
Two Arab countries took up 50 per cent of the total worth of
these contracts, shared between them almeost egually: they are
Irag and Saudi Arabia.

4.

Export finance credit from the Japanese government-owned Ex-
port-Import Bank to the Arab countries also went up very
markedly during the last year. This is an area where the new
role of the Arab markets is of particular significance both to
Japancse dealers and Japanese surplus Ffunds.

Japanese businessmen had found in the Arab Region, at a
time when other significant markets for Japan (the U.5.A. and
Europe} weres protesting against, and resisting, Japanese pene-
tration of their economies, = wast market gquite willing to take
up almost everything the Japanese have to offer. With the
slump in the ship industry and the collapse of Japanese ship
exports, ship export financing which used to absorb more than
530% of the funds of the Export-Import Bank shrunk guite sharply.
In 1978 it went down to only one-guarter of total lending.

The Middle East, particularly the Arah countries, was stepped

in to replace the shrinking ship export finance. Total lending
from the Export-Import Bank of Japan to the Middle East in 1977
in the form of supplier credit went up to 37 per cent, compared
with only 5 per cent in 1976. This amounted to $815 million,

2 nine-ford increase on the 1976 level. Irag alone got two
massive contracts of $550 million worth of Export-Import finance
for a thermal power plant and fertiliser plant.

Arab and Japanese money and capital markets are also getting
to play a role - although still a rather minor one - in the
growing economic cooperation movement between the two regione.
The Japanese capital is gradually luring more Arab buyers, and
is growing steadily to be a market for Arab financial invest-
ment, at a time when the value of other foreign exchanges is
depreciating on world markets. The penetration of Arab buyers
into the Japanese bond market began in 1974 when Saudi Arabia
bought $200 million worth of these bonds. Since then the oil
producing countries are believed to have bought an average of
$300-500 million worth a year through 1977. During the first
guarter of 1978 alone Japanese bond sales to Middle East buy-
ers reached $1000 million. Abu Dhabi alone bought bonds worth
$200 million, Saudi Arabia perhaps more, and Ruwait and Qatar
have also been in the market.

At the same time, Japanese exporters are raising short-
term loans on the Saudi market as a hedge against exchange

— -




losses caused by the rising value of the Yen and to protect
their financial commitments. Such loans are in Saudi Riyals,

and are normally for 3-5 years.

111. Areas of Mutual Economic Interest:

1. Exchange of Goods:

The growth of foreign trade between Japan and the Arab World
reflects the special position that each region has come to occ-
cupy in relation to the other. Japan/Arab foreign trade was
arcund 5200 million immediately after the second World War. It
now is in the vicinity of 530,000 million. The number of con-
tracts aof heavy ipdustrial machinery awarded to Japanese ax-
porters in the Middle Bast increased from just ome in the early
1950°"s to 46 in 1975; their wvalus was over one-billion dollars.
While, in the early 1950's the Middle East accounted for only
0.5 per cent of the value of total Japanese exports of heavy
machinary, it rose to 22 per cent in 1975. The Middle East has

thus become the second major export market for Japan
{see table 53).

On the other hand, about &0 per cent of Japan's energy needs
are provided for by Arab countries. Over 56 per cent of Japan's
oil imports come from three Arab countries in the Gulf area:
Saudi Arabia (30%), FKuwait and the United Arab Emirates (20E).
Other Arab countries provide at least ancther 10 per cent of all
Japan's oil imports. At the same time, Japan is now the biggest
exporter to the Gulf ocil-producing countries. )

Japan's dependence on the Arab Region for oil is thus being
gradually matched by a growing dependence of that region en
Japan for the provision of machinery and eguipment reguired for
the economic development of the region. Interdependence is thus
coming to replace - though very slowly — the one-way relation-
ship of dependence of one area on the other. Other areas of
economic cooperation which are growing in importance too are the
transfer of capital, direct technical assistance programmes,
joint wventures and the transfer of technology.

A general feature of the exchange of goods between Japan
and the Arab Region has been the growing surplus in favour of
that region. Over the years, that surplus has grown to r=ach
some 510 billion per annum (tables 1). The picture is not the
same however for each Arab country. While the cil-producing

-1 0=

countries in general have a surplus on their trade balance with
Japan, the non—oil producing countries have a deficit (tables
2, 3}. At the same time, among the oil-producing countries
group, the surplus was enjoyed by the Gulf-Area countries,
while Algeria and Irag come under the deficit group, Libya is
rather a marginal case (tabla 2). Another way of putting this
is to say that with the exception of only three countries, Saudi
Arabia, Kuwait and the United Arab Emiratec - the whole region
1s in effect in deficit with Japan. The surplus of these coun-
tries with Japan amounted in 1977 to almost $11 billian, with
Saudi Arabia‘'s share reaching 65 per cent of the total (table
2). This explains the recent growing interest in the Sawdi
Arabian market and the concentration of Japanese invastments -
referred to earlier - in this market.

Another interesting observation on the country forsign
trade figures in table 2 is that in one case at least - Irag -
Japanese investment & loans quickly grasped the opportunity of-
fered by the potentialities for development of oil-money and
raised the exports of Japan to Irag twenty fold between 1973
and 1977; from under $50 million to about $1000 million. In
Algeria a similar trend is also observed whers Japanese exports
rose from $50 million in 1973 to over $500 millicn in 1977. In
both instances, irrespsctive of oil-money, but because of the
real large potentialities for development, an initially small
dificit on trade with Japan continued to grow into a relatively
huge one, particularly in the case of Algeria.

Japanese trade with the Arabh Region is guite concentrated
and has grown more so over the Years, apparently because of tha
impact of o0il in this trade, Ninety per cent of Japan's imperts
from the Area continued to come From only six Arab countries:
Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Kuwait, Oman, Irag and
Bahrain; the first accounts for over 50%. Over eighty percent
of Japans' exports went again to six Arab countries: Saudi Arabia,
Kuwait, Irag, the United Arab Emirates, Algeria and Egypt; one-
third of the total supplied ths market of the first. Ten years
ago these same six countries absorbed only sixty per cent of
total Japanese exports: the share of the first country was at
that time less than 20 pPer cent (see table 4).



2. Other Areas of Economic Cooperation:

i- Technical Cooperation:

In the field of economic cooperation there is a growing
movement towards closer ties with the Arab Begion. Figures
on the activities of Japan's Internatiocnal Cooperation Agency
show that in 1977 some 17 per cent of coverssas trainees came
from the Middle and Near East, 1l per cent of total experts
dispatched abroad and 16 per cent of Overseas Cooperation Vel-
unteers went to that region. The total number of overseas par-
ticipants accepted was over 29000 and the number of dispatched
experts, including survey teams, was about LBOO0D in 1977 "‘”.
Examplez of major technical cooperation projects in the Arab
countries are:

- Centre Hospitalier et Universitaire, Universite des

Sciences et des la Technologis d'Oran, Algeria;

- Drug Quality Control, Tunisia;

- HNureing Education and Research, Egypt:

- Arab Maritime Transport Academy, Egypt.
ii- Japanese direct investments in the Arab Region have
besn in the past, and still are rather neogligible. Owver
the last 25 years, for example, total direct investments
in the Arab countries were a little over 5 one billion
lan average of § 40 million per annum)] representing in-
vestments in some 90 projects. These investments were
less than 5 per cent of Japan's total direct investments
abroad during that period (table &).

The disparity between this very modest figure for invest-
ments and the volume of Japanese foreign trade with the Arab
Region which now amounts to over 25 per cent of its total for-
eign trade is worth noting. The trend in recent years is not
different. In FY 1976 total direct investments in the Arab
countriss were only $134 million representing 3.8 per cent of
total Japanese direct investments abroad in that year, while
in FY 1977 the figures went down further to $53 million and
1.8 per cent respectively (2) -

0f course the fact that Japan has a huge trade deficit
with the Arab Region as a whole is part of that sodest share

Look Ja » Vol. 24, ¥o. 269, Aogust 10, 1978, pp. 526.
Ibid, p. ;4.

of Japanese investments in the Arab countries. Normally,

a trade balance in this case would reguire a reverse flow of
long-term capital. The recent movement of Arab investors to
buy bonds on the Japanese capital market is witness to this.
Compared with the deficit on the Japanese trade balance with
the major Arab cil-exporting countries, this new form of capi-
tal transfer in favour of Japansse balance of payments positicn
is not expected to be really effective. On the ather hand, the
surplus which Japan enjoys in its trade with the rest of the
Arab world is not well matched by a corresponding flow of in-
vestment capital to those countries. Japan has perhaps been
more occupied until now with the impact of its huge imports of
oil from the major Arab oil exporting countries, on the vulner-
ability of its economy and the problem of balancing its forsign
payments.

1ii = Japan has thus come to realise that a certain degree of

interdependence with the Arab wWorld would have to replace the
present picture of simple two-way dependence of each area on
the other with no generally broad framework of joint interests
to guide that relationship.

Another avenue of financial cooperation between Japan and
the Arab Region lies in Official Development Assistance (ODA).
This is particularly so with respect to non-gil exporting coun-
tries. ODA takes two forms generally; bilateral grants and
bilateral loans. Bilateral grants do not require any repayment

from the recipient country, and with their technical cooperatian

element, they furnish one of the most important forms of suc-
cessful cooperation between countries. One of the developments

Japan has introduced in this field is the "project-type coopera-
tion", which combines the despatch of experts, supply of eguip-
ment and receiving counter part personnel in one organic project.

This project-type cooperation is aimed at facilitating and in-
tensifying the transfer of technology.

Bilateral loans under ODA carry concessional terms. The
average terms and conditions of Japanese Government loans are
around 3.5 per cent per annum interest rate, 25 years maturity
period and 7.5 years grace. Japanese annual bilateral grants
have recently been in the vicinity of $200 million while bilat-
eral loans were arocund $600 million. The Government of Japan
has disclosed at the Bonn Summit last summer its intention to
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1', which means an annual in-

double ODA within three yearn[
crease in ODA allocations of more than 25 per cent. Last year,
although the overall Japan OBA contribution was third among 17
DAC member countries it ranked 14th in the ratio of aid to GNP,
which was only 0.21%. If ranked within all aid donors (includ-
ing the oil producing countries) it would come 22nd. No figures
were available to us on the volume of ODA allocated to the Arab
countries in recent years, but theres is ample evidence that
those were only minor. Japan has indicated howewer, in recent
international gatherings, its intention to expand its grant as-
sistance to countries im the Arab Region, particularly the non-
oil producing countries.

iV. Transfer and Adaptation of Technology:

The long history of Japan in the field of transfer and adapta-
tion of technology and its moted success in moving from the era of
transferring to an era of transformation and creativity of Japanese
technology represents an important field of cooperation with the Arab
countries. The magnitude of the Japanese success in this field and
the prospects that it could present to the Arab countries are great;
some experts figure that almost 50 per cent of the growth of Japanese
gross domestic product is now a result of Japanese technological ad-
vance with the sape input of capital and labour. Cooperation in this
field requires careful consideration. The form of technology trans-
ferred has to be appropriate to the receiving country rather than the
most suitable for the Japanese industries. Present Japanese tech-
nology is probably too sophisticated for the Arab countries. Inter—
mediate technology that matches the stage of development of the Arab
Countries may be more easily absorbed and applied by these countries.
The mere transfer of Japanese advanced technology embodied in large-
scale turn-key industries could further and deepen the duality of
the economy that is one of the common characteristics of many Arab
countries. Furthersore, transferred technology must not only be
appropriate and easily applicable, but also reflect the trus needs

(1) In his address to the joint annual meetings of the World Bank and
the Intermational Monetary Fund in Washington, D.C. on September 25,
1978, Mr. R. McNamara, President of the World Bank observed that, in
general, "there have been statements of intention to increase the
Elow of ODA (from the large contributors, the U.5.A., Japan and Ger-
many) . But these statements have yet to be translated into action.”

of the people at the present stage of development of the Arab coun-
tries. The type of technology most suitable should alsc make use

of local resocurces and production possibilities and be best suitable
to the local conditions. Until now, Japanese economic and technical
cooperation has been based on the industrial project system. Suech
a4 system has often worked more for the benefit of Japanese industries
than it has for developing cnuntries[l]. If future cooperation be-
tween Japan and the Arab countries in the fiald of technology is to
succeed it has to be built on shared responsibkility. The receiving
countries would have to build the infra-structure to which the tech-
nology will be applied: communication facilitiee, industrial promo-
tion centres, agricultural test centres, technical research centres,
etc. Japan would have to redirect and intensify its technical co-
operation to help achieve this through an economic and cooperation
programme that is separated from Japan's commercial base{ZJ.

Table 1.

Total Japanese Commodity Trade with
20 Arab Countries, 1967-1977

(Unit: million U.S. dollars)

Exvorts Imports Balance

T 1987 Z86 .8 790.7 - 503.9
1968 378.7 960.6 - 581.9
Logg 450.2 94€.0 -~ 495.8
1970 421.2 1100.9 - 679.7
1971 650.6 1622.5 - 971.9
1572 B8L.6 2163.8 -1282.2
1373 1184.5 2932.9 -1748.4
1974 2545.3 10526.7 -7561.4
1875 4317.5 11361.% -7064 .4
1976 5640_6 14236.3 -B585_7
1977 7917.8 182030 -10285.2

(1)  Look Japan, op. cit., p.3
(2) Zbid.
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Table 2.

Japan's Exports to and Imports from the (Arab) 0Ll Countries
. by Coumtry 1967-1977.
{Bmiz: million .5, dollars)

— T reeres v | wsn 1373 1974 175 1978 I 1977
1967 Exporzs Isporis Exports Imperts| Exmperis
. = ! Taporcs E-punl Exports I.—:n‘;" Exports Imporcs
Ageria &1 il (] 1.5 | 159 40 | .2 4.2 | w69 053] 5.8 b7 50.% 5.6 | 1as.9 iz.z | 259.9 363 | M1 w.e | 522 6.6
Sehraln 9.7 68| 121 0.7 | 1.2 &S | I1&F 233 | 224 259 | ZRE 290 .4 7%.3 .3 e 553 a3 | 185 am | una o
Irag 9.8 42.3 | Al.Y .2 | 25.4 3.6 | 189 o2 | 7.3 .8 | J.6 61 | 48.5 34| 4520 w05 | sy w7y | sesa w174 | was  smon
Kursait 7oy 303.2 | TLY MO.3 (1179 1678 | W4 A3 | 899  &EL.5 | 1288 &O7.4 165.5  SBS.6 | 2647 20089 | 3.7 19962 | 7173 2014.2 | 1086.8 77915
Libys 2.6 01| W6 05| M2 @ | 34 53| .4 57| 623 53 198 M| ma s | 222 292 | ass omesy n.: M0
el _ _ _ _ = . - B - - 7.5 3ad 1%.7 1.4 4y ;.1 .2 7.4 228.3 o3 jl0.8 8.9
Seodi Arebis | S51.7 JB.3 | 7.7 W24 | B4 AIE.3 | 3.8 A3S.1 | 147.27  658.4 | 263.6 98.5 | 3857 1M10 | 6433 #9528 | 1399.%  s0sz.e | amme.s TR | 2811.1 9569,
UAK w1 me| W .3 | 97 s | s mrs | e2 155 | w067 202 160.8 5680 | 7924 1mee9 | W69 1767.0 | es.0 246T.6 | 9318 domd_3
Ak 145 23 w13 1.1 s L4 6.0 | A9 w0l T.6 1426 12.5 152 423 1578 6.6 516.1 83.4  BEL.5 | 1341 994 g
Toral 200.7 772.1 | 2680 8372 | 320.8 84%.1 | 299.7 %60.3 | 433.2 1302.4 | 676.7 2045.0 L8 2792.7 | N648 10257.) | sz 112840 | amiaz 140633 | 6891.0 179621
mrpt et 9 _sam.13 — SRl -1008.7 | -1368.3 -l -8092.4 -Tedn. B -275L.1 ~11771.3
{Elmnmwmm“hclﬂh“hﬂ
Table 3.
Japan's Exports to and Imports from the (Arab) Non-oil Countries
. by country 1967-1977 . - Canll
1912 1573 | 1974 1973 1976 1977
1567 19EH 196% I 1“_“ st Import hﬂ-ﬂT I-m-:l' Exportas laports Jhmu Imports | Exporct Imporia | Exports Imparca
m“ m m—tl a 3
Exgerts lmporis Exports Inports Esparts laports Brperts Ims B E = = t !
7.9 2.9 12| 124 473 366 442 | 190 368 13.5 471.7 7.9 1581 | 701.8 12.5 | mss 7.7 | sm8  @e7
Egryc B 0 :: n-s “‘, 02| 110 o1 | 133 10| 159 33 1.y 40 | 2.6 138 | ET0 117 .3 LE I 10.5
Jordan 5.8 0.2 m.! 1" H" | [ 1.7 | 5.0 LY | 52.3% 2 €36 e 8.9 3.0 2.9 1.8 2.9 0.3 #1.8 0.2
S o 62 6| ws pal| ne me| wa ss| wa 1 Wy 209 | U35 ey | WS w9 | sts Wo| ma  as
Marocco 5.0 11,1 “-! u-. “"l %51 128 3r| 133 32| Mme Ia 8.8 51.8 50.4 23.7 95.7 5.7 3.1 4.8 12 .£ &5.7
PN 12.9 1ts m-‘ “*, ““ o9 | a1 163 | 227 8.5 | I5.5 7.5 23.8 %2 66.7 L. | 107.5% 3.3 | Bra 6.6 | 1728 6.8
St 74 1 ,_1 n.-s ;t e o sl na 0.1 5.8 0.1 3.3 0.1 4.9 6.3 .8 D& 15.4 1.3 BN 0.9
e o - . & 11.§ u‘r 10.7 20.5 18.7 16.1 B.3 1.7 8.1 z.7 5.6 1n8 11.7 .0 7.8 38,2 4| B 19.8
Yemen (PDR) .9 104 :n.' 1.‘ :.u 7= 3.9 1.8 .5 4 | 173 1.7 19.2 2.8 .8 1.9 urs 1.0 | #e.s L7 | 1353 3.2
.5 1. - . . * : :
Temen (4.R.) 1.7 1 : & anl <ar s 0.2 5.5 o.m 7.0 1.0 12.9 i (0| —D | - — | - =l | —n —n
Mzuritamfa 0. l;m b aml in  sal 30 eer| 3.3 G.o4) 4.3 G0 ) | - | - | —m  —m =l =
_1‘. _{1} p— W - - L) - . -
4 1034 | 1195 9.9 | 1305 1775 | w0  7s.e | 2048 1R 3.5 140.7 | 0.5 269.5 | 6743 917.9 | 8284 200.0 | 1226.8 21,7
Toral 86.12 8.8 | 110 - . . ¥ X F—
1.0 1.6 -56.0 65,9 86.8 | s2.8 111.0 5764 628.4 W6
Sglance 7.5z . - =

{11z Negligible.
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APPENDIZX

JAPAN AND THE NEW ECONOMIC ORDER

Japan's Exgorts bo axd Imports from the Arah Councries by Comery; 19a7-1977 (e : MiT1imn of U5 Bollzrs)

1967 1968 19&% 1670 1971 1872 ﬁ:h,‘,j s
Exporis lsporis|Exporis lsporis|Esposia Isparts | Ezports I-uﬂslhpnrt- Iqur::]I:_;urn Imports
“Algerts .1 1.1 9.1 1.5 ] 15.9 &40 | 0.2 62 sss  os | e :-'-; Since the end of the second World War, the world has been diwvided
Sabrain 7 e8| 121 107 | 112 66| 157 3| 124 9| WE 19
Egvps 1:.: 19.3 L9 119 9.9 4L1 | 124 A2 :g: a:: ;:g !:-11! into two separate groups of countries, the wealthy north and the poor
i i ; L : 6| 159 0.2 ; X ; : »
o 38 I:‘: l:.: ‘;.; ::j- ﬁ: n.zl 1.8 o1 | 1w L. u.: an?: south. The population of the poor countries amounts to more than 70%
Emmir L : : X | osad 3083 | 9.9 4615 | 17D, A i )
Lesanan :::: “:i :f:-.: nf.: “n: x-:., | .5 9% g.n ;; 21:: é: of the world population, while that of the rich does not exceed 30%.
7.6 0L | 26 D5 | 30z —{1)}| N4 5.3 A ; - 7 pric : . )
:::-:.:n 3.0 1Ll 5.2 136 | 108 121 | 1.6 180 | AL ERS | 2.0 1L Preliminary estimates reveal that the per capita income of the people in
',;“ s Y. Bl ot RS R R e S ,3: g the poor south is slightly less than § 100, while that of the rich north
ar - - - - - - - - - A d
Saudl Arabla si.7 AN | TRF 34 | 9.4 &1L | BB EDS.1 | MAT.Z  seAL4 | 1616 9A.5 is §2000 in the average. Furthe 5 R e
Sudam 129 17.% | 2W5 T4 | w1 2.5 | 12.8 .1 | 153 2| Mo il ge more, rich countries of the north
Syria -k S.1| w4 W7 | WS 0D 1:_:‘ ":L Iﬁ: :': ’;': ;: depend to a large extent in their economic growth on raw materizls and
Tunisla 8.3 0.8 0.3 0.3 | 0.2 0.2 ; ; 2 : 1 -
T AE M.l 218 2.8 L | i B, 2 »N_Y 117.5% ﬁ:-.j 15:.: 1:.; .25':-';‘ aﬂrlﬂltut Prﬂuc‘tﬁ. Fruﬂ“cﬂﬂ hl!' the mtries ﬂf th poor m'ﬂth. it iE
¥ emem .9 10,4 | 2.4 10L& | 257 1007 | 05 17 | Q6. ; 3 ¥ ) 3
Temen ﬁ:} LF hE| B a4 EE B3] A EE) A 24 A only natural, in the light of these facts, that the people of the poor
; 19| —n sa | —0 1.9 0.02 : ; 3 2.
. m;_:mg. -Etﬁ — W om| &3 om| s oor] 3.3 0.4 &3 0.02 south demand the whole structure of the world economy should be recon-
| Total 206.82 7907 | 3757 960.62| 450.2 946.0 | &71.27 1100.92] 630.57 1622.54| #61.6 163.82 sidered in order to allow them a more equitable distribution of wealth.
| 1973 | 1978 1973 1978 [ 1977 When the problem was recognized, a committes of highly econemic experts
Exports lmporis | Exports Isports| Sxports Isports| Emports Isports| Exporia  Inpores from Latin America met in Santiago in February 1973 to study the issue.
Algeris 0.5 5.6 | 146.9 2.7 | 9.3 3.5 | 2041 wa | sn.2 Ji:‘: The document issued by these experts in economic development recognized
Bahrain b= U | 7.5 150 55.3 175.3 108.5 Ims.2 II3.& + Al
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3. Each state enjoys full and permanent sovereignty in regard to the
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4. The establishment of a fair and just relationship betwsen the prices
of products exported by the developing countries and the prices of
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their imported products.

The Working Program indicated the general means to implement the
principles stipulated in the Declaration.

In July 1975, the Economic and Social Council of the U.N, adopted
recosmendations covering six aspects of the problem:
1) international trade; 2) the transference of resources to finance
development projects and to improve the international monetary system;
1) science and technology; 4) industrialization; 35) agriculture de—
velopment and &) the reorganization of the U.M. system. The developing
countries realized that their position in relation to these six aspects
puts them at a great disadvantage compared with the developed countries.

Efforts made outside the U.N.

Starting from early 1577 a considerable number of mestings and
consultation had taken place among the big western countries, and con-
ferences were held to study the international economic order in an at-
tempt to find measures leading to its stabilization. From the 7th to
the 9th of May 1977 the third economic summit conference was held in
London. It was attended by England, France, western Cermany, Canada,
Italy and Japan. The conference aimed at reaching a unified agreement
as to the stand of the big industrial countries in the North-South Dia-
iogue. The London Conference was followed by a summit conference ol the
countries members of the Atlantic Treaty Organization in Brussel. Out
of these two conferences the so-called Western Alliance was formed which
included in addition to the E.E.C. countries, the United States and
Japan. In June 1977, the Economic Co-operation Confersnce was helid in
France, to be known as the North-South Conference which established a
Dialogue between the oil producing countries and the industrial coun-

tries that were its largest consumer.

Japan and the Dialogue

Did the industrial countries of the West intend to take serious
measures to create a new economic order based on eguality and justice?
This is very doubtful. The North-Scuth Dialogue held in France did not
result in concrete recommendations. Furthermore, the western countries
rafused to tie the prices of raw materials and the prices of enecgy
with the prices of manufactured products. Belonging to the rich indus-
trial countries - Japan found itgelf deeply involved in the problem
which threatened to develop into a direct confrontation between the Rich
North and the Poor Scuth. 1In 1973 there was wide anticipation in inter-
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national economic circles that Japan would extend its economic assist-—
ance to developing countries. Japan had promised, in the third Confer-
ence of Trade and Development held in May 1972, to increase its aid to
the developing countries to one per cent of its G.H.P_ by 1975. Japan's
economic aid to these countries which was slightly less than 458 million
dallars in 1970 increased to 1147,4 miilion dollars in 1975, However,
much of this aid was attributed more to inflationary prices than real
increase in volume. Takeo Fukuda pledged to keep the promises given by
Japan during the London Summit Economic Conference to increase its aid
to developing countries by 20% in the fiscal year 1977-1978 as compared
to that of the previous year. Furthermore, Japan's delegate in the
North-South Dialogue Conference of 1976 announced that his country in-
tended to set aside an additional 114 million dollars in the form of
bilateral aid on easy terms. Declarations of the Japanasa delegate in
the sixth session of the General Council pointed out clearly to Japan's
deep concern of the problems of raw materials, energy and technology
transfer. The delegate alsoc declared that Japan acknowledged the right
of all countries including developing ones to utilize their natural
resources in the best manmer to suit their needs. Japan, furthermore,
supported cocperation between develaped industrial nations and develop-
ing ones for the purpose of economic development, and promised to supply
developing nations with badly needed capital and technology. Japan also !
realised the necessity for the developing countries to protect the lim-
ited reserves of their natural resources, especially that of oil, and
called upon all countries to look for energy substitutes.

in the light of the new economic relations based on intermational |
cooperation, Japan insisted that it was the duty of developed countries
to help the underdeveloped. Although Japan was hurt most than any one
else by the energy crisis following the 1973 war in the Middle East, it
was fully aware of its international responsibilities as an advanced in-
dustrial country, and was fully prepared to do its atmost to find solu-
tions to the various problems facing developing countries. Japan in-
sisted that this should be carried out through effective international
cooperation. It also demonstrated its readiness to transfer its vast
experience in technology to all developing countries to suit their needs
and desires. The Japanese delegate assured that his country would play
an effective role in the Committee of Twenty which was appointed by the
Council to reform the international monetary system. Japan believed
that the most effective means to achieve closer ties between the North
and the South was through peaceful negotiations, preferably in the form
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of Dialogue.

Japan's International Economic Position

Japan's economic progress in the nineteen-sixties was probably
a& phenomena unmatched in the history of economic development. Tts
gross income jumped from 43,000 million dollars in 1960 to 200,000 mil-
lion dollars ip 1570 and to 300,000 million dollars im 1972. This put
Japan in the third place in World Economy, 10% enabled her to realise
a favourahle balance of payment vis-a-vis the rest of the world. The
surplus of Japan's trade accumunlated year after year and finally lead
to an increased indebtness of the leading industrial countries of the
world. Pukuda, Japan's prime minister, declared that his country was
working out a new economic policy to decrease its huge surplus from its
foreign trade, which was estimated to be close to ten billion dollars
in 1978, and that he saw no immediate remsdy to the international prob-
lems resulting from such a situation. Japan would not, contrary to
what some financial circles suggested, double its imports from the out-
side worlid. It was believed, however, that Japan's huge surplus could
be considerably reduced in the long run as a natural result of the pos-
sible increases in the price of oil. PFuokuda announced the appointment
of a group of economic experts to lay down a program to stimulate in-
ternal demand, for foreign which could result in substantial inereases
in imports. The program would also include Japan's plan for offering
new loans amounting to 500 billion ven (2 billion dollars) to help the
development of small and middle sized economic projects, and Japan's
intention to enlarge its financial and economic aid to developing coun-

tries.

The United States Concern Over Japan's Economic Expansion

Japan's Economic expansion became guite a threat to American eco-
nomy. The U.5. Congress talked about measures to stop the inflow of
imports from Japan. The deficit in the American balance of payment rose
ta 5 231 billion in 1977 abova. This caused the American dollar to suf-
fer a serious drop in the world markets, from 265 yen to the dollar in
Sep. 1977 to 249.8 two months later. In the meantime, the value of the
Japanese yen started to rise guickly since the beqinning of Octaober 1977.
The Yen's value rise from 292.50 to the dollar in June 1977 to 249.8 in
Hovember the same year. Japan took immediate measures to stop any fur-
ther decrease in the value of the dollar. Custom duties were lowered
to encourage imports from the United States and nmegotiations were started

with the United States and an agreement was reached in January 1978,
Japan would increase its purchases of American automobiles and meats

and at the meantime decrease its sales of steel products and electronics
to the States. The negotiations were described to be very hard and,
many times the U.5.A. was forced to use rough language, but eventually
an agreement was reached whereby Japan considerably decreased its ex-
ports and increased its imports.

The "chaotic'state of affair in the balance of payments of the great
industrial countries of the world had serious repercussions on the world
economy at large, and specially on the economy of the developing coun-
Eries. One serious effect of the drop of the value of the American dol-
lar waz a comparable drop in the reserves of the oil producing countries.
Al=o the exports of these countries, which were mainly made up of raw
materials, faced serious problems, as their value measured in dollars
suffered a substantial decreass. Any attempt to reform the international
monetary system must take into account the special nature of the devel-
oping countries and their economic structure. The reform must guaran-—
tee a continued and balanced economic development for these countries
in order to decrease the gap in their standard of living with that of
the advanced industrisl countries of the North.

Japan's Support for Economic Development

The International Bank for Reconstruction and Development believes
that the rich countries can afford more financial aid to developing
countries, and therefore can decrease the gap in the standard of living
between the two. Since 1970 Japan had become the main financial provider
for the Bank, as Japanese loans to the Bank amounted to 45,800 million
yens in 1972. The Bank report of 1973 shows that Japan held first
position among the leading countries of the Bank, a position previously
held by Western Germany. In 1977 the Bank was able to secure loans
amounting to 100 billion yens from the financial markets in Japan, an
amount eguivalent to 392 million dollars. Again Japan held fourth posi-
tion, following the U.S.A., France, and Western Germany in giving fi-
nancial assistance to developing countries for the purpose of develop—
ment through the International Agency for Development .

Japan's Direct Aid and Investments in Developing Countries

Japan directed the bulk of its financial aid and investment to-
Wards Asia, mainly towards South Eastern Asia. Following the Joint
Declaration of Fukuda and Carter, Washington demanded that Tokyo should
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resume its responsibilities to maintain stability and progress to the
peoples of South Eastern Asia. 'The first few months of 1977 saw the
implementation of this policy, when Japan settled the financial commit-
ments of these countries, and their finmancial nesds were carefully stud-
jed. Japan committed itself to offer the ASEAN countries one hillion
dollars for industrial projects and to study the possibility of lowering
fts western duties on imports from these countries. In addition Japan
offered to spend 138 billion yens in the form of loans and credits fa-
cilities in its bilateral dealing with the ASEAN countries. The share
of Indonesia done from these loans came to 57.6 billion yens.

Rocording to the latest statistics, the South Eastern Asia region
got 53.1% of all direct Japanese investments in developing countries
during 1975, while the share of all Asia was 62.1%. That means that
Japan's investments in Asia outside the south eastern region, came to

no more than %%.

Japan's Investments in Africa and the Middle East

Prior to the 1973 War Japan had practically no economic relation
with Africa. Since then, because of the energy crisis, Japan started to
pay more attention to the Middle East in general, and in particular to
the Arab countries from the Gulf to the Atlantic Ocean.

Japan's trade with the Middle East increased from 64 million yen
in 1974 to 196 million yen 1975, and to 278 million yen in 1377. Japan
also started to increase its investment in the Middle East, but most of
it was directed for investment in oil in Saudi Arabia and some minor in-
dustries in Arab Peninsula. There was also considerable investment in
the fields of construction, banking and sea transport. The Japanese
government participated in the establishment of a Petro Chemical Com-
pound in Saudi Arabia.

In Egypt, most of Japan's investments were used to build a pharma-
citical factory in the free-zone area, and to establish a plastic shoe
factory for local consumption. Up to 1978, Japan's investments in Egypt
were very much limited and it seems that is still studying the poten-
tiality and capacity of the Egyptian market.

Japan as a Model for Development

There is no doubt that Japan holds a prominent position in the
world as far as economics is concerned. It is the third economic power
in the world, surpassed only by the two super power i.e., the United
States and the Soviet Union. Therefore the Japanese model for develop—
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ment stood out as one of the post impressive and unigue models. Many

developing countries turn to Japan as a perfect example for economic

development rather than any other model. There are various reasons:

1. The Japanese model contradicted the notion that development is ex-
clusively a European phenomena that could not be copied by others.
Prior to the Second World War, there was a firm belief that economic
development required certain climatic conditions and certain biolo-
gical traits that belong only to western peoples. It iz true that
the climate in Japan iz as mild as that in the western European coun-
tries, but Japan, an Asiatic country belonging mainly to the civili-
zation and tradition of Ancient China.

2, It is again a contradiction of the racial interpretation of develop-
ment, which claims that the white race alone is capable of dewvelop-
ment. Other races, the yellows, the blacks, or the browns are in-
herently unsble to cope up with the new discoveries in science and
technology. Japan furnishes the living negation of such a contention.

3. The Japanese model challenges theories of development based on reli-
gion. Such theories are based on the assumption that only Christian
people are capable of development, and that other religions hold be-
lievers that form real deterremts of development. MNon-Christian
Japan defeated successfully this theory.

4. Japan also challenged the view that development is a non-democratic
phenomena. It was believed that western Buropean countries went
through the process of development early in the nineteenth century
before political liberalization took place. Economic development
could only be achieved under authoritarian political systems. This
view was supported later by the Russian development model which was
feasible only under the absolute Stalinist political regime. Con-
trary to both experiences, that of western Europe, and the U.S5.S.H.
Japan's experience in the last thirty years was a perfect combina-
tion of political liberalization and economic development. Although
one must admit that economic development in Japan arrived its taking
off stage during three period of autocratic political system, i.e.,
during the imperial form of government which existed befors World
War Two.

5. Among the Third World the socialist model is the only model to fit
their needs for development. The argument was that these countries
possessed neither the capital needed for development nor the capacity
to defend themselves against the cut-throungh competition of the more
advanced countries. China and Cuba were taken as examples of the



socialist model for development. On the other hand, Japan presented
itgelf as a free economy model.

Japan industrial might centered around the ingenuity and endurance
of the Japanese people. Japan possesses no raw materials or energy
to build an industrial empire. Yet Japan became an industrial Giant.
Japan's model holds new hopes for the develeoping countries, who are
poor in raw material, resources and energy. Economic development ac-
guired new meanings i.e., adaptation of technology and hard ware.
Development in Japan meant maximum utilization of human resources and
the possession of technology. The ideal industrial project is the
small firm and quite often the small family firm. For the Japanese
people work is 2 virtus in itself.

DIPLOMACY OF RESOURCES IN
ARAB JAPANESE RELATIONS
-Economic Survey & Political Analysis-

Seif El-Wady Romahi

INTRODUCTION

Perhaps my interests in Japan and my admiration in the Japanese
people may be traced back to my early childhood, when my teacher at the
primary school asked my classz to memorize a poem composed by the well
known Arab poet, Hafez Ibrazhim. This Arabian poet was moved by the out-
come of the Czarist Russo-Japanese War in which he praised the Japanesea
for their skills, deligence and heroism.

The teacher was explaining the wverses of that poem with enthusiasm
and joy. His emphasis was on our teaching nf the poem's concluding wis-—
dom of patriotism. His main interest was to teach us how to love our
country on the portrait of the Japanese who, as the poem states, say that,
"This is the way the Mikado taught us, to loock at our nation and country
as our parents.”

By explaining this poet, the teacher portrayed to us the Japanese
individual as a symbol of a patriot citizen. By and large, the Arabs
at the start of the century were overwhelmed by this and walued the
victory with pride and patriotigms. Japan, to them, at that time, had
demonstrated the stern will of 3 non-European non-Western Oriental
country.

This admiration was enhanced whan H.E. Mr. Takase, the late Japan's
Ambassador to Kuwait visited me in my office in the Ruler's Palace of
Abu Dhabi, in my capacity as Deputy-Director of the Emiri court reguest—
ing the participation of Abu Dhabi in Expo '7D in Osaka.

Ever since I was stationed in Tokyo in 1976, I put it as a goal for
myself to exhaust every effort and energy for the improvement of the mu-
tual relations between the Arab and Japanese nations in general, and the
UAE-Japan, in particular.

It has been said that the Japanese people are living on a small
island without muoch care of the ocutside world. This statement may re-
flect some facts in its essence since it is true that they were living
in isolation until quite recently. However, with the vast development
in technclogical inventions in communication, the whole world is be-
Coming small. Distances, nowadays, does not mean a thing in contem-
porary world politics, nor in modern international economics. This was
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one of the main reasons to let Japan abandon its isolation.

The position of Japan in relation to the Arab Middle East in
general, and the UAE in particular, deserves special mention and study.
Of all industrialised states, Japan is by far the most heavily dependent
nation on 0il supplies from the Middle East, especially from the Gulf
region. As such, Japan should be particularly interested in all matters
(economic and otherwise) pertaining to the area.

Following the world oil erisis in the fall of 1973, Japanese in-
terests in the Middle East took an obvious upward trend. To counter-
balance Japanese need for Arab oil, efforts were doubled to increase
the export of Japanese goods into the area. While economic cooperation
between Japan and the Gulf States rose steadily, private investments in
the Gulf region appear to have remained unchanged.

The information and statistical data given below are taken from
Japanese sources to indicate the importance of the Arab Middle East to
Japan from the view point of obtaining her oil supplies which turn her
industrial machines, and at the same time finding markets for her fin-
ished goods.

I. ROOTS OF ARMAB JAPANESE RELATIONS

Pre-war Epoch

Although Arab Japanese relation is considered relatively new, it
dates back before the Meiji Era.

And perhaps before discussing this topic it may be useful to shed
some light about the facts of the importance of the Arab world and Japan
to each other.

The Arab World is an area of large and diverse territory stretches
from the Arabian Gulf in the East to the Atlantic Ocean in the West.
This area, altogether, is twenty countries that comprise the League of
Arab States. The total population of this region is estimated at over
120 million.

The entire region, presently, is of great significance to gutsiders
for political, strategic considerations, and for economic reasons. The
region is the primary petroleum-exporting area in the world and has sup-
plied most of the crude opil reguired by Western Eurcpe and Japan. Its
0il fields, mineral deposits, and manufacturing sectors continue to at-
tract considerable foreign investment.

The Middle East has already become an extremely competitive and
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rapidly expanding market for foreign-made consumer and capital goods,
for which local industrialisation and development projects hawve created
4 great demand. At its beginning, the region's direction of trade has
been oriented toward the West since tha middle of the 19th century.
However, Japan has recently emerged as one of its major trading partners
and as a keen competitor to the West.

Direct Contact Initiation
Direct contacts between Japan and the Arab World are known to have
occurred as early as the last quarter of the 19th century, just before

the Meiji Era. This direct contacts started between Japan and the Ottoman

Empire, where the Arabs were part of that Empire. In the 1890's Japan is
believed to have bequn importing raw cotton from Egypt.

Less than two decades later, Japan's successful modernization and
her victory over Csarist Russia had far-reaching effects in stimulating
nationalism throughout much of the Islamic world. Mustafa Xamil uvsed the
example of Japan in his book "The Rising Sun" to demonstrate how a non-
Western country could achieve self-renewal and success. The Arab poet
Hafez Ibrahim as has been mentioned in the introduction was maved by the

outcome of the war to compose a peem in which he praised the Japanese for
their bravery. z

A number of nationalists, moreover, who observed that victorious
Japan was the only Asian country that had adopted a form of represanta-
tive constitutional government, took it a5 a good example to follow.
Japan was considered by the governments of Great Britain and Prance to be
sufficiently interested in Middle Eastern affairs as to warrant her being
informed of the secret Sykes-FPicot Agreement for the partition of the
Arab world that was negotiated during the Pirst World Har.z Subseqguently
Japan also was invited by the Allies to participate in the Lausanne
$1922-23) and Montreux {(1938) Conferences, which chopped the Arab ter-
ritories from the Ottoman Empire, leaving Turkey proper and requlated
Turkish sovereignty over the Bosphorus and Dardanelles.

Nonetheless, commercial ties between the Ewo regions did not begin
to assume real importance wntil after the conclusion of World War I. It
was then that Japanese imports of Egyptian cotton reached a very signi-
ficant volume.® During the 1920's, Japan industrialized cotton textiles
began to show signe of damination on a number of Middle Eastern markets.
Japan's exports to Egypt between 1921 and 1924 alone, for example, ex-
panded from ¥4,922,000 ($2,500,000) to ¥27,080,000 ($13,500,000). By
1928, Japanese heavy grey sheetings ([cabots) and yarn dyed goods prac-
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tically moncpolized the local market. Some of this trade, howaver, was
cut back temporarily towards the end of that decade, when Japan was hit
by a severe economic depression.

The interval between the World Depression of 1929 and 1931, and
the outbreak of the Sino-Japanese War in 1937 witnessed a remarkable
growth in Japan's industrial output and foreign commerce. While other
countries experienced a severe decline in their own intermational trade,
the Japanese economy was revived. Japan succeeded in developing a global
commercial network that made her the world's fourth most important trad-
ing nation after the United States, the United Kingdom, and Germany.

In the Arab countries, Japan resumed steady inroads on the estab-
lished markets of older competitors. 1Its exports in 1331 were valued
at ¥40,000,000 ($20,000,000). However, as a result of an uprieing in
exports after 1933, Japan's exports expanded to ¥149%,000,000 ($43,000,000]
in 1935. Thic composed 3.3% of Japan's internaticnal exports for that
year.>

Throwgh the middle of that decade Egypt was hy far the major Middle
Eastern trading partner of Japan. It ranked as Japan's tenth most im-
portant global customer in terms of export volume between 1%34 and 1936
and as her twelfth most important source of j.'llpnrtﬁ.ﬁ

During those same years, the United EKingdom was the only power
that outranked Japan as the major supplier of commodity imports to this
arsa .,

More than 90% of Japan'"= exports to the Middle East in terms of
value during the 1930's consisted of textiles [especially cotton fabrics),
Japan's most important world-wide export item. Throughoot much of that
region Japanese cloth was able to compete successfully with Eoropean ex-
ports primarilly because of its low price. In the Gulf uEI,T for ex-
ample, a British Vice-Consul stationed at Bushire (Iran) during that
period noted that

the shortage of money and the conseguent demand for cheapness with
little regard to guality ... was a tremendous help to Japan in her
efforts to establish a strong commercial position ... Her goods
were almost invariably cheaper than those of her rivals and in
addition were brought to the notice of merchants by Japanese
agents who were sxtremely active in wvisiting and carrying on trade
propaganda in the wvarious towns of the Gulf., Furthermore, Japa-
negsa traders were willing to import goods on their own account and
to dispose of them afterwards to merchants as and when opportunity
offered.

In Palestine and Transjordan, Japan rivaled Great Britain in thes
sale of cotton fabrics. The same thing was domne to the Syrian/Lebanese
domestic markets at the expenses of Western mufal:turers.g For commodity
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breakdown of Japanese exports to the Arab countries between 1930-1934,
see table below.

Japanese Exports to Arab States, 193
(in approximate percentage terms)

glo
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ADEN 91 5 . 1 3
EGYPT 72 17 1 3 7
IRAQ 70 15 1 N §
s SR t0 32 i 6 21
SYRIA & LEBANON | 72 10 : 1 7

Fostwar - Pre-Crisis Era
The maintenance of a steadily increasing wolume of e:‘;p-:lrts has long

been essential for the continued growth of the Japaness economy. Ex-
ports have been necessary to pay for the large amounts of raw materials
and finished goods that have been imported for home consumption. They
also have been important as one means of creating ample employment op-
portunities far the growing domestic labour force.

Before World War I1, Japan had a booming foreign trade particularly
with East and Scutheast Asis and the United States. The War, however,
completely disrupted her world-wide commercial network and destroyed a
high proportion of her industrial and mercantile sstablishments.

The immediate postwar political situation made it difficult for her
to reestablish her trading position in certain parts of Asia that for-
merly had been under her control.

A= a result, Japan was compelled during the late 1%40's to renew
her search for markets; as well as for new sources of raw materials.
Since that time, Japanese Government ministries and private businessmen
alike have made sustained efforts to promote overseas sales whenever and
whereever possible.

Such sustained endeavours have taken many forms, among them (1) the
establishment of overseas offices and the expansion of trading services,
{2} the negotiations of trade agreements, (3) participation in inter-
national trade fairs, (4) sending trade missions abroad and inviting
foreign commercial delegations to visit Japan, (5) extending technical
assistance and financial aid to other countries, (6) moderni zing industry
to improve its export competitive ability, and (7) passing export in-
spection laws for the sake of maintaining high standards of guality. By
means of their aggressive, enterprising, and hard-working approach the




Japanese were able to widen the range of their competitive exports and
also to regain a foothold in a large number of distant markets such as
the Arab ones.

The drive for a diversified and strong national economy and for a
higher domestic standard of living has come to characterize the policies
of nearly all Arab govermment during the postwar period. [Industriali-
zation and modernization became the general objectives of national eco-
nomic planning as sarly as the 19330's. After their politieal independ-
ence, Arab countries initiated large-scale development programmes.

The degree of state direction and controel that have been imposed
as well as the pace and success of such activities have varied from one
country to another and from one year to ancther. It was apparent that
many Arab countries have got industrialized to the point where they have
been able to bring about significant changes in the nature of their im-
port and export trade with foreign nations. Their efforts to become
self-sufficient in the production of cotton and woollen textiles, cement,
and other light industrial commoditie=, for example, and their increas-
ing need for heavy machinery and for sophisticated eguipment have trans-
formed the composition of postwar Japanese-Arab trade.

At the same time, postwar Japan has been experiencing an energy
revolution in which liguid fuels were replacing solid-state fuels as
the preferred energy source. As a result of these interrelated develop-
ments, petroleum has come to provide more than half of Japan"s total
enargy reguirements.

Despite the growing needs for petroleum, however, the Japanese
were unable to expand their own crude oil production to a worthwhile
degree. Accordingly, they have had to rely on imports for the provi-

sion of most of their energy resources.

Japan's Interests in Mideast Qil

In a statement issued in 1967, a spokesman for MITI said: "if the
o0il supply from the Middle East is suspended, the result will be con-
fusion in the daily life of the entire nation.=!! Alsc Mr. Masao Sakisaka,
Director of the Institute of Energy Economics, in 1966, stated that,
“petroleum is destined to play the leading role in the energy supply of

our country. How to secure enough supply to meet the rising demand is
N

the crux of the issue.
After World War II, Japan though defeated, it successfully became

one of the world's largest economic powers. This tremendous expansion of

Japanese econocmy has been admired by Arab economists and others, every-

where. Since 1950, Japanese economy has sustained one of the highest
overall growth rates in the world. The enormous demand for a cheap and
steady supply of energy that has inevitably accompanied this boes has
stimulated 2 significant expansion in the production of coal and hydro-
electricity within Japan. MNeither of these fuels, however, were able to
meet more than a small proportion of the rising demand.
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I1. OIL CRISIS AND AFTEHMATH

After the October war of 1973, in the Middle East, Japan's relation-
ship with the Arab world has altered radically. Until then, Japan had
displayed an almost total indifference to political events in the region.
It prefered to focus its politico-economic attentions on the Pacific and
Sguth-east Asia. Japan's rise from sconomic ruin in 1945, to become the
third-largest trading country in the world, has been based upon indus-
tries such as chemicals, steel, and shipbuilding.’

The oil crisis of 1973, and the Arab oil embargo against “"non-
friendly® states, forcibly demonstrated that it was no longer the Western
oil companies from whom Japan had obtained o0il supplies who determined
the production, the marketing, and the pricing of oil, but oil-produocing
natioens.

Consolidation of Relations

To protect the oil supplies, vital to her sconomic survival, Japan
launched a2 diplomatic and economic offensive designed to close the “gaps
in understanding” that had hitherto existed. Support for the Arab cause
was reiterated and the PLO was invited to set up an office in Tokyo.
The promise of large-scale industrial and technological co-operation was
held out in return for guarantsed oil supplies.

In an International Symposium held in Tokyo on October 18, 1978, at
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the Japan Press Centre, to discuss the "Maritime Respurces in North-
east Asia®™ and "Implications of the New Law of the Sea for Japan and
Heighbours®, the opinion was held is that the growth of the Japanese
crude olil market iz expacted to be shared among present supply Sources
in the same proportion as it currently exists. The International Sym—
posium on the Sea also conciunded that "Japan would continue to rely
primarily on oil from the Middle E‘.ust_."z

Concerning energy problems in Japan and Northeast Asia, it was con-
cluded that no much change will take place in Japan's dependence on the
Middle East for o©il, regardless of efforts to diversify energy sources
by Japan. Although uncertainty still surround the supply problems, the
sympasium believed that China and the Soviet Union could supply Japan
with only 10% of her o0il and natural gas needs. The view was expressed
that "it would make more sense to stockpile oil rather than build a
large pnavy." Many views were also expressed on the new oosan regime
brought about by the establishment of 200-mile zones. There was skepti-
cism over whether this regime was sufficiently stable and durable. It
was believed that the Z0D-mile zones were bringing new prineiples to the
fore, involving 200-mile exclusive economic zones and transit through
international straits covered by these zunea.3

Government policy has alsc changed with regard to industrial fi-
nancing. Since 1973, huge sums have been invested, especially in petro-
chemical industries. A number of joint ventures were initiated in re-
cent years with Arab companies and/or governments, principally in the
Culf states and Saudi Arabia. This new relationship began to produce
dividends.

The 0il Business
At the time of the 1973 oil crisis, Japan depended on imports, pre-
dominantly of petroleum, for nine-tenths of its fuel requirements.

By 1973, opil supplied 67.5% of Japan's total energy consumptionm,
rising to 70.3% in 1975. In contrast, Western Europe required oil for
56.0% of its total energy consumption, and the USA 43.%%, With a do-
mestic production rate that satisfied only 0.2% of its oil needs in
1375, Japan has become the world's biggest single importer of crude oil.
Over 78% of its imported crude and heavy fuel o0ils come from the Middle
East.

However, Japan has attempted since then to reduce the share of oil
in its primary ensrgy supply, and therefore, succesded in reducing local
consumption of oil below the record level of the 1973-74 Fiscal year.
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Furthermore, the Ministry of International Trade and Industry (MITI),
expects that it will top that level in 1977-7T8, and to continue to rise
until 1885, Despite the fact that Japan attempts to get pil supplies
from elsewhere, the importance of the Middle East as a main source for
Japan"s energy supply increase and can not be ignored.

Crude oils accounted for 31% of 2ll imports in 1976. Japan has
been aiming at reducing the role played by the international oil com—
panies. It contreolled supply and maintained closer contacts with the
oil-producing states governments. It also strengthened the Japanese ex-
ploration and development sector.

According to an estimate made by the Petroleum Association of Japan,
in 1975, some 317% of crude oil imports were delivered outside the chan-
nels of the French, British, and American international companies.

These included government-to-government deals and direct deliveries.

Ten Japanese companies are now prodocing oil or planning production.

Three ocut of these operate in the Middle East. (See estimates \':]'JLilrt]l.'II

Estimates Chart

Estimates of Japanese 0il Consumption to 13985
(million barrels a day)

1975 {actual) 1980 1985
4.9 6.8 7.0
Japanese Imports of Crude 0ils 1976
Kilolitres i of total
crude oil
imports
Saudi Arabia 80.734.245 31.7
Iran 54.007.248 21.2
UAE 310.834.874 12.1
Euwait 1B.196.8B16 7.6
Other Middle East 16.565.699 7.0

Investment and Loans

Direct investment is often a necessary condition for largescale
plant exports. Possibilities for such investments are expected ta in-
crease in compliance with the industrialization of consumption goods
sectors in the Middle East. Issues involving direct investment are of
the same nature as plant export problems. Depending on the stages of
industrialization, and its goals, and policies on foreign inwvestment,
different procedures are regquired to make direct investments in the
Middle East. For example, certain countries may wish to invite mors

direct investments; others may accept imports rather than investments.
When making an advance into the Arab world, oil-producing states deem

.._',u—.

it necessary to be prepared te make international contributions from a
long-range point of view. The role of private sectors is locked upon

as being significant in the education of unskilled workers or the intro-
doction of Buro-dollars into the non-pil-producing countries.

In previous years, Japanese governmental loans were extended to
Egypt and Syria, which are non-oil-producing countries, but following
the world oil crisis, loans have also been granted to oil-producing
countries, with the Middle Eastern nations taking an increasing share.

In contrast, private Japanese direct investments in the Middle East de-—
creased between 1973 and 1974. The reason for this decrease were a slow-
down of crude oil development projects and difficulties in fnaugurating
other large-scale projects.

Howewer, signs of upward trends since the fiscal year of 1975 becams
apparent. The value of Japanese economic cooperation with the Middles East
fincluding Government loans and private export credits) shot up 7.3-fold
in 1974-75. The Japanese influx into the Middle East expanded trade re-
lations. Arab countries imports played the key role. The ratio of in-
vestments to imports has fallen back :euarknbly.E

Because oil-producing states are seeking to diversify their multi-
plying assets, the Mideast Event stated that petrodollar power made its
presence felt on the Japanese bond market in 1977. Although the Tokyo
stock exchange was considered by financial experts as slow, in 1977, the
volume of bond transactions went over 5400 billion. In the period of
the 1lst guarter of 1978, the petrodollar invasion of the Japan=sse bond
market reached $1 billion, the largest recorded in such a short period.®

Trade Partners
The sharp rise in o0il prices since 1973, has allowed several Arab

countries to launch ambitious development plans that involved large-scale
industrial projects. This action stimulated a market for the Japanese
industrial and technological products. For Japan, trade with the Arab
countries, apart from guaranteeing oil supplies, has provided an alter-
native direction for exports at a time of world-wide recsssion.

Japan's share of the Arab world market has steadily increased in
recent years at a rate matched only by West Germany, and has more than
doubled since 1970. Although Japan's total exports in 1975, remained un-
changed from 1974, its export to the Arab countries rose by 62% and con-
tinued to rise in 13976. It reached 11.58% of the grand total of Japan's
international export.

Japan's need for oil was reflected by an increase in the wvalue of



imports from the Middle East of more than 2003 between 1973 and 1974,
Imports from this area continued to rise by 8.5% in 1975, and a further
19% in 1976 despite a drop in total imports im 1975. Japan, however,
has consistently suffered a large trading deficit with the Middle East,
but its export "offensive" ha= met with considerable success and helped
the economy through the recession of 1974-75.

While Japan's interest from the Arab world is in procuring her oil
reguirements, it is nonetheless, alse interested in selling her indus-
trialized products. Consegquently, the results of such closer economic
relations were advantageous and mutual for both sides.

Between 1973 and 1975, Japan's total exports to the Middle East,
however, marked a formidable increase of 3.4-fold, amounting to $6,500
million in 1975. Exports to nearly all the countries of the Middle East
showed this rise in 1975, except Lebanon, and Bahrain. In the same year,
Japan's exports to the Middle East comprised some 128 of her total ex-
ports. Thus, the region became the major export market next to the West
European one.

Im 1976, in contrast, Bahrain imported over 90% more than in the
previous year, although exports to Algeria, Irag, Lebanon and Sudan fell.
A conspicucus increase occurred in exports of steel products {(pipes and
bars) , automobiles, and agricultural and construction machinery. In com—
parison, during the same period, U.S. exports to the Middle East reached
$9,900 million; from West Germany, $8,400 million; and from French ship-
ments, 56,500 million.

Saundi Arabia displaced Iran as the biggest customer in 1976, fol-
lowed by Kuwait and the UAE, despite the fact that relations with both
Saudi Arabia and Abu Dhabi were "slightly soured by disputes about costs
and difficulties in fulfilling contracts."™ However, in 1977, Japan be-
came the top supplier to the TAE.

Irag in 1976 dropped from third to fifth in terms of imports, and
"in spite of some friction when Japan bought less oil than was original-
ly agreed by a direct deal.® Japan is still an important supplier of
egquipment and finance to Irag.

Egypt displaced Algeria as the sixth biggest market in 1976. Its
imports rose by 50%, and itz exports by 438% to a value of over ¥20 mil-
lion (20,108,000 yen).

The Gulf States are considered Japan's biggest markets. The goods
which the Japanese attempt to sell in the markets of the Culf States,
are in the field of large plants and machinery needed to meet the in-
dustrial requirements of those countries. Durable consumer goods are
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also a commodity in heavy demand. The Gulf States provide five out
of the six biggest purchasers in 1975 and 1976. Although imports from
the UAE dropped by 38% in 1976, exports rose dramatically by 664%&.

By and large Japan's biggest customers are the oil-producing states
who bought heavily in rush to develop and industrialize their economies
with the money gushing in from oil revenues. Machinery and its eguip-
ment, iron and steel products, motor vehicles, and capital goods for
chemical and heavy industries accounted for a very large proportion of
the total. ©0il wealth has also led to an increased demand for consumer
goods and luxuries.

Although the Gulf States accounted for the lion's share of the
Japanese export market in 1576, exports to Tuni=ia, though small in com-
parison, rose by over 100%. Exports to Morocco, especially of heavy

plant and machinery, rose by 48% and to Syria by 45%. (See trading chart)’.

Japanese Trade with the Middle East

11975-1976)
Exports to Imports from
, {1975} (1376} t1975) (1976)
Algeria 77,710.5 60,616.4 10,899.6 3,.086.2
Bahrain 16,533.3 32,212.2 52,429.2 67,776.9
Cyprus 4,897.9 B,954.0 10.9 18.0
Egypt 63,325.2 97,675.6 3,732.9 20,108.4
Iran 549,724.4 506,056.6 1,476.079.5 1,320,494.2
irag 242 ,.644.6 185,724 .6 117,726.6 171,483.9
Israel 21,738.2 25,021.7 26,428_8 23,734.7
Jordan 20,0318.7 25,103.9 3,487.1 2,017.1
Fuwait 109,054.9 213,052.3 596,877.9 598,208.0
Labanan 24,775.9 B6D.7 527.9 993
Libya 70,908.3 96,766.1 831,476.8 60,926.9
Morocco 10,315.9 15,311.9 i2,B16.5 10,975.0
Oman 20,818.9 24,763.8 154,301.2 202,395.4
Qatar 26,357.5 67,803.5 B,197.3 9,000.0
Saudi Arabia 400,620.7 559,685.1 1,821,696.6 2,323,005.1
Sudan 28,468.9 18,737.2 4,693.9 14,502.5
Syria 32,144.5 46,658.3 1,000.4 1,908.2
Tonisia 1,801.6 4,638.8 119.1 578.6
Turkey 40,586.8 94,723.9 12,559.6 16,700.1
UAE 24,678.5 1BB,589.5 528,342.8 732,B70.5
Yemen, (PDR) 6,282.2 11,338.5 2,281.2 8,136.0
Yemen, (AR) 14,212.3 25,6BB.5 5B6.2 1,090.8
ME Total 1,807,239.7 2,310,600.1 4,9%92,067.7 5,589,115.8
Sm equivalent 6,044.3 B,231.6 16,695.9 19,911.4
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Japan has particularly concentrated its efforts on encouraging
econonomic co-operation in the Gulf. Aspirations in the region to de-
velop a shipping industry have proved useful to Japan's shipbuilding
giants at a time when demand has been depressed and Japanese shipping
companies have had many unemployable ships. The assertion of Arab oil
producers that they wanted a share in the business of transporting
their own crude oil coincided with the availability of surplus toanage.

A number of deals and joint shipping ventures with major Japanese
and European concerns were concluded. But in late 1976, this field
seemed to have shrunk. A number of cil states have suffered sconomic
difficulties as a result of the rapid expansion began since 1%73, con-
sequently, the shipping industry appeared to have a relatively low
priority.

In the field of trade, the Arab market is as has been discussed an
important one for Japanese manufactured goods next to Asian market.
This may be emphasized when knowing that Japanese exports to the Arab
worid did not exceed 5500 millions in 1970, while in 1977, it jumped
to reach %6,000,000,000 (6 milliards). In other words, this figure
performed 40% of the total Japanese Expﬂrl:s.g

Japan'es Exports o the M.E. Japan‘'s Imports from the M.E.
(5 millions) (5 millions}

Comntry 1970 1974 1977 Country 1970 1974 1977

Irag 15,940 | 473,540 872,159 | Irag 0.183 201,642 715,211
Bahrain 14,734 B0, 754 101,572 | Bahrain 25,231 175,072 283,780
Saudi Arabia | 83,797 | 676,954 | 2,342,255 | Saudi Arabia| 435,093 | 5,228,315} 8,505,480
Eusait o4,356 | 279,142 935,458 | Kuwait 308,304 | 2,131,949 2,487,553
Qatar 36,951 | 46,627 275,235 | Qatar 117,472 22,131 197,274
Syria 16,122 | 70,060 152,515 | syria 16,738 i,938 6,156
UAE H.A. 16,186 845,889 | URE H.A. 552,474} 2,748,153
Egypt 12,357 | 73,959 47,373 | Egypt 47,333 168, 655 78,684

Source: An-Mahar, Paris Sep. 1B, 1973
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6. Mideast Event, London, June 10, 197B.

7. MEYB, op. cit.

B. Ibid.

9, Mideast Events, London, 30 Juns, 1978.

m. JAPAN-ARAR POLITICAL RELATIONS

Politics: Japaness Style

With regard to its political relations with the Arabs, Japan, in
1939, sent her first diplomatic mission to Irag who arrived in Baghdad
with the task of promotion of commerce between the two nations.

The course followed by Japan in her foreign policy since its start
and afterwards was distinguished by it= strong economic orientation.
Japanese diplomacy was concerned with the problems of maintaining peace
and security and of resolving political differemnces that occasionally
have marred relations with her neighbouring and other states, particu-
larly the United States. Her diplomats also have endeavoured to culti-
vate friendly relations based on eguality and reciprocity with prac-
tically every nation in the -world. This helped them re—establish a
position of leadership for their country in world political and econumic
affairs.

Nevertheless, in pronounced contrast with its prewar objectives,
Japan's postwar diplomacy generally has concentrated on economic rather
than on political or military matters. The promotion of trade has
been regarded as important means for facilitating the country's economic
growth. This has been a major concern for the Japanese Government.
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Japanese leaders have continually stressed the necessity of "safeguard-
ing overseas trade." They, therefore, have pursued gz "husiness First"
policy. Accordingly, Japan's stand on many international issues was
determined largely on the basis of their actual and potential effect on
her economy and foreign trade.

Japan's initial decision to assume a share of the burden of inter-
national aid, for example, was motivated particularly by her desire to
improwe her trading positiom with the developing nations of the world.
Forthermore, political commitments that might have imperilled her foot
= hold in foreign markets have been carefully avoided whenever and where-
ver possible.l

Government official's preoccupation with the promotion and stabili-
zation of overseas trade has characterised Japan's relations with the
Middle East ever since she regained her political independence in 1952.
Almost all Japanese official delegations were diespatched to the Arab
world have econcentrated on the negotiation of trade agreements ar of
tariff reductions that would provide Japan with "most-favoured nation®
status for her export trade on the sale of capital goods and technical
Eervices.

Japanese officials were also concerned on the resolution of com-
mercial difficulties arising out of Japan'e failure to balance her trade
with other certain states in the region. The relatively new wigits that
have been made by important Japanese government leaders to the Middie
East? also have been undertaken primarily to advance Japan's commercial
interests in the region. Furthermore, the Japanese decisions to estab-
lish or to recpen diplomatic relations with most Arab States have been
based on economic mnsideratims.j

In July 1956, for instance, the Government was prompted to appoint
Ishiguro Shirg, the then assistant to the Foreign Vice-Minister, as
Minister to Baghdad because Iraq was then developing into one of Japan's
largest West Asian markets. Likewise Japan's decisions to establish a
diplomatic office in Riyadh (1959), to raise its consulate general in
Jeddah to ambassadorial rank (1960), and to accord Kuwait diplomatic
recognition (1961), all came in the wake of increasing Japanese activity
in the Gulf area emanating from the operations of the Arabian 0il Company
in particular.?

In addition, the Japansse Foreign Ministry frequently has adopted
new Middle Eastern policies to stimulate exports to this r!giun.5 Most
of the conferences of diplomatic envoys stationed in the Middle East
that it has periodically convened have focused their attention on economie

matters. Such matters like the rectification of trade imbalances, pro-
motion of sale of capital goods, extension of technical and economic aid,

ways of meeting competition from western industrial nations, and the in-
fluence of Arab nationalism on development within the region's pil in-
dustry.ﬁ

The desire to avoid involvement in sensitive political Middle East-
ern issues and their reluctance toc make commitments that could azlienate
One or more groups have been only one means by which the Japanese have
sought to cultivate friendly relations with the governmants of the region
and to reinforce their favourahle economie standing. In a more positive
fashion Japanese also were able to Project a good image of themselves
throughout the region.

During the immediate postwar period, they were not faced with the
necessity of playing down a militaristic or an imperialistic image in
the Middle East. Nonetheless, the Japanese Government did expand the
scope of its programme of inviting large numbers af officials and busi-
ness leaders to tour Japan.

Numerous programmes of cultural exchange have also been carried
out. Egyptian and Iragi archaeological treasures toured Japan as wall
as displays of modern Japanese art also have been sent to Middle Eastern
!:it:i.es.? Japanese groups have undertaken extensive archaeclogical wark
in Iraqg. Simultanecusly, both the Foreign Ministry and the newspaper
Asahi Shimbun reportedly made donatione to the UNESCO campaign to pre-
serve the temple of Abu Simbel. This Cooperation was followed by the

conclusion of a cultural agreements between Egypt and the Japanese Gov-
B
ernmant .

Japan and the Arab-Israeli Conflict

The Arab-Israeli conflict has been the only other major political
issue in recent Middle Eastern history in which Japan has become in-
volved. For reasons mentioned above, Japan has not become as deeply
embroiled in it as have other leading nations in the West. Neverthe-
less, Japan's commerce with the region has been constantly affected by
the Arab boycott of Israel.

Moreover, as Japan has been the only major Asian nation up to now
that has accorded the Jewish state full diplomatic recognition while
simultanecusly maintaining embassies throughout the Arab world, she has
had to devise suitable means for retain amicable relations with both
sides and for reconciling their conflicting pressures and demands,

Furthermore, just as the Arab-Israeli conflict has been the singlas




most important political issue to affect postwar Westesrn relations with
the Middle Bast, it also has remained potentially the most disruptive
political element in Japan®s ties with much of that area.

Before 1973, Japan did not develop a great political interest in
the Middle East as have the United States and Great Britain. Unlike the
United States, Japan was not pulled into Middle Eastern affairs as a re-
sult of the Cold War, and unlike Great Britain she did not have any long-
term ecolonial, treaty obligations, or defense commitments, that linked
her with the region.

Bevertheless, her ties with most of the countries of the Middle
East continued to expand rapidly. As a result, Japan has come to have
a significant stake in maintaining political stability within the region.
For Japan, first of all, stability in the Middle East became an important
issue because it means more economic development and greater commercial
opportunities.

In September, 1978, Prime Minister Takeo Fukuda made a official
visit to four Middle EBast countries. During his visit to Middle Easterm
counitries, Fukuda, Prime Minister of Japan reviewed bilateral problems
with Arab officials.

In his mesting with leaders of the region, in September, Mr. Pukuda
agreed on efforts to further develop bilateral relations in the fields
of technical and economic cooperation and cultural exchange.

This wisit was the first trip made by a Japanese Prime Minister
exclusively to the Middle East area. Therefore, it was considered vital-
ly important as an indicator of fauture relations.

Prime Minister Fukuda explained Japan's basic position on the Middle
East problem and expressed his hope for the early realization of a fair
and lasting peace solutieon in the Arab-Israeli conflict. He called for
the withdrawal of Israeli forces from Arab areas occupied in the 1967
war and the recognition of the rights of Palestinians in accordance with
the United Mations Charter-’

In a press conference held after his meetings with the Iranian
leaders, the Japanese Prime Minister added that the Indian Ocean and Gulf
areas "are wvery important for the maintenance of Japan's lifeline, as
well as world peace, as they contain an oil-rich region and a main oil
supply route to industrial countries, including Jhpan+'1n The visit was
considersed to have consolidated friendship between the two nations and
clarified the direction for future relations.

Daily Yomiuri, Sept. 14, 1978, mentioned that "Japan and Saudi
Arabia called Tuesday for Israeli withdrawal from Arab lands occupied in

1967, as a prerequisite for Middle East and world peace.” The call came
in a joint communigue issued at the end of Prime Minister Fukuda's talks
with Saudi Crown Prince Fahd Bin Abdul Aziz.

Saudi Arabia was the last stop in Fukuda's four nation tour of oil
producing countries, searching for more sources of o0il and outlets for
Japanese goods and Expertise-ll

The communique said stepping up efforts for a just peace in the Mid-
dle East is essential for world peace. "To achieve this, it i=s inevit-
able that Israel withdraws from lands occupied in 1967, including Jerusa-
lem, and recognizes the rights of Palestinians in self-determination.”

Commenting on this matter, Chief Cabinet Secretary Shintaro Abe in
a press conference said that there had been no change in Japan's Mideast
policy. He added that the communique said Fukuda and Saudi leaders had
agreed on the need for Israel to withdraw from all Arab territories accu-
pied in 1967.

Abe told newsmen that the Japanese Government had persistently sup—
poerted the UN Security Council Resglution No.242, which called for
Israel's withdrawal from all occupied Arab territnri&s.lz

Furthermore, at the conclusion of Premier Fukuda's wisit to the CAE,
the joint UAE-Japan's press release, “reaffirmed the Japaness Government's
position and stressed the necessity to achieve a just durable peace in
the Middle Bast.™ The Release called for the implementation of the Se-
curity Councils" Resolution 242 "including the withdrawal of Israsli
forces from all the territoriss occupied in the 1367 War, and to recog-
nize and respect the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people includ-
ing their right to self determination in accordance with the United Na-
tions Charter." Accordingly, Sheikh Zayed, President of the UAE expressed
his appreciation for the positicn of the Japanese Government on the Middle
East questiun.13

Japan's Interests in Middle East Peace

The one field in which Japan was not able ta satisfy is the Arab
need of armaments., Expenditure on arms is considersd one of a big allo=-
cations in government budgets in the region. Because of its constitution,
Japan, since 1945, could not possess a big arms industry. It kept its
production to a bare minimum to eguip its limited military forces.

On Sep. 22, 1978, Chief Cabinet Secretary Shintaro Abe issued a
statement saying that the Japanese Government welcomed the accord reached
at Camp Dawvid between Egyptian President Anwar Sadat and Israeli Premier
Menachem Begin, Prime Minister Fukuda also welcomed the new development




in his administrative policy speech to the Diet. These statements re-

vealed the Japanese Govermment's intention to help promote peace in the

Middle East.

However, the Foreign Ministry was very cautious about the prospect
of peace in the Middle East. One Foreign Ministry official commented on
the prospect of peace saying:

l) Only the framework of peace was made at Camp David, and the contents
of the framework depend on talks to be held in the futurs.

Z) Kothing was mentioned in the accord about the Palestine Liberation
Organization (PLO). Accordingly, a violent reaction from the Arab
radicals, the Soviet Union, and East European countries, which sup-
port them is expected, and a 3plit in the Arab camp is unavoidable.

3} The success of peace-making efforts will depend on how far the United
States will be able to pursuade Israel to accept a compromise, and
whether mediation involving the Arab moderates will succeed on the
basis of Israel's cnnprm_i_sg*l‘

Prime Minister Fukuda on his trip to the United States "was asked
by President Carter to assist the Arab moderates in order to bring
about peace in the Middle East.*

Belgian Prime Minister Leo Tindemans, on his visit to Tokyo, ex-
pressed concern about the prospect of peace in the Middle East during
talks on Sep. 20, 1978, with Foreign Minister Sonoda. Sonoda replied
that (1) the countries concerned entered a conditional struggle because
a framework of peace had been worked out; (2) both Israel and the Arab
moderates were voicing hawkish views in order to make the terms of peace
profitable to themselves, and (3) all the countries concerned, however,
have difficult domestic problems, so they will have to conclude a peace
treaty evutu-allr.l&

The foreign minister of Japan, whose national policy necessitates
cooperation with the United States could not take a cold attitude to-
ward the Camp David accord brought about through United States mediation.

Mr. Hiranc, commentator at Japan Times, stated that, "the first
thing Japan will be asked to do will be to extend economic aid to Egypt.
Egypt has external liabilities totaling $12 bhillion and its domestic
economy is said to be in a critical condition. Japan so far has ex-
tended economic aid totaling ¥101,580 million to that country. Prime
Minister Fukuda originally placed Egypt on the itinerary of his recent
Mideast tour and reportedly planned to pledge a yen credit of ¥30 bil-
lion to ¥35 billion, but his visit to Egypt was canceled. However,
there is a strong probability that the pledge will be honoured when the
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opportunity arrives.

Japanese officials, however, whose government has alsao diplomatic
relations also with the Arab radicals, does not want to alienate those
radical states "by siding with the Sadat administration only." It is
believed, therefore, that Japan plans to extend credit to Egypt as part
of its plan to treble its aid to developing countries, as promised by
Fukuda at the Bonn summit. This cautious attitude may be ssen as a re-
flection of Japan's universal diplomacy. And this is considered, how-
ever, Japanese indirect contribution to Mideast peace.

FOOTNOTES (III)

1. Mr. Saburo Okita, Executive Director of the Japan Economic Re-
search Centre and a special assistant to the Economic Planning Agency,
wrote that "Japan has been following a policy of "economic interest
first.”™ On many international economic issupes, Japan took a positive
attitude by examining such issues effects on Japan's economy and the
protection of Japanese immediates national interests. This attitude has
been effective in achieving rapid recovery and expansion of domestic
economy. While Japan's economy was weak and struggling to recover from
the effects of the war, such an attitude was more or less accepted by
foreign nations.” (Saburo Okita, “Japan and the Developing Nations,"
CJ, XXVIII, June 2, 1965, p.229.)

In his discussion of Japanese aid activities, John White commented
that “"Japan's policy in Asia is in practice ... confined to the pursuit
of trade, buttressed where necessary by aid, and its principal charae-
teristic is its avoidance of anything that might give offence.” BHe
further pointed out that the Japanese Government conscienticusly avoided
taking sides in the recent dispute among Malaysgia, Indonesia, and the
FPhilippines over North Bornec because of its fear of reviving anti-
Japanese feeling among them and of endangering one or more of its export
markets; see J. White, Japanese Aid, pp.10-17.

2. As in the cases of Okazaki Katsuo, Takasaki Tatsunosuke, Chira
Masayoshi, and Kawashima Shojiro.

3. It is interesting to note that while Japan was fairly quick to
station diplomatic representatives in almost every independent Middle
Eastern country during the 1950's a number of Middle Bastern Governments
delayed in opening regular missions in Tokyo and in assigning permanent
representatives to Japan.

4. Until that time, only a charge d'affaires had been statiocned in
Saudi Arabia. The Government revealed its plans to establish a diplo-
matic office in Riyadh on January 7, 1959, not long after Arahian 0il
Company sunk its first well; see Japan Times, July 7, 1956, p.3.

5. The dispatch of commercial attaches after 1957 and the establish-

mant of an economic and technical cooperation bureau within the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs (Gaimusho) are two examples of this,



6. See, for instance, various article published in the DSJP includ-
ing those appearing on February 2, 1960, (p.1l); December 17, 1962, (p.6);
January 23, 1963(p.10]): and February 29, 1964 (p.ll);: MEC, March 1960,
p.5; and the Japan Times, January 7-11, 1966 and January 25, 1967.

7. Three different exhibits of Egyptian antiguities have been held in
Tokyo and an Iragi “roving antiquities show" was shown in spring of 1967.
(€3, xXxv, 3(September 1958), p.516; Japan guarterly,X, 2({April-June 1963],
p.274, and XII, 4 (October-December 1965), p.550; Japan Times, August 6,
1966, p.4; and ﬂ.ag!i_did tews, December 14, 1966, p.ii; see also Japan Times,
July 14, 1356, p.B.

8. Prince Mikasa, a hrother of Emperor Hirchito, participated for a few
days (in October 1956) in the excavations at Tel Ath-Thalathat in Irag,
that were sponsored by the Oriental Culture Research Institunte at Tokyo
University. (Ariga Tetsutaro and Xato Ichiro, "The Ancient Near East,™ in
Comite Japonais des Sciences Historigues {ed.), Le Japan au XI¥ Congres
International Des Sciences Historiques a Stockholm: L'Etat Actuel et les
Tendances des Etudes Historigques au Japon (Tokyo: Nippon Gakujutsu Shin-
kokai, 1960), pp.395-96; Japan Times, Septenber 8, 1956, p.3, and Snptgnhez
i, 1956, p.l. For information on Japanase archaselogical activities in
Israel, see "Japanese Complete Third Dig at Tel Reror,” Jerusalem P'st,
August 24, 1966, p.B; "Japanese Archaeclogists Complete Excavation, '

Japan Times, August 25, 1966, p.l10; "Tokyo University Archaeclogists Un-
cover Bronze Age City," Ja Times, September 8, 1%66, p.2; and Israel,
Central Office of Information, Israel Government ¥ear Book - 1962 (Israel:
Covernment Printer, 1962), p.243.)

9. Japan Times, Oct. 26, 1978

10. The Iranian-Japaness joint communigue stated that the two premiers
agreed to promote bilateral trade, including the export of semi-finished
Iranian goods to Japan and the participation of Japan in various economic
projects im Iran. In the cultural field, agr=ement was reached on the
organisation of events to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the
establishment of cfficial relations between the two countries. Fukuda
expressed his understanding of the Iranian viewpoint that the Gulf area
should not be subject to foreign intervention.

11. Premier Fukuda also visited Qatar, United Arab Emirates and Iran.

12. Daily Yomiuri, Sep. 14, 1978.

13. WAM, Bewsresel, Sep., 1978.

14. Minoru Hirano, "Japan's Mideast Peace Role*, Daily Yomiuri (Tokyo),
Sep,. 24, 1978.

15. Ibid.
16. Ibid

Iv: DIPLOMACY OF RESOURCES

Professor Shinji Masjima, in hi=s article, =mMiddle Eastern Culture:
A Heritage for Japanese," stated that "the debt the Japanese people owe
to the civilization of the Middle East is very old, dating back many
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centuries.*’ He pointed out that the Japanese still only know a2 tiny
fraction of what actually happened in both ancient and recent history
of gultural interchange between the Arabs and Japan.

From what has been mentioned, one may rationalise that autumn of
1973 marked the Arabs 3rd awakening to a new dawn in their history.

This third awakening does not cast them as conguerers Saracens profess-
ing a new faith, but as responsible partners in economic development at
home and abreoad.

World's interest in the Arab World has been intense since the oil
crisis stunned the industrialized narions into recognition of the new
realities of the 1970"'s and the potential structural changes that they
entailed.

As such the Arab Mation has vital economic importance for Japan,
because as has been noticed that many Arab states are among the major
oil suppliers to this country which relies on the supply from the Middle
East for B0% of its total consumption needs. Enowing that oil accounts
for 75% of Japan's total energy consumption, one can easily conclude the
importance of the Arab world to Japan. Whereas oil producing Arab States
are stepping up their international economic development on the strength
of their abundunt oil revenues, they do need, in return, Japan's technolog-
ical assistance.

Since it is the biggest object for a Japanese to seck 3 way for
ensuring stable supply of oil for Japan's advanced industry, it may be
said that both Arab and Japanese interests are to work for the promotion
of their mutual “resources diplomacy® in transferring Japanese econo=y,
technology, and its know-how for Arab oil and petro-dollars; and above
all, the promotion of cultural exchanges.

A positive stand taken in the direction towards the cementation of
Japan-Arab relation was the visit made by Premier Fukuda on the 5th of
September, 1978. This visit was termed as "significant™. Some of the
Premier's aides guoted him as saying, "Japan wants closer ties with the
Mideast.™’ He was also quoted in saying that the Arabian Gulf is a
"wital line for Japan-J

Some of the fruits of this visit was the fostering of such rela-
tions which will lead to eventual promotion of economic, technological,
and cultural cooperation between our two nations.

Within the political arena, Arab Japanese relation developed tre-
mandously. During the Arab-Israeli War of 1973, when oil was used as
weapon, the United Arab Emirates swiftly toock action to enlist Japan on
the list of friendly countries. This action left its thumbprints on the




future diplomacy of Japan-Arab relation. Thereby, Japan stood in the UN
circles supporting the justice and peace the Arabs wanted.

One can also state with delight the most recent development of the
establishment of two National Committees for Research on Arab Japansse
Relations in Japan composed of scholars and academicians, economists and
businessmen, previous diplomats and politicians, and specialiste on Mid-
dle Eastern Affairs. The same was established in Cairo under the spon-
sorship of the League of Arab States. #And this is a very positive step
towarde this direction.

Honetheless, whereas Japan lived for a while in isclation, Arabs
learned a little about Japan and through a third party. The image the
Arabs were given of Japan, which still exists in some parts of the Arab
world, is one of geisha girls, cheap transistors, and Mount Fuiji.

Surely, on the other side, the =ame hypothesis is applied. Host
Japanese businessmen admit the lack of knowledge of the Arab world.

The view of many Japanese of Arahs i=s one of camels, desserts, The
Arabian Wights Harem, and ©0il rigse. It is, therefore, both nations need
a cultural understanding to cope with their strong economic ties.

FOOTROTES (IV)

1. Quoted in, Dialogue: Middle East and Japan, Tokyo, The Japan Foun-
dation, 1978.

2. Mainichi Daily, Sep. 3, 1978.

3. Daily Yomiuri, Sep. 9, 1978.

JAPAN'S DISCOVERY OF ARAB WORLD
-Basis of Mutual Cognizance and its Future-

Yuze lNagaks

Japan and the Arab World were separated afar off, and the both
peoples had never seen each other through untold ages. The both, how-
ever, were connected with each other by unseen and intangible linkage.

On the architectural mode of the Buddhist temples and on the archaic
Buddhist iconcgraphy in the 6th Century Japan, we can very clearly find
the influence of the Hellenistic ciwvilization, which was introduced
through and across Central Asia, China and Korea. Thus, the Horyuji
Temple in Mara, for example, proves itself linked even with al-Iskandariya
of Eqypt. By the 9th Century, the Arab traders had stretched their com-
mercial activities so far to Chinese port cities, such as Chuan-chou.

The city was called, in Arahic, Janfu by Ibn Ehurdadhbeh of the 9th Can-
tury in his "Kitab al-masalik wa-l-mamalik”, and alse called Zaytun by
Ibn Majid of the 15th Century. This city, which Ibn Battita visited by
himself, had a flourishing Arab colony. Among the residents of the city,
active and ambitious merchants from the Arab East could be found. China
accepted many Japanese visitors as well, successively for centuries.

They were students, Buddhist priests, merchantes, and even armed pirates.
It is not a baseless guess that those Japanese visitors to China did hear
about the Arab traders, and vice wversa, even if they might not meet sach
other personally.

The Arab World and Japan were, moresover, correlated by a coincidence
of fate. Japanese ‘bushi-dan', cavalier-typed feudal lords, succeeded in
driving back the Mongol invasions to the Kyushu Island in 1274, and once
again in 1281, while, in 1260, fourteen years earlier than the Japanese
first success, the Mamalik army led by az-Zahir Rukunuddin Baybars al-
Bundugdari defeated Mongols at Ayn Jalat in Syria.

Nevertheless, it is guite reasonable that either Japan or the Arab
World could not perceive the mutual relationship, because they were so
distantly separated and their ties were so indirect and vague. A more
clear-cut answer for the reasons could be provided by the explanation as
the following. Suppose, there is a diagram consisting of three circles
triangularly overlapped. The three circles are to reprenént the Eurasian
sphere, the Mediterranean sphere and tha sphere of Indian Ocean respec-
tively. The diagram displays the basic structure of the world cosmunica-
tion system before the modern age. Each sphere may be’ understood as a
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Difference of Historical Status between Japan and the Arab l.m.tld .
densely and tightly organized area inside which man, commodity and

formation can very easily flow and circulate. AS will be seen upon a

moment's reflection, the Arab World is to be located in the threefold

overlapped zone on the diagram. Where should Japan be? Japan is to be

get on the suter point of intersection of both the Eurasian and the
Indian Ocean circles. Tha Arab World was at the centre, and Japan at
the peripheral verge. Therefore, we should pay attention not only 1r:u
the geographical distance, but also to a definite gap in the historical
status. This gap inevitably reflected on the Japanese image of world,
which was distinctly narrower than what Arab travellers and geographers
described. Concerning the latter, it may be sufficient to mention only
the cases of al-Istakhrl, Ibn Hawgal, al-Mugaddasl and s0 on in the 10th
Century. Contrary to the broader aspect of the Arabs, the traditional
world-wview in Japan was to be characterized by a Japanese term, 'Kara-
Tenjiku', Kara is an old word to mean China, and Tenjiku likely to mean
India. In brief, the principal constituents of the outside world for
the Japanese were no more than China and India. It depends on Japan's
location as shown on the above-mentioned diagram. No objection can pos-
sibly be raised to an idea that Buddhism and Confucianism have sustained
the ideological setup and the emotiomal motivations for the Japa!:eae
traditional minds. Those two must be the backbone of 'ashshakhsiya
al-yabaniya'. Buddhism came from India, and Confucianism from C].':inilj
The Japanese traditional image of world tock shape with the orientation
and aspiration for the cultural hinterlands.

Such an image was embraced by the Japaness people till 1853, when
the American fleet suddenly came to the Bay of Tokyo to force Japan to
open the doors with the menace of bombardment. Although some shrewd in-
tellectuals had already given warnings against the danger of Western ag-
gression, it took place so abruptly. Japanese people called the American
fleet "Kuro-fune'. This expression, literally 'black ship', implies
their frightfulness and surprise to the Westerm civilization. “Kuro-fune'

was strikingly similar to the Egyptian experience to face Mapoleon
Bonaparte's troops half a century before. The Japanese traditional
image was challenged, and the conception of 'Seiyo", that is the Oc-
cident, emerged to the fore. After the Meiji Revolution of 1868,
"Seiyo" became a target for the Japaness. Japan launched an untiring
endeavour to follow up the Western development and to adapt herseif to
it. It is important for us now to notice that ‘Kara-Tenjiku' plus
'Seiyo' were still lacking any keen interest whatever to the Arab World.

Howewver, it is not correct to say that Japan never had even a
chance to recognize the Arab World before the modern age. There was a
very fair possibility once at least, even though it could not be a-
chieved at last. Through the 15th and the 16th Centuries, the atmos-
phere of Japanese society was, politically, economically, and cultural-
ly, very dynamic and productive. The then situation was revolutionarized
and unstable in the course of power centralization over the rivalry of
the predominant feudal lords and over the rampancy of large-scaled peas-
ants rebellions. What are now well-known as beauties of Japan origi-
nated in this era, e.g. 'Sado’' (Tea ceremony), 'Tkebana' (Flower ar-
rangement), such theatrical arts as "NG', 'Kyogen®, 'Kabuki®', and 'Nin-
gyo Joruri‘, etc. In this era, many Japanese as merchants, sailors,
mercenaries and pirates went abroad, mainly to the South-east Asia. And
there, they must have caught a glimpse of the last decades of prosperity
of the 'karimI" business in Cairo. It was in the latter half of the
I6th Century that priests from Spain and Portugal came to Japan, intro-
ducing Catholicism of Christianity together with things from the ex-Arah
part of the world. The people and the things from al-Andalus were called
'Manhan'. ‘'Manban®' means barbarians of the south. The concept itself
should be attributed to the ancient Chinese categorization of foreigners.
But, in the 16th Century Japan, its meaning was neatralized, and rather
in fact, everything ‘Nanban'-styled was highly estimated and respected.
1f the Japanese were able to search for and study about the roots of the
"Manban' culture any mors, they might have directly met the Arab-Islamic
civilization.

There is a Japanese word 'juban' which indicates a long garment,
open in front, with wide slesves. This 'juban' came, with no doubt,
from an Arabic word "jubba’. A Hadith tells the Prophet took a woolen
‘jubba shamiya' in his expedition. The word reached the Japanese lan-
gquage through the medium of Portuguese in the 16th Century. ‘'Donsu’,
that is damask, and 'merinsu’, that is muslin or Mawsill, are the same
cases in borrowing of Arahic words through the 'Hanban’ languages. We



can still f£find a playing set of ‘"tawla® as one of remainings of Arab-
Nanban culture in the Matsura Museum at Hirado, the western edge of
Kyushi, which was the first important port in the trade with Portuguese
marchants.

The inception of such & happy encounter was banned violently, when
the Tokugawa Shogunate proclaimed and executed the policy to close the
doors against foreigners except the Dutchmen who were permitted to wvisit
the Wagasaki port. The proclamation of 'Sakoku' (the close-down of the
country) was in 1639, the next year of the blood-stained suppression of
Japanese Christians' revolt in Amakusa Peninsula of Kyushu. Japan be-
came isolated since, and eliminated for herself the possibility to enjoy
the expected contact with the Arab-Islamic civilization. Arai Hakuseki,
the most influencial administrator in the beginning of the 18th Century
and, at the same time, one of the most brilliamt intellectuals of Japan
historically, wrote a book titled "Seiyd Kimon" (Hearings about 'Seiyo'l,
basing upon the knowledges and informations procured by the interroga-
tion of a captured Italian priest Giovanni Battista Sidotti who tried
to smuggle himself into Japan in 1708. On a page of "Seiyo Kimon”,

Arai Hakuseki gawve an imaginary illustration of pyramids in Giza, which
seemed to be wooden towers of elevated trapezoid. Beside the tower-
pyramids, there can be seen some pine-trees similar to those in the
*Ukiyoe' of 'Tokaido' Road. This illustration symbolizes Japanese ig-
norance about Egypt and the Arab World under the isolation on the inter-
national scene.

Thus, Japanese approach to the Arab World in the modern age was no
other than a discovery. In the immense flood of modern Japanese studies
on the West, we find some rare, but amply significant approaches to the
Arab World. Japanese views and attitudes onto the Arab society in the
modern world are, in this sense, the fascinating topics. I would like
to adduce three notable examples among Japanese writings on modernm Egypt.

Firstly, I should mention Shibusawa Eiichi's "Kosei-jikki® (Diary
of Voyage Westward) of 1871. Shibusawa was a leading figure of Japanese
entrepreneurs in the stage of emerging capitalism. He participated to
a delegation of Tokugawa Shogunate for European countries in 1867, just
one year before the Meiji Revolutinn. What he saw in Suez on his way to
Burope was, first of all, the Suez Canal under construction. He was
deeply impressed by the large-scaled enterprise operating in front of
his eyes. He says, "The Buropeans' purpose in the enterprise struck us
most forcibly.® Thus, a2 young xenophobe exclusionist changed his mind.
What was impressed on him was not Egypt or the Egyptians, but the West-

ern Capitalism. The Egyptian labourers who worked in the construction
2its were absolutely out of his sight. He mentions that "the Egyptian
society is still preserving the polygamy, a sign of its backwardness.™
And it is well-known that Shibusawa himself, later on, came to keep a
number of concubines. A viewpoint of westernization preoccupied Shibu-
sawa's observation in anyway.

Secondly comes Tokai Sanshi's "Egiputo Kinseishi" (Moderm History
of Egypt), 1B88. Tokai Sanshi is a pen-name of Shiba Shiro. He joined,
as 3 secretary, with the delegation to Europe and America, led by Tani
Tateki, the then Minister for Agriculture and Commerce. On the way to
Europe, they came naturally to Cairo and found the situation just after
the British occupation: They changed their schedule, and went back to
Ceylon to see Ahmad Orabl, a political exile over there. After talking
with him about the cavses of the Egyptians' setback, they came back
again to Cairc to re-examine the result. Japan, in that period, faced
the task to revise the unegqual treaties with the Western Powers, and,
moreover, had to confront with their repeated manipulations to intro-
duce the Mixed Court system into Japan. This was the real background of
Tani Mission's keenness to the Egyptian situation. Returning to Japan,
Tokaisanshi published the book on the contemporary history of Egypt,
covering the period from the emergence of Muhammad AlT's state to the
Orabl Movement. On the preface, the auther writes in an articulate ex-
pression, that the aim of the book was to warn the popular readers by
the fair observation and judgement of the modern Egyptian experiesnces,
and to urge them to stand firmly on guard against the Western pressure.

Thirdly, I take the Japanese translation of Lord Cromer's "Modern
Egypt". The translation, "Saikin-no Bgiputo®, 2 wole., 1911, was spon-—
sored by the Greater Japan Civilization Association which was headed by
Okuma Shigenobu, an able politician, one of parliamentary leaders, and
the founder of Waseda University. Okuma, giving a publishers' note,
said that, if the Japanese people would study the Cromer's work, Japa-—
nese rule over Korea could be handled more skilfully. Japan annexed
Forea as a colony in 1910, one year before the publication of the book.
Here, Japansse interest to Egypt was concentrated to tha point how clev-
erly the British managed the matters in Egypt, in a special reference to
Japanese policies towards the Koreans.

By analysing these three examples, we can throw light not only on
the Japanese changing attitudes to the modern Arab World, but also on

the specific course apnd its characteristics in the modern development
of Japan.



When Japan had to face the Western impact by the ircident of the
Eurofune's coming in 1853, Mapoleon Bonaparte's coming to Egypt and
Syria was not refered by the Japanese people. Japan participated to the
San Remo Conference of 13920 in cooperation with other Powers to establish
British mandatory system in Palestine. Japan is, however, insisting her
guiltlessness and cleanliness over the Palestine Question. It is rather
because of forgetfulness than tactics. In the early 1930's, the over-
whelming advance of Japanese cultured pearl in the world marker inflicted
serious damages on the traditional pearl fishery in the Arabian Gulf
area. Almost of Japanesze people are neglecting the fact in spite of
their deep concern for getting the petroleum from the area. In 2 sharp
contrast to those Japanese attitudes, the Arab people are still foster-
ing their interests to Japanese mind and civilization, which were caused
by the observations of the Russo-Japanese War, the attack to the Pearl
Harbor, the first experience of Atomic Bombs and the rapid economic growth
in 1960"s.

If we try to make comparison between Japan and the Arab World on
some specifically designed scales in the social accumulation amount of
knowledge of each other and in the degree of interestednass to each other,
We may come to an interim conclusion that the Arabs are more or less su-
perior to the Japanese for the moment. Very objectively speaking, it
seems to be difficult to arrive at other conclusions.

The process of development in mutual understandings between nations
is being traced from 'they' consciousness to 'you' consciousness and up
to 'we' consciousness. The Arab people are having daily contacts with
various and numercus commoditiss from Japan, and sometimes observing
Japanese personal behaviors, and lately, accepting Japanese communities
of fair size with even schools for Japanese children. Therefore, the
attitude of Arab common people towards Japan is passing from a 'they'
consciousness stage into a 'you' stage, although Japan's side as a whole
seems still to remain in a 'they' stage.

It is abligatory for the Japanese people to take their own positive
initiatives to change the situation. We should overcome such an un-
balanced condition as guickly as possible to materialize the conscious-
ness of 'we' relationship. Through this Symposium organized upon the
scholarly and scientifie basis, the participants in such a trans-national
formation are making great strides for the destination to attain the ‘we®
solidarity.

The Arab World has taken good efforts to build up such frameworks
of activity as Euro-Arab Dialogue and Arab-African Cooperation to ac-

celerate motual cooperations with the outside world. And I am convinced
that the Arab World is seeking for the third framework in the form of
Arab-Japanese relations. So far as the framework of Euro-Arab Dialogue
is concerned, I have an impression of Arab meptality that there seems

to be a sense of divergence against the partner. Diagonally opposite

to it, the Arab people take Japan as an equivalent and homogeneous part-
ner with them. The oriental character of the Japanese society is always
emphasized by the Arab people. However, Japanese visitors to the Arah
World are usually impressed with its exotic atmosphere. The Arab World
is observed by the Japanese people in the context of heterogemeity.

Consequently, the Arab approach to Japan and Japan's response to
it must be very important topics for us. From time to time, Japan tried
to keep herself aloof from the Arab World in the international affairs.
But, Japan's economic commitment with the Arab World and the interdepend-
ent condition between them have been inevitably developed. What the
Arabs are urgently demanding of the Japanese must be a civilizational
cooperation with direct human contact. Therefore, Japan's response
should not be to limit her efforts to the fringe of economic coopera-
tion. We need political understanding as a tangible expression of cul-
tural exchange, and political commitment as an articulate expression of
human encounter. According to my research on the possibilities and con-
ditions of anti-Japanese feeling im the Arab World, the key problem is
situated on a marked discrepancy in the images of relationship between
each other. If Japan behaves to injure the Arab sense of homogeneity
and equivalence with Japan, it causes very much severe repercussions in
Arab attitudes.

I would raise three points for ocur discussion as the last part of
my presentation. Japanese researchers of Arzb Studies should make the
following three points very clear to the Japanese public.

i} Multiple and dynamic stroctore of Arab identity —- How a

'national" identity is acguired as an option, and how plural

'national' identities are combined at the same time, through the

process of identity crisis, either on the personal level or en

any group lewvel.

i1i) Political implications of Islam -- Progressive programmes and

national unity can be endorsed by the Islamic conceptions.

iii) Individualistic rationalism endogenous to the Arab society

and its future possibility -- the points about which most of

Japanese people are fatally misunderstanding, and by which the

Japanese image of Arab civilization and of its contribution for

the future mankind will be drastically changed.



ARABIC STUDIES IN JAPAN

Buvuf Abbas Hawod

This essay is an attempt to observe and state, not to analyse or
to express the author's preference and walue judgements. I say this at
the outset in order to justify my lack of knowledge of the language that
handicapped any possibility to go through the works written by Japanese
scholars on the Arab World. Mevertheless, this essay is based on my ex-
perience with Japan and Japanese Arabic studies circles, with whom I
could establish strong ties over seven years. The essay deals with the
academic Arabic studies in Japan generally concerned with the Arab World;:
its history, culture, religion, language and literature, socio-economic
and political conditions.

L & L]

Japan's knowledge of the Arab World is as recent as the beginning
of the second decade of this century for certain historical circumstances.
Since the seclusion of Japan under Tokugawa Shogunate (1603 - 1867),
sources of information about alien countries were limited to what the
Japanese could gather from the Dutch in their man-made island and trad-
ing center of Dejima facing Hagasaki. Throush that back-side window
Japan started to collect her knowledge of Western science. The school
of Dutch Learning (rangaku) came into existence after 1720 when the
Bakufu relaxed its ban against Western books and permitted works not
containing Christian ideas to enter the country. This led a small eir-
cle of scholars to begin studying Dutch in order to become acguainted
with Western science, and these men started to purswee such subjects as
astronomy, physics, electricity, plant studies, cartography, gecgraphy
and medicine.

Through that back-side window Japan obtzined her first scattered
informations about the Arab Countries: their peoples, culture and his-
tory based on what the Japanese scholars heard from Western traders and
missionary. The first work of the kind was written by Arai Hakuseki in
the first decade of the eighteenth century titled Seiyo Kibun (What
I heard about the West). In his work Arai introduced the first informa-
tions about the Arab countries and Egypt which he could gather through
4 certain Italian missionary named Sidocei.

The mid-nineteenth century witnessed the collapse of Japan‘s policy
of isclation and seclusion as a result of external pressures exerted by
foreign states, and ths revolutionary social pressures within Japan her-

self. To put the matter ancther way, when in 1854 the Japansse signed
a treaty with the United States, they were not reacting solely to the
American naval power, they were reacting also to the fundamental needs
of their own society. Hence, the seclusion was ended and replaced by

2 broad policy of intercource with the West. As a result, the Shogunate
and the system of feudalism were replaced by a centralised administra—
tion carried on in the name of the emperor METJI (1868 - 1912}, which
launched the modermization process of education, army, etc.

Despite the intercource with the West and strengthening trade and
cultural relations, Japaness policy was occupied with the fear of West-
ern influence especially when Japan needed investments to build rail-
ways. Concerning this matter there were two choices; either teo invite
foreign investments, or to depend exclusively on the national capital.
Some politicians and businessmen stubbornly warned from being pushed
into the debt trap of foreign powers in order te avoid Egypt'=s destiny.
They studied carefully the experience of Egypt with foreign investments
and its political concegquences. Shibusawa Eiichi, the leading entre-
prensur of Meiji era, dealt with this issue in his work "Eosei Nikki®
{(Rebirth Diaries). Some leading politicians such as Ito Hirobumi,
Matsukata Masayoshi, and Okuma Shigenobu contributed to the campaign.

Again, the experience of Egypt with Fforeign influence was inspir-
ing to Shiba Shiro in his autobiographical novel published in 1888,
under the title "Kajin No Kigu" (Romantic Meeting with Two Pair Ladies).
In the meanwhile the writer went in a trip to Burope escorting Tani
Kanjo, the minister of agriculture and commerce, who recognized his abili-
ties and appuinted him as his Private secretary. At Ceylon Shiba and
his chief were able to meet Arabi Pasha, the Egyptian nationalist leader
in exile, who explained to them Egypt's experience with "the aggressive-
ness of imperialism of the white race". Their arrival in Egypt afforded
them an opportunity to observe the situation under the British Occupa-
tion. When Shiba and the minister returned o Japan in 1888, they both
resigned their position and joined the political opposition to foreign
debts and unegual treaties with foreign powers.

By the end of 1880's the pPolitical ideas of Jamal Ad-din al Afghani
about Pan-Islamism were introduced to Japan by Yano Ryukei in his work
"Keikoku Bidan™ (The Story of Politicians). Both Qur' an and the work
of Ibn Ishag "Sirat Muhammed” were translated from English.

However, Japan's concern with Egypt or Islamic culture at that time
cannot be separated from the general trend of Japanese intellectuals who
focussed their intention to the study of human cultures. Arabic studies



a&s desciplined studies were not in existence before the 1910's, when
Japaness capitalism were matured enough to push the country's policy
towards military expansion at the expense of neighbouring countries,

and the Russo - Japanese War (1904-1905) which resulted in the establish-
ment of Japanese existence and interests in Forea and Manchuria.

The expansionist movement was accompanied by a wide interest in
Chinese and Asian studies which became the task of the Great Japan Cul-
tural Association (Dai Nippon Bummei Kyokai}l. In 1911 the Association
issued the Japanese version of Cromer's Modern Egypt with a preface
stating that the British experience in Egypt is rather instructive to
Japan in her administratiom of Korea. The fact of having an Islamic
community in China encouraged the Association to study Islamie history
and culture in order to find suitable approach to the Chinese Muslims
and to mark the beginning of Islamic and Arabic stodies in Japan.

Since then the Islamic and Arabic studies were deeply influenced
by the strategic necessities of the Japanese government either economic
or political. Consequently, we can distinguish three phases in the
development of those stwdies closely connected with the development of
Japanese politics and economic interests.

.

The Inter War Period witnessed the first phase, in which four
Arabic studies institutions of semi - governmental nature came into
being.

(a) The Islamic Association of Great Japan (Dai-Nihon Kaikyo
Kyokai) to which professors Matsuda Hisao, Iwanaga Hiroshi and Kobayashi
Hajime werse affiliated. Their concerns were varied from Izlamic law and
religion to the history of Islamic countries in gemneral. Professor
Kobayashi Hajime is a good example of this group. He started his academic
career by Islamic law and shifted to the contemporary history of the Arab
World.

{(b) The Institute for Islamic Studies (Kaikyo-Ken Kenkvujo) which
was founded by Manchuria Railway Company to study the cultural background
of the Chinese Muslims. To this institute professors Nohara Shiroc, Take-
uchi Yoshimi, Gamo Reiichi, Kanazawa Makoto and Maejima Shinji were af-
filiated. While the first and secomd turned to Sinology, the third shife-
ed to Persian and the fourth to the modern history of France. Only pro-
fessor Maejima Shinji continued his career to be the leading Japanese
Arabist.

{c) The Research Section of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Gaimu-
sho)} which concentrated on the Arabic language and political affairs of

the Arab countries. It was an apprenticeship center for training the
young diplomats whoe were supposed to serve in the Arab World. Besides,
the Ministry started to despatch young diplomats to study Arabic lan-
guage in Egypt since 1926. Among the members of this section were those
who could develop their studies and became deeply interested in the
literature and history of Arabs. To the latter belong some distinguished
dipiomats such as Tamura Hideji, Obara Yoichiro, Odaka Masanao, Nakano
Eijiro and Kawasaki Torao.

{d) The Pacific Research Association which was concerned with the
study of Islamic culture and iiterature.

In 1939, before the ocutset of the war, Osaks University for Foreign
Studies [Osaka Gaikokugo Daigaku) introduced Arabic as a branch of Se-
mitic department. Since then Arabic became a disciplined study and among
the graduates of this branch there are leading scholars of Arabic grammar
and literature.

However, the Arabic and Islamic studies in the Inter-War pericd were
deeply influenced by the works of the Western Orientalists as far as the
Arab history and culture are concerned due to the fact that most of the
Japanese scholars at that time could not consult original Arabic resources,
only few of them had easy access to Arabic. But as far as the stodies of
Islamic history in China are concerned, the Japanese scholars were in
better position since they could consult the first hand materials espe-
cially documents.

Since the Islamic studies institutions of that period wers func-
tioned ae information centers to meet the demands of the Japanese diplo-
macy and business circles about South-east Aslan and West Asian countries,
they lost their raison d'etre after the defeat of Japan in the Second
World War and were liguidated. Their staff members were scattered to
various fields of interest, but some of them continued their career and
joined the staff of certain universities.

For example, Professor Masjima Shinji who has been ressarch worker
of Kaikyo-Ken Kenkyujo sponsored by South Manchuria Railway Company,
joined Feio Uniwversity. He pioneered in Islamic history to which he made
valuable contributions. He translated some original Arabic sources into
Japanese. His translation of the Arabian Mights (The Thousand and Cne
Nights) came cgut in three volumes, he translated too the Travels of Ibn
Battuta and al-Jahiz's work al-Bukhala (The Stingies].

T

Arahic studies in the Post-War years faced a critical dilemma.

Once the governmental and semi-governmental institutions were collapsed
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due to the defeat which has been accompanied by the hard task of recon-

struction, the Arabic studies in Japan were left for individual initiatives.

Wnile Professor Maejima Shinji established the Islamic historical studies

in Keio University. Professor Izutsu Toshihiko of the same university con-
centrated on Islam as a religion., Imp 1957, he introduced the first Japanese
version of Qur'an translated from Arabic in thres volumes. He had the hard
task of adapting Japanese characters to the Qur'anic expressions. His work

on "God and Man in Qur'an" has been a unigue reference in the subhject for
seyaral years.

At the same time, Professor Haneda of Eyoto University pionesred
the studies of Islam and Islamic culture in the regions of Mid-Asia
especially the history of Turks. Wwhen he died Eyoto University turned
his house into a research center for those studies known as Haneda Memo-—
rial House.

In addition, some Buddhist priests were interested in the studies
of comparative religions and contributed to the study of Islam. then be-
came more interested in certain area such as Honda Minobu who concen-
trated on Persian history and the history of Mongols in Persia and Mori
Masao the prominent scholar of Turkish history and culturs.

Ancther group of Japanese contained those who started their aca-
demic career as students of modern contemporary history of Europe, and
organized a study group on imperialism in Asia and Africa. The nation-
alization of Suez Canal and following Suez War in 19536 drew their atten-
tion to study the historical background of imperialism in the Arab coun—
tries of West Asia. In search of the native wviewpoint, they studied
Arabic to the extent that they could be able to consult the Arabic re-
sources. The results of their studies came out in a book on The Modern
History of the Arabs compiled by Itagaki Yuzo and Nakaoka San-eki. 1In
the 1960's the authors came to Cairo University to develop their know-
ledge and experience about the Arab affairs. Together with Miki Wataru,
the third pillar of this group, they led a new trend in the Japanese
Arabic studies.

Since the 1960's those individual efforts came to be appreciated
and encouraged by the authorities when they found it necessary to have
their own experts in West Asian affairs. It was then the time of eco-
nomic recovery and the emergence of Japan's new capitalism.

Through the Occupation years Japan struggled up from the defeat
and postwar disorder. When the Allies withdrew in 1952 her economy had
at last regained its prewar lewvel of output, real national output nearly
tripled from 1951 to 1963, growing at over 9 percent a year. As Japan

moves forward in the 1960"s then she has already raised her productive
powers twofold above their prewar level. Since the manufacturing in-
dustries were leading the boom, Japan's demand for energy was increas-
ing. With the Arab East acting as the main supplier of 0Qil, Japan's
economic interests in the area were growing, and the Arab - Japanese
trade flourished.

Hence, developing the Arabic studies in Japan in order to create
competent experts of Arab affairs became the main target of Japanese
diplomacy and economic interests. Japanese companies handling business
in the Arab countries badly needed personnel with some knowledge of
Arabic created a demand for teaching Arabic language and led to the
emergence of concerned institutions.

In 1961, Tokyo University for Foreign Stodies (Tokyo Gaikokugo
Daigaku) opened a new department for Arabic language and literature.

In the meanwhile, the branch af Arabic language in the Semitic depart-
ment of Osaka University for Foreign Studies gained independence.
Courses for teaching Arabic language and literature were organized in
various universities (Tokai, Tenri, Waseda, Keio and Takushoku Univer-
sities). Besides, the Egyptian Cultural Center, the Saudi - Japanese
Friendship Association and the Kuwait - Japanese Friemdship Association
opened evening classes for teaching Arabic.

Again the Arabic studies in Japan reached a mew boom. The Minis-
Eries of Education, International Trade and Industry, Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and the Japanese business circles provided fimancial funds to
the research projects and the academic institutions concerned with Arab
affairs. The Arabic studies have to he re-organized in conformity with
the needs of Japanese diplomacy and economic interests in several uni-
versities and research institutes.

Being the center of Arabic and Islamic studies from the mid-sixties

to the early =eventiga, Tokyo University for Foreign Studies concentrated
on the study of Arabic grammer, literature especially modern and Islamic

Philosophy. The Institute For the Languages and Cultures of Asia and
Afrieca (Ajia Afurika Cengo Bunka Fenkyujo) established by the same uni-
versity in 1964 had a plan to promote a research project in both Islamic
and African countries. In 1976, the co-ordinating project titled
“Islamization and Modernization in Asia and Africa™ was organized at the
Institute.

This project made considerable success in bringing three generations

of Japanese s:hn?nrn together: those who started their research caresr in
the Interwar period, those who started their career after the war and

those who started in the sixties. Under the auspices of this project
three periodical symposiums a yesar had to be held to which sholars from



various universities had to be invited. Each symposium was allocated
for certain topic such as the Problems of Contemporary lslam in South-
east and West Asia, Islam in Middle Ages, Islam in Africa, Land-owner-
ship and Land Systems in West Asia, Rural and Urban Societies in Muslim
fountries, Islamic Thought, and the Modern Arabic Literature.

At the term of a y=ar, the Institute of the Languages and Cultures
of Asia and Africa used to issue a publication containing the papers
submitted to the symposiums in that year, together with the comments
and discussions. This publication was titled "Islamization and Modern-
ization in Asia and Africa™. As the project lasted for seven years,
the Institute issued seven volumes of this publication which presents
the Japanese viewpoint on Islamic societies.

While Osaka University for Foreign Studies paid more attention to
Arabic grammar and linguistics, both Tokyo and Kyoto Universities have
wide range of interest in Islamic studies through the Institute of Ori-
ental Culture (Toyo Bunka Eenkyujo) in the former, and the Institute of
Middle Asia (Nairiku Ajia Eenkyujo) in the latter. The Institute of
Oriental Culture of Keio Univerzity concentrated on the history of West
Asian countries and comparative religion. Both Tenri and Taisho Uni-
versities shared the same interest.

Besides the universities, thers are two independent research in-
stitutes considered among the basic centers of Arabic studies in Japan,
the Institute of Developing Economies (Ajia Keizai RKenkynjo) founded in
1958 and the Middle East Institute (Chuto Chosakai) established in 1956.
While the former institute is affiliated with the Ministry of Inter-
naticnal Trade and Industry, the latter is affiliated with the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs. Their budgets are subsidized by the Government and
Japanese business.

The Institute of Developing Economies is mainly concernad with the
economic affairs and the socio-economic develiopsent in the Arab coun-
tries. Some research personnel wers despatched to the Arab countries
and succeeded in opening channels with the academic circles in the area,
some Arab scholars were invited to the institute as well. The Institute
organized study groups on the Middle East to which competent scholars
from various Japaness universities are contributing.

The Middle East Institute is acting as a research and information
center for Japanese diplomacy and business. It recurits the Middle East
experts from the universities to carry out the research projects, and
issues the Annual Book on Middle East and North Africa to provide the
interested Japanese circles with the basic informations about the area.

In the early seventies there were three trends among the Japanese
scholars. The first, represented those who had been educated in the
West and were directly or indirectly disciples of the Western Oriental-
ists, stood for following the traditions of Orientalism and looking for
the institutes of Islamic and Oriental studies in the West as fundamental
sources of informations on Arabic and Islamic countries without paying
attention to the studies of contemporary Arab and Muslim schalars. To
support their point of view they claimed that the contemporary works of
native scholars are heavily depending on the works of the Western Orien-
talists. Professor Shimada Johei of Chuo University was the spokesman
of this trend supported with a limited number of Japanese scholars.

The second trend was rather isolated and less supported. They call
for a pure Japanese approach to Islam and Islamic societies based on the
original sources and first-hand materials without considering the works
of both Westerm Orientalists and contemporary Arab and Muslim scholars.
They claimed that the Japanese scholars with their own way of thinking
and cultural background could be able to have their owm interpretation
of Islam and Muslim societies which is different from the others. Pro-
fessor Makino Shinya of the Arabic Department in Tokyo University for
Foreign Studies was the advocate of this trend.

The third trend was far-sighted and gained the support of the ma-
jority of Japanese scholars, They drew their colleagues' attention to
the fact that the Orientalist movement in the West was designed to meet
the demands of imperialism. Hence the Western interpretation of Arab
and Muslim societies was not always accurate, and the writings of tha
Westarn Orientalists on Japan are good evidence of the case. They
called for taking the experience of the native scholars in Arab and
Islamic countries together with the original sources as their guide with-
out neglecting the writings of the Western scholars. Therefore interest
should be cultivated in field studies and relations with Arab academic
circles should be advanced. Professors Itagaki Yuzo {Tokyo University),
Miki Wataru (AAKEN), and Nakaoka San-eki (AJIEEN) are the advocates of
this trend which dominated the academic arena since 1973.

The third phase in the development of Arabic studies in Japan fol-
lowed the October 1973 War and the oil crisis or what was deseribed by
the Japanese public opinion as the "0il Shock®. The impact of oil crisis
on Japan was the most serious among the developed industrial countries,
as shown by reports published by the Organization for Economic Co—opera-
tion and Development {OECD), due to the fact that Japan's dependence on
overseas sources for her total energy reguirement, and specifically her
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dependence on Arab cil for her oil needs is far greater than that of the
others.

Maturally, Japan changed her political attitude towards the Arab -
Israel conflict and showed her intention to maintain and promote friend-
ly relations with the Arabs through such measures as more active economic
and technical co-operation to secure the supply of petroleum resources.
This new Middle East policy impacted the Arabic studies in Japan.

Mot only Government and business circles reguired a new approach to
the Arab World, but also the Japaness people became more interested in
the Arab affairs. The number of applicants to the Arabic language de-
partments in the Japansse universities increased. The publishers bescame
more interested in issuing books on the Arab countries and Arabic liter-
ature, etc.

In addition to the semi-governmental institutes which has been
established in the sixties to supply informations on the Middle East to
the Government and business circles, a new institute of the kind was
founded in 1974, It i= the Institute for Middle East Economies (Chuto
Keizai Eenkyujo), mainly subsidized by the Agency for Economic planning
and the business circles.

While the Institute of Developing Economies {AJIKEN) started a re-
search project on the Middle East to cover the various aspects of con-
temporary problems, it encouraged the translation and publication of
some important works of =zocio-economic and political significance. Under
the auspices of this project the Japanese versions of al-Shargawi's

*al-Ardh" (by Nutahara), Tawfig al-Hakim's work “Awdat-ul-Wa'iy"™ (by
Horiuchi), and Mohamed TUda's work "Al-Wa'iyv-ul Mafgud® (by Ikeda) were
published.

The Instituote for the Languages and Cultures of Asia and Africa
(AAKEN]) initiated a nmew trend in the Arabic studies. 1In the fall of
1974, & research team headed by Professor Miki Wataru was dispatched to
the Middle East for six month term to investigate the comparative aspects
of Islamic societies and their cultural changes. This team applied the
field-work methods and collected wvarious first-hand materials from the
Arab countries. One of the important functions of the team was open
channels with Arab universities and cultivate academic relations with
the Arab scholars. The results of their studies came out in a series of
publications in English and French titled “"Studia Culturae Islamicae"™.

The Middle East Institute organized study groups to which the Middle
East experts (scholars, journalists, diplomats and businessmen) partici-

pated. The topics of these study groups are closely related to Japan's
policy - making and economic interests. The results of their studies
are published and distributed to the concerned government agencies and
business circles.

In spite of the increasing interest in the studies on recent condi-
tions of the Arab World and especially the oil producing Arab Countries,
the fundamental Islamic studies in the Oriental stodies departments at
the Japanese universities such as Tokyo, Feio and Kyoto are left behind.

L] i L]

In conclusion, the Arabic studies in Japan are developing since the
sixties and making considerable achievement dus to the favourabls politi-
cal and economic circumstances especially after the October 1973 War,
which marked a new epoch of better mutual Arab-Japanese understanding and
BConomic co-operation. Although the future of the Arabic studies in
Japan is prospective, they are scattered among various institutions with-
out creating co-ordination between them. The establishment of an Arabic
studies association to act as a co-ordinating body is, I believe, a
prompt need. But this association should be independent from both gov-
ernment and business influence in order to lay down the academic tradi-
tion of this field of studies that secures continuity.
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"WHAT IS THE ARAB WORLD LIKE?" SEEN FROM
THE PERSPECTIVE OF WORLD HISTORY

-As the First Step to the Study of "The image
of the Arab World in Japan™-

Gere Yoskada

A senior high school teacher who is a friend of mine, gave his new
studants some preliminary tests on their knowledge of the world. First,
they were asked to spot East Asia, North Africa, South West Asia, Eurcpe,
Black Africa and America in a blank map of the world. Most of the stu-
dents proved to be able to spot Asia roughly, but only 30 per cent of
students were able to show a fairly accurate sketch map of North Alrica-
South West Asia, which covers nearly the whole Arab World, while the ze-
maining 70 per cent were not able to draw boundary lines in Asia and
show where South West Asia was.

Wext, all the students were asked to draw a sketch map of the
world on a piece of white paper. The result was much the same. The
maps of East Asia, Europe and America were very clearly drawn and that
of Africa was recognizable, while MNorth Africa and South West Asia in
the center of the map were only vague contours, and Minor Asia, the
Arabian Peninsula, Black Sea, Red Sea and Arabian Gulf, etc. were not
discernible even in tracings.

When the teacher tried calling those regions by the historical
term "Ancient Orient”, he found their knowledge of it broader. The stu-
dents knew by name the River Nile, the Riwver Tigris and the River
Euphrates, as well as pyramids, sphinxes, and the Fertile Crescent.
Nevertheless, the River Nile, Tigris, and Euphrates were not on the maps
of the world which they had drawn.

He asked the students to mention the names of the founders of
Christianity, Buddhism and Islam. As for the founder of Islam, 30 per
cent could mention "Mchammed™, but 20 per cent failed to mention it which
was definitely a larger percentage than in the case of Christianity and
Buddhism. When all the students came to mention the name of the sacred
book of Islam, uirtually none could mention "the Koran". The above test
shows a typical tendency of the Japanese knowledge - the superfluous know-
ledge of the "Ancient Orient", contrasting with the scanty, fragmentary
knowledge of the Arab World, which never goes beyond "The Arabian Nights",
"deserts®, "oil", and so on.

As stated above, ordinary Japanese students' understanding and

knowledge of the Arab World is very shallow. On the other hand, the same
tendency is common among their teachers, and ordinary adults.

Now, I would like to explain where the real cause of this lies,
referring to the handling of the Arab World in Japanese history educa-
tion. The teachers of world history have a2 lot of historical material
to cover the civilization of Ancient Orient, the Mongol Empire, the
Industrial Rewolution, the Russian Revolution and so on. It is a fack,
however, that they cannot avoid omitting certain things because of the
limited school hours available. To decide what items to be omitted is
a delicate job for teachers, but the first to be omitted from their cur-
riculum is always the history of North Africa-South West Asia, that is
the Arab World, Torkey and Iran.

The teachers' classes on the history of the "Ancient Orient”™ go
too much into specific, insignificant partieulars, whilst the history
of North Africa-South West Asia, including the Arab World, never plays
a leading part in world history classes. From time to time it might
make an appearance in a secondary role within European history. This
aspect of Japanese history educaticn developed from the textbooks used
in world history. In Japan, every textbook aof world history is closely
censorad by the Ministry of Education. BHence, nation-wide ignorance of
the history of the Arab World is the result because teachers are ex-
pected to use the designated textbooks.

However the students' ignorance of the Arab World's history is, in
fact, more deeply rooted in the established methods for understanding
world history, peculiar and proper to Japan. It is a vital problem to
decide how tc understand and classify world history in the study of his-
tory. The method traditionally used in Japan divides world history into
the following categories: Japanese history, "Oriental history"®™ which is
centered on China, and Western history which is exclusively focused on
the modern powers in North Western Europe. The history of Morth Africa-
South West Asia, that is, the Arab World has been omitted or expelled
from the minds of Japanese teachers in considering world history.

Most Japanese texthooks of world history have been compiled an the
basis of this traditional method of comprehension. You will find that
any textbook of world history begins with the "advent of humankind®,
followed by the "Ancient Society™, at the head of which "Oriental Civi-
lization", including those of the ancient Egypt and Mesopotamia, is in-
cluded for mere background material. Then the "Ancient Orient®, its own
significant development utterly ignored, abruptly retires from the arena
of world history, and the "Hellenic Civilization" takes its place. The

- 73—



|

———

Persian Wars and the Persian Empire are mentioned in world histery only
as some foils to "the democracy inm Hellenic polis®. The significance of
the Parthian and Sassanid Empires is ignored.

The second appearance of the Arab World in texthooks is during the
period of the "Crusades", where it is treated as an object which is to
be spoon congquered. The Islamic Empire is also treated as nothing more
than an obstacle interfering in the development of the Eurcpean powers.
After the Industrial Revolution, the Arab World became a mere cbject for
the European powers to rule and exploit. Tt was only after World War I
that national movements broke out in the Arab World, and its independence
has since been gradually realized,

Such is the image of the history of the Arab World, as depicted im
ordinary Japanese textbooks. According to them, its golden age is said
to have finished in the period of the "Ancient Orient”, and this implies
the history of West Asia began and ended with that of the "Ancient Orient™.
The rest is regarded as a supplementary history of a fromtier during the
formative period of Europe. It was not long before the Arab World came
to play nothing but a passive, negative role, allowing itself to be ruled
and exploited by the West Eurcpean powers, and serving them to complete
the development of their own capitalistic system., Considering that this
image of the Arab World is so biased and far from reality, it is easy to
understand why they had to omit the main part of the Arab World's history
from textbooks when school hours were thought to be Iimited.

What should we do to convey the real image of the Arab World, in-
stead of perpetuating those false ones still prevalent in Japan? How can
we help each and every Japanese student to fully understand the Arab
World, to be able to make interpretations of his or her own? These are
very most urgent guestions, reguiring the thorough examination of Japa-
nese textbooks to find out just what problems and facts should be given
to young Japanese students.

ARABIC TEACHING IN JAPAN

Ourmeie Theda

It is my great honor to speak on Arabic teaching in Japan to the
distingaished doctors and professors from the Arab countries. At the
same time, however, I fear that you may assume from the title of my
speech that there has been an eguivalent to that in Western countries
of Arabic teaching over here in Japan. My speech is a report on some
of the fact-finding information concerning this subject.

Firstly, I would like to speak on the hrief history of Arabic
teaching in Japan. This is of course on the premise that it is impos-
sible to compare it with the Arabic teaching in Europe which has a long
history.

I could not trace any Japanese who taught Arabic anywhere in Japan
before 1925, although there were some who dealt in related information
on subjects such as the biography of the prophet Muhammad (or siratu
nnabi). Por example, Mr. Tadasu Hayashi wrote about the life of Muhammad
in 1876, and Mr. Kenichi Sakamoto wrote on the same thing in 1900. In
addition to these two men, Mr. Kaiten Nukariya wrote "Misterious Hero
Mehammad ™ in 1305,

According to the opinion of Professor Fujimoto of Kansai University,
the introduction of the life of Muhammad and its understanding at this
period was a reflection of the influence of Thomas Carlyl's “On Herces
and Hero-worship™ in which Muhammad was ssen as one of the haroess of the
world. However it seemed to me that the authors of these books got their
information mainly from Chinese or European sources, and their knowledge
of the Arabic language was far from satisfactory.

In the ninth year of the Taisho period (1%20}, Mr. Kemichi Sakamoto
who wrote "The Life of Muhammad”™ in 1500, translated and published the
qur'an for the first time in Japan.

This translation consisted of two volumes and was published in a
series of the world's sacred books. Mr. Sakamoto stated in the transla-
tion's introduction that he always had the Arahic edition of the gur'an
with him to refer to, but because of his poor knowledge of Arabic, he
mainly depended on his translation of Sale's, Rodwell's and Palmer's.

Although his translation was not from Arabic itself, his statement
does indicate that he at least had enough knowledge to identify diffi-
cult passages in the Arabhic edition.

On the other hand, the first Japanese muslim to make a hajji
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{pilgrimage to Mekka) alsoc appeared in the Taisho pericd Professor Koji
Nakamura will speak about him tomorrow. His name was Mr. Tensho Ippei
Tanaka, and he translated the life of Muhammad from Chinese in 1922 (it
was only published in 1941).

The original book of this translation was writtem about 1921 by

Ryu Eairen and introduced to Nagasaki from China in the Edo period.
At that time, however, this book was regarded by the Shogunate govern-
ment, as a heretical document and was burnt in 1841. He also wrote on
Rihlat al-Hajji or "Book of Islamic Pilgrimage® in 1925, the fourteenth
yvear of Taisho.

There is much other related information on the pre-history of
Arabic teaching in Japan during this period, although a greater part of
it is fragmentary and I could not trace anyone who taught Arabic in an
instituts or vniversity in the Meiji period or the first part of the
Taisho period up to 1%25. This does not imply that there was absolutely
no one in the Taisho period with a good knowledge of Arabic, because, for
example, when the Osaka Foreign Language College bagan to teach Arabic
there was a Japanese professor teaching it there from 1325, the fourteenth
year of Taisho.

Arabic teaching at the university level in Japan thus stacted up
in 1925 at the Osaka Foreign Language College, now the Osaka University
of Foreign Studies. That was the y=ar when the national university was
put under the control of the Egyptian government and changed its name to
the Egyptian University, and when Arabic teaching in Japan emerged from
its jahilian age.

The college was established on the 2th of December, 1921, and began
lectures from the llth of November, 1922. From the beginning, students
in the Indian and Malayan Departments had to choose one of three foreign
languages ag a second language in their second year. The three languages
were English, Arabic and Persian, and some seventeen students chose Arabie
in 1935.

The first professor to teach them Arabic at the college was Mr.
Shigehiko Matsumoto. I would like to elaborate on this professor who
taught Arabic for the first time at the college lewel in Japan. Borm in
1887 in Tokyo, he graduated from the Department of Historical Science,
Faculty of Literature in Tokyo Imperial University in 1912 (the last year
of Meiji)}. He gpecialized in Japanese history, and on graduation con-
tinued his studies in the postgraduate course of the same university for
two years. From 1919 to 1922 he was a member of "The Institute for An-
cient Studies™, established by Mr. Keigo Harada. He specialized in an-
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cient semitism there and during this same perind, gave lectures at Heio
University for two years from 1%20. Then on the 13th of June, 1922,

the Ministry of Education ordered him to go abroad to study the Arabic
langauge for two years in Cermany, Syria and Egypt. On the 2nd of August
of the same year he was nominated as a full professor at the Osaka Forsign
Language College which was founded in 1921.

Matsumoto left ¥okchama port on the 3rd of September in 1922 for
Berlin, and returned to Japan on the 5th of December, 1924. He stayed
abroad for two years and three months.

Through the lack of information, it is difficult to determine wheth-
er he went to Egypt and Syria to stody Arabic or not, but it appears that
he studied mainly in Berlin, making a trip to Egypt and Syria on his way
back from Germany. MNevertheless, he started to teach Arabic from April
1925 at the Osaka Foreign Language College. As far as I know, this was
the beginning of Arabic teaching in Japan. He taught Arabic, German and
Japanese history in this college from 1925 to 1929, during which period
he also taught at Kyoto Imperial University and Osaka Senior College.

In 1929 he was transferred to Seoul Imperial University to teach
Japanese history. With the change of his post, the college appears to
have suspended lectures on Arabic, although it is difficult to be accu-
rate as to what happened from 1929 up to the establishment of an Arabic
department in 1939, because all relevant documents were burnt in air raid
damage during the Second World War.

Professor Matsumoto introduced the German method of Arahic teaching
to the Osaka Foreign Language College, whereby he attached importance to
the strict teaching of Arabic grammar at all stages. He also brought
some valuable books from Europe, such as "Arabishe Chrestomathie™ compiled
by nfumm, Yaqut Hamawi's “"mu'jam 1 buldan® edited by Wustenfeld, Mas'udi's
"muruju zzahab”, Tbn Buttuta's “Rihlat™ issued by Societe Asjiatiguoe in Paris
and Lane's "Arabic Lexicon™.

There was another interesting development in this period. In 1925,
the Japanese government opened a consulate general in Alexandria and the
Foreign Ministry of Japan sent Mr. Yoichirc Chara to Egypt as the first
trainee of Arabic. In the following year of 1927 Mr. Hideji Tamura, the
past Japanese ambassador to Saudi Arabia, was also sent to Alexandria as
the second trainee of Arabic. This was the beginning of the long, suc-
cessive training of Japanese diplomats in same Arab countries, nameiy
Egypt and Lebanon, but rarely Iraq and Syria. Some of these Arabists in
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs later cooperated with the Osaka Foreign
Language College to promote Arabic teaching when it opened an Arabic ds-



partment in 1939. They alsc cooperated with Tokypo University of Foreign
Studies when an Arzbic department was founded in 1960. Professor Eawa-
saki was one active member at this time.

The Ministry of Education decided to increase Arabic professors
and started its programme by sending Mr. Matsumoto abroad im 1922. This
resulted in him teaching Arabic from 1925. The Ministry of Foreigm Af-
fairs opened a consulate general in Alexandria im 1926 and decided to
foster more Arabists by sending Japanese diplomats there. Behind this
concurrence there was a strong uprush of interest in the Arab world in
Japan at this time but I have been unable to detect the real motives
which brought on this strong upruesh of interest.

Some 15 years later, reflecting the remarkable progress of Islamic
studies in Japan, corganization of research activities began in 1937 with
the establishment of the Institute of Islamic Zone (Kaikyoken Kenkyuijo) .
The Initiation of Islamic section was established in the Institute of
Far East Asia (Toa Kenkyujo, Kaikyo Han) in 1939 and the West Asia sec-
tion of the Department of Asian Economic Research on the Manchuria Rail-
way (Mantetsu Toa Keizai Chosakyoku) was founded in 1940.

With organization of ressearch activities increasing like this, the
first Arabic department in Japan was opened in 1939 at the Osaka Foreign
Language College, with the aid of a teaching staff supplied by Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, including Yoichiro Ohara, Eijiro Kakano and Takashi
Hayashi. The teaching materials they introduced to this college were
mainly from Egypt, such as school text books that had bsen employed under
the Wafdist government. The department accepted 15 new students every
year from 1939; pages 2 and 3} show the tramnsition of those who graduated
from this department and the Arabic Department of Tokyo University of
Foreign Studies. The comparatively small number of graduates reflects,
to some extent, the difficulty in studying Arabic on the one hand, and the
difficulty of finding jobs on the other. After the oil crisis in 1973,
this situation of it being difficult to find jobs for those specializing
in Arabic, has drastically changed.

With the development of Islamic studies in Japan, a Japanese schol-
ar appeared in 1939 who wrote in serial form an introduction to Arabic in
the magazine "Islamic World" - 'Idaten Arabiago' or Arabic short course
from 1939 to 194l1. This magazine was published by the great Japanese
Isiamic society, Dainihon Kaikyo Kyokai. The author of this 90-page
magazine, Mr. Keiichirc HKikuchi, used handwritten Arabic letters, and
tried to explain the fundamentals of Arabic grammar, relying on the
European, or rather, Greek-Latin method of grammar. He also wrote about

the Hebrew language in the same magazine. At around this same time
Mr. Takefumi Ishida introduced Japanese readers to the reading patterns
of "the Arahian Mights™ and some classical poems such as Tarafa's "diwan
in Jahiliya."
In 1950, Professor Toshihike Izutsu of Kelio University published
"an Introduction to Leterary Arabic®, which was more elaborate in style.
Professor Izutsuo had already published his famouns book on the
history of Arabic thowght in 1941, when he was still in his twenties.
He also introduced Shaikho's "Majani-l-adab, or Literary Harvest in Arab's
Gardens compiled by Shaikho in 1883, and is famous for being the first
translator of Qur'an from Arabic into Japanese.

Judging from hi=s works, Professor Izutsu joined Keio University
as one of the pionsers of Arabic teaching in 1940 later on, one of his
disciples, Dr. Makino, was appointed as the chief of the Arabic Depart-
ment in Tokyo University of Foreign Studies at the time of its founda-
tion in 1960. Dr. Toshio Kuroda, who is also one of Mr. Izutsu's com—
petent disciples, was appointed by the Japan Foundation as the first
Japanese wisiting professor to the Department of Japanclogy at Cairo
University, and is well-known as the translator of Ibn Hazm's "Taug-l-
hamama" into Japanese. These mens' achievements, to me, symbolize
Professor Izutsu's school.

In 1949, the Osaka Foreign Language College was raised to the
status of University through reforms within the educational system, and
has been called Osaka University of Foreign Studies.

In 1960, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies opensd an Arahic ds-
partment and began by accepting ten new students every year. Lately, the
number of students has expanded to fifteen. The teaching staff of Arabic
were appointed mainly from three sources Professor Tzutsu's school at
Esio University, veteran Arabists among diplomats, and graduates of the
Arabic Department of Osaka University of Foreign Studies.

The many universities and institutes where Arahic has been taught,
mainly since the 1950's, have related departments of Middle Eastern
studies such as departments of histary, religion and international rela-
tions.

NMow I should like to speak about the present situation of Arabic
teaching in Japan. You are reguested to look at pages 4 and 5 where
there are the names of the main institutes teaching Arabic in the Tokyo
and Osaka distriets. T divided them into three classes. In the first
class I mentioned two universities, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies
and Osaka University of Foreign Studies. Both of them have an Arahic
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department in which students specialize in Arabhic studies for four years.

In the second class, I listed other universities which have various
related departments of Middle Eastern studies and in which Arabic is
taught as an elective or optional subject, mainly from the 1950'=.

In the third class, I included many institutes or centers of Arabic
teaching for the general publie, the majority of which was founded after
the o1l crisis in 1973.

Here, I should like to draw your attention to the fact that Arahic
is not taught at all in any secondary school in Japan. All students have
to commence thelr Arablic studies only after entering university. This
means that any Japanese doing research on Middle Eastern studies other
than Arabic itself, faces the problem of Arabic acguisition which takes
excessive time and requires much effort.

What is actually taught in Arabic departments though? To answer
this guestion, I would like to select the curriculum of the Arabic de-
partment in Osaka University of Foreign Studies as an example. In this
department there are four full-time Japanese professors, one full-time
Egyptian professor, one part-time Jordanian lecturer and five part-time
Japanese lecturers, making up eleven in all. They ecooperate in holding
twenty-five lectures, three lectures of which are for postgraduate stu-
dents. One lecture here denotes a 90-minute lecture, once a week, and
through one academic year.

Students in the first and second year take five lectures a week
in practiecal training in Arabiec reading, writing and speaking, and at
the same time take two lectures on Islamic cultural history.

Students in the third and fourth year take at lIeast six lectures
in Arabic practical training and six lectures in Arabic linguistics,
Islamic history and culture. In order to provide obligatory lectures
for students, nine lectures were given last vear {1978 - 1979} on Arabic
grammar, the hiztory of Arabic literature, Islamic cities, the study of
the Hadith, the geographical history of the Arabs, the history of the
Islamic judicial system, classical Arabic poems, the study of “the Sirat
nnabi® and Thu Xhaldun's "Mugaddima™.

As you may have noticed from the above cited, lectures concentrate
mainly on language, classical literature and some aspects of Islamic
cultures and institutions, whereas there are no lectures on modern trends
in the Arab world. This is because of the lack of related specialists in
the Osaka area, and there are, in fact, many students who do want to study
modern trends in the Arab world. This situation is widely different from
that in the Tokyo area whers specialists in this field are available,

In closing I would like to express my sincers thanks to Dr. Nakaoka
of the Instutute of Developing Economies and Professor Nutahara of Tokyo
University of Foreign Studies who both supplied much valuable information
for my research.



JAPANESE FOREIGN POLICY:
FORMULATION AND IMPLEMENTATION IN THE ARAB WORLD

Hawrd Rebie

1. Arab-Japanese Relations: Variables and Situations.

Understanding the nature of the Arab-Japanese relations and its im-
portance in the relations between the two areas particularly im the near
future, until the and of this century must be preceded by an explicit
definition of a group of main wariables that govern and will continue to
govern the svolution of such relations. In fact the Arab world did not
discover Japan and the latter was mot concerned with the Arab region ex-
cept after the October War. No doubt the relations between scme of the
Arab countries and Japan is not new, particularly in the field of tradi-
tional bilateral relations. But the mutual concern between the two re-
gions could have surpassed the October War and the events related to it:
mainly the energy crisis. While it is natural to ask about the reasons
of this mutual concern after the fourth Arab-Israeli war, it is natural
as well to ask why thi= did not happen before? The analysis of these
premises will lead us to show the real variables that should be taken
ints cur consideration while building the logic of the relations between
Japan and the Arab region.

A) Bo doubt the mutual unconcern between Japan and the Arab region
until the October War was unnatural, nevertheless, its reason is clear:
Until the 1970's Japan"s policy had two wvariables. Self-building and
dependence on America. The Arab world could not provide Japan with any
real help in the self building process. MNational resources are rare,
or at least not invested, Capitals were not yet cumulated, the Arab re-
gion has its traditions of preferring to deal with the Europeans. Besides
there are other variables enforcing this unnatural situation.

First: The region is characterized by unrest and instability.
Wars -regional or domestic- never stop. The Arab-Israeli conflict is
known, but one must mention the many other wars between the Arab states
themsalves., One can also mention the successive revolutions and coup
d'états.

Second: The problem of the Japanese language created a wide gap
that could not be narrowed easily, and the Japanese leadership did not
try to solve the problem of lack of communication process.

Third: The region did not provide a tempting economic market.

The absence of paying and purchasing capabilities when the process of

exploitation of oil fortumes has not reached its present rate, thera are
only limited markets, namely the Egyptian, that may have attracted and
cancerned the Economic Japanese interests.

Fogurth: In addition, if one noticed that the region was involved
In the cold war between the two super powers i.e., U.S.A. and U.S.5.R.,
80 that the Japanese policy was based an trying not to bs coemittsd in
any of the ideological conflicts, one may understand why Japan was not
concerned with the region.

But why the region was not concerned with Japan? Here one can
notice the extent of the failure of the Arab policy since the second
world war. The Arab policy was limited to the Middle East problem, or
more precisely to the Arab Israeli conflict. 1In managing this conflict,
it did not see but physical confrontation and neglecting any other ap-
proach in dealing with the Zionist entity or the problem of political
evolution in the region or in dealing with the other international power.
The inability of the Arab policy to differentiate between the region's
problems and the problem of the zionist entity in the one hand and the
inability to understand the degrees of internationzl behavior starting
from confrontation, ending with sustainment, even through an intermediate,
all this prevented the Arab leaders from defining a certain function for
Japan in this period. One can mention the problems of economic deve lop-
ment and the difficulties it imposes concerning the process of tech-
nology transfer. This shows how Japan in its foreign policy until this
period haven't taken clear or explicit situations in supporting the Pales-
tinian Cause, it even sometimes expressed some understanding and support
to the Isra=li presence in the Arab World.

B} In the early 1970"s and before the October War there seemsd new
variables, not only in the realm of the Middle Eest but even related to
the international balances at the global level. Japan became aware of
the importance of its abandoning its traditional negative stand, and
started to force international isolation and the Palestinian revolutiom
had its effects on the air transportation process through the Arab re-
gion. The Japanese revolutionary movements, inspite of its gualitatiwve
or guantitative unimportance was allying itself with the Arab movements.
Though the closure of the Suez Canal did not have grave effects on the
oil supplies, it showed how different 1967 Crisis from the one of 1956.
The October War forced Japan to reevaluate its relations with the Arab
region. Though the invasion of the Japanese market to the region started
before, it was starting from 1974 that this invasion was one of the char—
acteristics of the economic relations in the Arab world, Inspite of this,
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the Arab policy is still unable to understand the reality of the Japa-
nese political and non-political capabilities.

One must be reminded with the desp variables that govern thes
planning of relaticons between the Arab and the Japanese regions:

First: The Arab region provides Japan with about 75-80% of its oil
needs. Though Japan tried since the June 1967 war to plan carefully to
achieve two aims: finding alternatives to the Arab oil - at least in the
leng run - in order to find more than one source for energy and oil sup-
plies, and rebuilding its national policy to emable it to store oil to
a three months period. Nevertheless the Japanese economy could not
spare its dependency on the Arab oil. The rise of the oil prices was to
affect gravely the Japanese economy. But the Japanese capability was
able to absorb this guickly and successfully. The different conditions
related to this pericd resulted in closer Japanese Arab relations in more
than one aspect.

1. At first the Japansse policy started to tend towards deepening
its relations with the Arab oil states particularly the Gulf oil states
specifically Abu Dhabi. And in 1975 there was a treaty with Abu Dhabi
according to which it had to spend in cone year more than 5 50 million un-
conditioned to any oil explorations.

2. The Japanese policy was not confined to the Gulf oil states, but
it was extended to relations with all the Arab states that have the means
to expend specifically Libya, Algeria and Irag. Besides, one may mention
as well the deals concerning the communication sector and those related
to building projects and industrial contractings in Algeria and the de-
liveries of industrial instruments in Irag. Japan became the S5ixth state
between the industrial supplies in Algeria though it started real busi-
ness with it only in 1969. The total Japanese-Algerian contracts during
only 1973 is more than 3 milliard Algerian Dinar. The cooperation with
Algeria includes not only the production of natural gas but also includes
iron and steel as well as mining and mines development.

1. After the stage of being concernsd with the Gulf oil states and
that of the rich Arab states, the Japanese policy started to be concerned
with the Arab populous states. This was related in fact to the process
of economic invasion where the Japanege policy evolwed from the level of
bilateral relations to the lewvel of regional concern. This was clear in
ite relatimns with Egypt starting with its concern with the recpening of
the Suez Canal and ending with its concern with the problem of transpor-
tation in Cairo.

4. All this must have been reflected in a clear policy in various

situations related to two main problesns sach of them has its importance:
The first is related to the adoption of the Israeli point of view. After
a previcus stage in which Japan did not hesitate to support - even with
silence - the Jews hard positions, it announces explicitly and clearly
the adopting of the Arab point of wiew. Japan as well did not hesitate
to take tha Arab oil exporting statss' stand in the confrontations re-
lated to the rise in oil prices. This aspect - which the Arab policies
did not understand - shows the reality of the Japanese stand towards the
big multinational companies and the prospects of real cooperation between
the Japanese and the Arab economies. But this is not the very subject aof
this study.

Second: On the other sice we hawve to put in our consideration that
the Arab area presents to Japan two different orbite of attraction: The
0il market and the market for s=lling the industrialized products. We
nstice that the Japan's image in the perceptions of the Arab leaders is
that of a capitalist and industrial state, like the European Common mar-
ket states. This is a great fault, We can mention some main variables:

1. while Japan and the Westsrn European countries depend on Arab
oil this does not cancel the fact that the Middle East problem, particu-
larly the domestic conflicts over the Suez Canal while gravely affecting
the Western Furopean economy concerning the imports of oil, never produced
such effect on the Japanese economy that depends on the Gulf oil imports.

2. While Western Europe is a great supplier of the Arab region in
industrial products as well as food including agricultural products and
canning industry, Japan on the contrary imports food.

3. The long distance between Japan and the Arab world unlike Europe
particularly Mediterransan. This forced Japan to think about encouraging
the process of exporting to the Arab countries. Thus the oil tankers
leave Japan with products, and going back with oil, which makes Japan a
more esasier partner to the Arab market.

4. Japanese capability in adapting technology and exporting cheap
experience is uncomparable to the Western European situation. Besides,
though this aspect may seem limited in its importance, Japan does not
have imperialistic ambitions in the region and historically it does not
present any threat in the Arab perspectives, contrary to the great
heritage of imperialistic relations of the common market states.

Third: Thus the Arab area, if viewsd as an economic wnit, it can
provide a clear model of integration with the Japanage economy. It ox-
ports to Japan what it needs of raw oil and imports from it what the
Arab region needs of industrialized products. The prospects of coopera-
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tion in this respect are endless: One may remember the skilled labour

and the cheap advanced technology. But cooperation in this respect
presupposes and is conditioned to the ability of Arab cocrdination, and
the cooperation with Japan would arise from the idea of dialogue in which
the Arab interests would be coordinated in one front. In other words
Japan in the bilateral relations can never give the Arab states the same
considerations given to them in the case of multilateral diplomacy. In
fact the Arab states are of three groups: 0il states, particularly Gulf
states that comcerns Japan because they provide it with cheap continuous
energy. Such countries, in spite of their ability to pay, does not pro-
vide a tempting market to the Japanese economy, the ability of consump-
tion is limited and the Japanese economy can not deal with them on a wide
range. Then there are populous Arab countries that may become a point of
attraction either because of their wide consumption market or their de-
velopmental projects. Then a third gqroup do not have neither material
means nor large numbers of population. If Japan is forced to be concerned
with the first group of Arab states, its concern with the other two groups
is determined, to a great extent by the nature of the relations between
the Arab gulf oil and the other parts of the Arab world.

C) This leads us to the following gquestiom: What is the relation-
ship between the Japanese-Arab relations and the future of international
interacts and evolutions? The recent past that preceded the October War
and the period we are living, proves the great evolution of the Arab-
Japanese relations and confirms a number of issues.

First: Both sides did not discover sach other except recently. At
least a= one of the variables of foreign poliecy.

Second: The Arabs as well are in need of Japan, contrary to the
settled picture that the Japanese Arab relations are of one aspect, based
on Japanese need of oil particularly that of Gulf states. This image is
enly a misunderstanding of the reality of thess relations.

Third: It is in the interest of the Arab states not +o deal bi-—
lateraly. It should depend on group diplomacy based on coordinating the
situations. This leads to the concept of Arab-Japanese dialogue, asg it
did before lead to the concept of Euro-Arab dialogue, but on contrary
bases where in the case of multilateral diplomacy the dialogue would be
in favour of the Arah side and not only of the other.

Fourth: In conclusion, the idea of bilateral relations between the
Arab states and Japan must be reexamined and recalculated. This would
open the door to two facts each of them completes this picture. The
first is enforcing the cultural relations that still does not receive

the concern of both sides. If we are concerned with the Arab side, no
doubt that (particularly if we onderstand the cultural relation to incluode
specialization and high efficiency) Japan must be considered as one of

the sources of scientific specialists for the Arsb world. The second ,
leads us to the Japanese side, that is raising the efficiency and the
level of diplomatic representation. The reports prove that Japan was
surprised after the October War by a diplomatic instrument incapable of
dealing with the situation. This stands as a real problem in the Arab
Japanese relations.

2. The Future of the Arah-Japanese Relations and the Variables of
the Internaticnal System.
The study of the Japanese foreign policy after the October War permits
us to discover its aims in its relations with *he Arab region:
First: Creating cleose relations with Gulf oil states and finding
an alternative to the Arab energy.

Second: The concern with the investment, industrial and COnRSump—
tion market only to reach Arab energy, directing some Japanese invest-
ments towards Saudi Arahia and enforcing consumptional relations with
some of the populous Arab states is but an instrument supporting the
Japanese policy related to importing Arab oil from the Gulf.

Third: The relations are based on bilateral transaction and its
real logic is never being envolved in the Arab Israeli conflict unless
with caution and through balanced policies.

What is the importance of all these different elements? The ana-
lyst may reach a clear fact i.e. absolute independence of Japanese in-
terests from American policy in the region. We have sesn the indepen—
dency in the Japanese foreign policy since the 1970's. It is also an
independency that could lead to a conflict and rivalry between their
interests and between Japanese and European interests as well, and the
Arab side may find itself in front of at least three economic alternatives.

But the most important guestion is related to the importance of
such points to the future will the present situation prevail at the end
of the next 20 years or there will be other variables to be considered,
and that can deepen the political relations betwsen the Arab and Japanese
side. These variables should be considered by the planners of both
pelicies:

&) Concerning Japan, no doubt, due to its present conditions will
not be able - at least in the near future to reach the level of the two
Super powers. Its defense positions, developmental capabilities, geo-
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graphic situation and the charactsristics of its natiomal structure will
nevey permit it to surpass a certain limit in the distribution of inter-
national classes. Due to this nature and these variables Japan is forced
towards a global policy not confined to the regional system to whirh it
belongs. We have seen that the real obstacle facing the intermational
Japanese capabilities is that it lies amidst three unclear powers, S.0.
in the North, U.S5. in the East and China in the West. If we add Australia
in the South that possesses great capabilities, we would understand that
Japan is forced to go out of this containment if it wanted to achieve an
internaticonal effectiveness. If we notice that the imperialistic inva-
sion policy has no place or at least very limited in the contesporary
world, and that the demographic explosion in the third world must lead

to pose limits on economic exploitation and if we notice that the pacific
Ocean can never be transfered to a market on that Western European
example, we can understand also now Japan ir forced - if it wants to
achiswe a successful policy of mational security - to lock to such areas
from which it can easily receive the food it peeds and the natural re-
sources necessary for its industry. providing the suitable alternatives
to create balance in its economic external relations.

B) The international system, i.e. the relations between the two
super powers in its turn evolwves towards a kind of flexibility in more
than one aspect. Weakness of American internal strength, disintegration
in the Soviet society will not mean in the long run that we are going to
assist the emergence of a different new system based on the notien of
multi centers of international powers; the actual system will continue
t0 govern the internatiomal equilibrium for non less than other 30 years.
The international balance will remain to be based on bipolarity. But
this does not prevent the appearance of new powers of the second level
which are going to approval and come near Japan, and so narrows the gap
between the first and second level of the govermnmental interpational
powers. This leads to some results that we can imagine: the contraction
of the two super-powers and conseguently a kind of isslation that dimin-
ish the international influence of both Moscow and Washington and the
appearance of national capabilities able to ereate balances of regional
type and so able to exercise a kind of effective control on its local
destiny. Such balances will be more clear and stable and will eXpress
the reality and force of domestic powers. We shall not touch the clear-
ages in the Communist camp or the disintegration im the Amsrican society
but there is no doubt that the powers of attraction in both socisties
towards the Arab cause will increase and will be =nforced.

C) The Arab world is forced te an evolution based on regional co-
ordination, even if it is partial. Time is with the Arab world and what-
ever is said about domestic differences, in spite of all the images about
the weakness of the Arab's will, this region is living the last chapter
of the imperialistic epoch. Change will, is due and only the narrow
sighted ruler will not consider them in the short run. If the Soviet
policy have fajled in the region until now, this would also be the fate
of the American policy because it did not understand the wvarisbles of
dealing with the region. Thi= will be more clear by time and the culmi-
nation of events. Iran is not far from the Arab region, nor is it far
from the nature and characteristics of the region. Regional and domestic
coordination must enforce the capabilities and help making use of the
fortunes of the region. The Arab region does not know demographic prob—
lems and possess agricultural and mineral feasibilities not possessed by
any other region except the African Continent and this Arab region is
the real door to reach the black continent.

Such variahles must pose a new view of the Japanese-Arak policy.
What ars the characteristics of such view? And what are its aspects?
And how can each side provides the other with what the latter lacks?
Such guestions need a much more desp study.

3. The Improvement of the Arab-Japanese Relations:
A Foture Outlook.

The previous study may allow us to differentiate between the short
run and the long run in the relations of Japan with the Arab world.
There is no doubt that Japan, for another unshort period of time, will
not be in need of the Arab world, more precisely, its need from this area
will be a relative and a limited one, furthermore, we can say that it
may be weakened, and minimized berause of the general improvements in the
contemporary internatiomal frame. It would seem that this opinion con-
tradicts what we had previously said, and it may =eem that it ignores the
various facts which the contemporary world experiences since the revolu-
tion of Iran and the shrinkage in the exportation of petrol to which must
lead necessarily the revolution, and in general it seems that it ignores
the invisible conflict between Moscow and Washington to dominate the
Indian Dcean. In spite of that, the analysis in depth of the various
facts and variables which the international policy, in gensral, and the
Arabian policy, in particular, impose will clarify the real dimensions of
these future visions. From the very beginning, we have to remember that
the Japanese policy starts from the perception of what we can denominate
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the adaptive-compromising behaviour; it moves in an orbit relying on the
pragmatic analysis of the wvariables which are related to the interaction
with the Arab world, then forming a certain behavicur based on the attempt
to make a2 compromise between these wariables and its national interests.

A} Bowadays, the Japanese needs from the area are focused on petrol,
on one side, and the local and internal market understood either as being
a market for consumption or as being a market for investment, on the other
sidae. If we leave aside the second and the third points, the first one
only represents the real need of Japan. In spite of all probabilities, the
coming years will be full of sprprises, and the sources of petrol energy
will be increased and variated, and Japan is leading a fixed policy based
on variegating these sources, and all the declared statistics and the re-
ports which ecirculats secretly tell us about Chinese petrol which will be
exported to Japan, and tell us also about a large lake of petrol which the
Chinese se2a is floating over, and tell us even about numerous abilities
burried in the bottom of the Pacific Ocean, added to all that the great
efforts which we had previously mentioned with the concern of Siberia
without talking about the petrol of Alaska. There iz no need to mention
the Mexican petrol. There is no doubt that Japan, for an unshort period
of time, will continue to interact with the area of the Arabian Gulf, but
this does not mean that its economy will be subjugated to the area of the
Arabian Gulf in the field of petroleum energy.

There are various variahles that will help performing this inde-
pendence; these variables must be taken in account when studying the
Japanese policy towards the Arabian area:

First: Now there is a real competition, in the concern of demanding
Japanese technology, between the communist east, the underdeveloped south
and the ambitious China. Japan can conguest any of these three markets
which are hankering after it, thus it is not in nead of the Arabian

market.

Second: In fact, the U.S. is still dominating the world, specially,
the capitalist world. Thus, it is able to perform a sort of linkage and
harmony among the various parts of this world and this fact, in spite the
expected di=zagreement, must reflect its results on the Japanese influence.

Third: The real power of the Chinese giant is still a potential
one. China is still suffering from underdevelopment, it iz facing wvio-
lent internmal problems, it iz =til]l uwnable to transfer the guantity which
is its real weapon, into guality in the international arena.

These variahles which cause Japan not to be in great need of
interacting with the Arabs will be clarified when we connect the inter-

national frame to the Arabian reality. The Arabian situation during the
coming few years will be characterized with certain properties all of
which will act on the behalf of the Japanese policy so that this policy
will be able to gain all its needs from the Arabian area without intro-
ducing the real return.

What are the expected variables in the Arabian area during the five
coming years?

Generally, when studying the general improvements in the area, we
can differentiate between the following aspects:

1. The performance of the perception of pacific transactions which,
although causes the Arabs disunion, has penetrated the regional policy
resulting in the creation of a kind of alienation and at least in the en-
couragement of the refussl of war or organic conflict at least an the
short run.

2. With the shrinkage of the Soviet influence and the reinforce-
ment of the American umbrelia, all the powers that support the American
policy will find themselwves in a priveleged position; we must add this
fact prevents the area from being a field of the cold war between the
two great powers which must facilitate the implementation of a such Japa-
nese foreign poliey.

3. In spite of the affirmation of local approachment the absence
of solidarity between the Arab states and the formation of axes is going
to be more frequent. This will not be in the real interests even in the
Arab-Japanese relation. We have previously sean that, only from a col-
lective outburst, the Arabian side will be able to bargain with Japan
because of the properties of the Arabian economic structure.

4. This sitvation will end if not by the explosion of the Arab
League and the specialized international regional institutions, it will
end by the creation of a state of paralysis and uneffectiveness in the
inter-Arab relations. This fact reinforces the previous result.

5. Added to that, that the Israsli creeping to the direct tramns-
action with the area which led to the spen-door policy must reinforce
the Japanese side, even in a certain limit, with the concern of the com-
mercial market where it will not be confronted with any natienal re-
sistance, but more than that some Arabian leaders may prefer interacting
with the Japaness economy rather than with the Israeli economy, thus the
transactions will transfer to a competition between the Japanese and
Israell economies against any interest of our national ECONnOmy .

All the previous variables act on the behalf of the Japanese con-
quest but on another side there are some variables which may cause the



Japanese leadership to hesitate in taking the adventure of penetrating
massively the area. Interacting but with certain limits, opening the
doors but cautiously. Why?

The principal reason which causes the Japanese lsadership not to
open the doors completely is the real conflict around the Indian Ocean
which accompanies the contemporary ismprovements. If the Arabian area is
emptied., even to some extent, from the cold war, the Indian Doean is re-
presenting now a real area of conflict betwesan Soviet eXtension and
American resistance. Japan is always trying to avoid submerged in these
conflicts. Also the fact that Japanese are cautious not to be committed
with ideological conflicts forces it from another side also to avoid com-
peting with the American economy which is conquering the area becaunse the
result of this confrontation is a limited one and the real utility is
small. If we add to that, that there are still some important parts in
the world that attract the Japanese economy, we precisely mean the pa-
cific area, the south-sast Asia and China, we can understand why the
Japanese policy must hesitate between interacting cautiously or interact-
ing openly with the Arab world during the next five years.

B} If we move to the long run and try to imagine the various im-
provements and variables which munst proceed to formulate the dynamics of
the interactions between Japan and the Arabian area we will be shocked
with the complete different picture which we can forecast as the result
of these new variables. We shall determine the elements of our percep-
tion: -

First: Japan will find itself alone in a strong world huger than
itself. China which is the giant of the future, and whose abilitiss
cannot be neglected by the Japanese leadership, must have passed certain
stages on the road to development and progress. The area of sooth-gast
Agia inspite of its zlow improvement will introduce to us an explosive
domain whether because it reinforces the national independence or whether
because of demngraphic explosion which it represents, or whether because
of its abilities in overcoming certain national problems. If we add to
that the ability of Canada, Australia and most of the states of Latin
America in creating its local frame of economic independence whether in
the shape of investment or of commerce, we can understand and recognize
the results this fact imposes: the expellent of the Japanese conguest
and the shrinkage of the amount of natural materials exchanged which the
Japanese need of it is always increasing. Also Japan will not find the
domain, easy and expanded, to invest its resources and natural ahilities
in the pacific area because the previously mentioned powers will undoubt-

edly be strong competitors.

Second: 1f we remember the nature of the Japanese ecologic and
economic frame where the population is centralized on a limited area
very highly submitted to an intense pollution and is in need not only
of the natural resources to its industries but is also in need of ele-
mentary materials helping it to survive to the extent that some experts
talk about the Japanese need by the end of this century to import even
drinkable water, we can understand the serious improvements which will
impose itself over the Japanese leadership.

Third: Add to this what we have previously said about the relative
shrinkage of the American influence which will cause the Japanese will
to be able not to rely completely on the American umbrells. This fact
is well recognized by the states of Western-Eurcpe and forces them to
try their best to fulfill twe goals: helping the states of the European
Economic Community (E.E.C.) in performing the political unity, creating
and reinforcing the binds with the other blocs, which might be of sec-
omdary weight, but they are able to support the European will in the
sphere of international independence. France had started this policy
since the regime of De Gaulle; thus he interacted with China on one side,
he altered his courage policy in adopting the Arab problem on a2 second
side, he returned the traditional old relations with Black Africa but
he based it on the basis of cultural interaction and economic support on
a third side, and he created permanent and fixed communicating channels,
in both directions, with the states of Latin America. There is no doubt
that this policy had not completely succeeded after the death of De Gaulle
but it ie still improving positively, thus after the death of De Gaulle
some other interactions are added aiming at the reinforcement of the binds
between Eastern Europe and E.E.C. If we examine the size of commercial
exchanges between these two blocs, we will be convinced with this fact.
The Arab-European dialogue cannot be understood unless we recognize the
previous fact which alone can interpret Kissinger's rough declarations
rejecting this interaction and violently criticizing the Arab-European
approachment. ©On the contrary, till now Japan is still not recognizing
these realities. We must add that it camnot, because of its geographical
position, fulfill what the states of Western Europe were not ahle tn per-
form in this concern.

Reaching this point of our analysis, the comparison between Japan
and West CGermany seems to be natural and it will show us how the dif-
ferents between the two situations are relevant. Japan belongs to a re-
gional system where enmity is spread among its elements, thus it cannot,
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whatever the extent of cleverness it may reach, make its economic sys-—
tem to be absorbed in an economic community enclosing all the pacific
area or the states of south-east Asia without building, at first, an
integrated political structure in this area. The Japanese policy will
be forced then to trend towards the Arabian area. This fact is obvious
to those who deliberated the Japanese policy for more than cne reason.
But it may be said that the intersst of Japan in the Arab area does not
find its raizon d'etre in its temporary needs but it is determined with
long-term variables. We had previously seen that all the variables im-
pose this global pature of the Japanese policy not only in the mean that
it must look to the international interactions as ona chess pisce but
also, on the contrary with China, because Japan will find the real sup-—
port to resolve its problems, on the long run, outside its regiomnal
international system. Then we can cbserve that all the variables are
acting on the behalf of Japanese-Arabian cooperation not on the level of
bilateral interaction but on the level of maltilateral interaction.

€} If we look to the Japanese side and we try to know the real
benefits which it will gain from the transactions with the Arabian area
specially on the long run, leaving aside all the wvariables of improve-
ments in the future of the Arab Israeli conflict, we can ocbserve five
elements that must create the intellecteal frame of this collaboration,
and call for the elaboration of a plan concerning an interaction clear
in its variables and precise in its goals:

First: The Arabian area owns minimal resources which are not yet
really utilized and which must attract the attention of the Japanese
capital and experience. In fact, the desert extending south the coast
of north Africa, and even the coasts of the Arabian area, with the fact
that there are no obstacles to utilize the Mediterranean area, represent a
virginal area which has not been yet put under investigations and re-
searches. In spite of that, the existing investigations confirm the ox-

istence of so many minimals: iron in Tunis, precious minerals in Sudan,
phosphate and tin in Morocco, are but some examples.

Second: If the local market does not represent actively a real
interest after twenty years, when the Arab population will be arcund
300 million, and when the Arab consumptive capacity will increass he-
cause of the bourgeois improvement and the enlargement of the personal
abilities and socially because of the transference from the rural to
the urban society, this market will not only be of certain importance
but it will also be the market in the world which does not own its self-
sufficiency in order to saturate the local commercial demands.

Third: Also the Arabian area is predictsd to be the food basket of
the world during the twenty-first century. WNot only because this area
does not know any real demographic problems but also because it embraces
very large areas suitable for alimentary investments and this is not
possible except in some other few areas: Canada, Australia, Mongolia,
and Brazil. 1In this concern, it introduces some priveleges not owned by
2ny of these previously mentioned areas and this fact will cause Japan
Eo gain a real benefit when interacting with the Arabian area. Canada
is the natural extension to the American economy, and Brazil has within
a sea of demographic explosion in Latin America, and Australia is sur—
rounded with another kind of demographic invasion from the states of
West Asia, and Mongolia will be a centre of conflict between China and
Soviet Union. The Arabian area iz the only one which enjoys indespend-
ence and sufficient ability to satisfy all the real alimentary needs of
Japan starting from the beginning of the next century.

Fourth: The Arab world ie the door to the other area with the on-
limited wealth f.e., the states of black Africa. Algeria; Libya and
Sudan are the real channels acting as communicating channels between
rich investmental economy in the Arab zrea and its possible management
with the natural rescurces of these African states. The ability of par-
ticipated investments shared between the Arabian capital from one side
and the Japanese capital from the other side, and between the Arabian
manpower, cheap and not well skilled, and the Japanese technological ex-
perience reminds us with what the Japanese economy is trying to do now
in Brazil and Canada but in a more integral way.

Last and not least, through the previous exploration, we can ob-
serve that the Arahian area is in need of a econcentrated industrializa-
tional process, whether this industrialization is understood to mean
only a vast economic development and macrosocial modern ization, or wheth-
er it will tend essentially to creats a military instrument suitable to
interact with the problems of the area. Development means the need of
fully-prepared industries, improved technology, technical experience.
Each of these three demands is richly owned by the Japanese economy and
it is able, in this concern, to introduce an impartant altsrnative to
what is called the occidental transference of technology which was and
still the very focus of the Euro-Arab dialogue. Here we can observe
how the interest of the Japanese policy ought to force this country not
to wait any more to reinforce a policy of real cooperation with the
Arabian area and to start from now to perform this goal; it must start
from the fifth element of our analysis waiting for the moment in which




it will find itself in real need of interaction with the Arabian area in
order to perform the other four goals. May be that this fact is strong-
ly affected by those who deliberate the Japanese policy for they are now
greatly interested in Algeria, Irag and Egypt.

D) It is maturally, to complete the different aspects of this
frame which analyses the Japanese-Arabian relations to ask: There is the
Arabian will from the interaction with Japan?

If we try to observe ohjectively all the previous tends we must not
be really optimistic. The Arab world, till now, is still leading a pol-
icy with certain characters that consider Japan presenting a secondary
importance. The Arabian policy till now is walking in an orbit deter-
mined by the following variables.

First: Centralizing the problems of the Arabian area over the
crisis of the Arab—Israsli comflict.

Second: Not really and seriously interested in the problems of de-
welopment and looking to the economic progress as if it means essential-
1y expanding the consumptive market.

Third: The trend of the Arabian capital towards the external in-
vastments.

Fourth: Not understanding the importance and the real meaning of
Saving Policy.

Fifth: The absence of any harmonization between the different
local plans.

In fact, these peculiarities binded, its focus is the weakness of
self-will, together must give place to a frame which its core is under-
development, and its logic is artlessness. The problem of Arab-Israeli
conflict is not the only problem of the pelitical process in the area:
one must wonder: if this intrused body disappeared, will all the other
problems vanish from the Arab region for ever? Looking to the develop-
ment as if it is reflecting in itself a kind of political intoxication
must lead us to pose the gquestion: The oil, in the Arab world, was a
grant from heaven or was it the contrary? Arab capitalists are invest-—
ing in Western Europe and even in North America and if we take in con-

sideration the real profits which offers the local market we must wonder:

why these national capitalists have not preferred the local markets?
Bo saving policy. The notion of planning is only a subject of demagogic
declarations even for all that concern the management of internatiomal
conflict in the area.

Thus, it is natural that the Arab-Japanese relations till now
are mostly bilateral. We have seen how the Japanese diplomacy does not

hesitate in pursuing this policy bas=d on the principle of the defense

of status guo; it is not of its interest to change this status-guo.

We can say that this policy, without mentioning details, diffarentiates
between three elements: encouraging the investments within the economi-
cally strong and politically stable states specially within Saudi Arabia,
encouraging the policy of aid and dumpting in the markets with the econo-
mically opened states specially Egypt, exercising an exaggerated effort
towards Algeria and [rag.

In spite of that, studying the declared documents does not ob-
viously help us in exploring the real Japanese perception about the fu-
ture of these relations with the Arab area. Does it subjugats to the
same logic which characterizes its macro policy which is based on the
economic interaction or, are there any new variables hiding a deliberated
and planned policy not yet declared?

The blue diplomatic book of 1974 published by the Japanese Foreign
Ministry introduces to us a general frame which acts as a starting point
in our resesarch about the identification of the goals which Japan wants
to perform from its policy within the Arabian area. The Japanese diplo-
macy declares that it has to face four basic elements to implement a mal-
tilateral diplomacy utilizing the dialogue policy in which the Japanees
side has to respect the situvation of each state, to help in creating a
pew economic system based on the reinforcement of cooperation among the
peoples of the world, to develop the deep relations with all the states
of contemporary world iacluding the states of thes Middle-East, to en-
courage the mutual understanding through cultural exchange.

If we translate all these elements as we understand it from that
blue book published by Japanese Foreign Ministry in 1976 we can affirm
two principles. The first is utilizing the notion of dialogue as the
base to the Japanese diplomatic action. The sscond i= trying to perform
stable relations between Japan and all the states regardless of its
political and social systems.

In fact, these principles constitute two logical results of the
Japanese policy and its previous improvements. Japan believes in Pacif-
ic philosophy as a base for interaction and it ends by accepting what
really exists and making of the stable-status the axis of its fiscal
policy.

Then, remain the last question which starts by the interrogation:
What can Japan introduce as an echo of a foreign policy embracing both
pragmatic and moral trends in our contemporary world taking in account
our Arab interests?
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There is no doubt that the Japanese policy rejects all the tradi-
tional hases of analyzing foreign policy and that any political scientist
when he affords the process of theorization of Japanese external relations
cannot but be surprised and astonished as he advances his analysis in com-
paring or integrating this case with the evolution of actual models. BHe
will find himeelf interacting with a model acting against all the usual
cases and rejecting the implementation of all the =table traditioms.

We must remember some intellectual models:

a. The relation between the economic, military and political weights
{(importance) constitutes a causal, and necessary logical relation. The
first cannot be separated from the second because the hiztory has naver
known an economic power which does not own its military instrument. Bath
the military and economic weights determine the characters of political
effectiveness in the internatiomal sphere. Japan presents esconomic weight
without military ability and without political effectiveness. The gues-
tion imposad by this observation is: Will this state continue to be as it
is now, and till when?

b. Post-war experience, specially when the two camps theory had
dominated, confirms that the political effectiveness of the middle-power-
states is determined by the nature of their subordinate relations with the
two great Super States taking in account the seguilibrium between the two

CAmpPS .
Japan, in spite of the fact that during a certain period of time
it was completely subordinated to U.S5., it has re=alized and elaborated
an independent and effective policy even relatively from both two camps,
more than that it played the role of a mediator between the two camps,
gaining by this a sort of intermational effectiveness that no analyst can
deny its strength and depth.
€. The experience of the years that followed the six days war con-
firms that the regional effectiveness is determined by the organic domi-
nation ower the regional equilibrium, domination means authority and im-
poses certain methods which cannot be separated from the military ability.
Japanese foreign policy represents ancother sodel aiming at the pear-
formance of this domination but utilizing effectivensss and saturation of
all the economic needs, in a broad meaning, starting from the consumptive
market till the manpower market without neglecting the transference of
technology which constitutes another kind of transaction.
This observation must lead us to those intermational circles and
which are attached to the problems of the Arabian area and wheres the
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Japanese wvoice can say its world and where this word will be an effec—
tive one and will be attentively heard.

The theoreticians of foreign policy may attract our attention to
four political domains where many interrogations can be raised and intro-
duce many questions about each of them: many probabilities of actiom
ought to be contemplated:

First: The Control of Foreign Policy of the Two Great Powers:
Japan is a second degree international power and surely it does not be-
long to the first class in the stratification of international community,
but in spite of that it affirms that it is able to treat to any of them
@5 an equal and so it is able to prevent any of them from exercising its
great power when interacting with a state even if this is described by
the American policy as a subordinate state and by the Soviet policy as a
defeated and enemy state. How can it perform that? what are its condi-
tions? Where is the Arab world from this model of international com-
promising behavior?

Second: The Policy of Energy in the Scope of International Trans-
action: There is no doubt that Japan will continue to ba the greatest
importer of energy in our contemporary world. Either it continuss to
depend zbsolutely on the Arabian energy or it tends to variegate its
sources, it will continue to be a dominant factar in the international
market of oil. Thus it will continus &o say its word, and this word
will be of a certain weight in all the events attached to the problems
of energy. It can impose a kind of saving in the consumption of energy,
and it is able to attract the attention to utilize oil in the petro-
chemical and fertilizers industries, and it is clsar that all this is
acting to perform bemefits for the coming bumanity in a world in which
the states exporting petrol are trending to separate between an organi-
zation for the developing states and another one for the developad states;
Japanese moderated policy would be able, in this structore to create a
kind of equilibrium in the domain of internatiomal competition over the
prices of petroleum energy.

Third: We must not slight what Japan can present to the new
International economic system. Japan according to ites nature is a
coloured state, thus it belongs to the non-white peoples, but accarding
to its capitalist structure and economic progress it belongs to the rich
developed states. It is the only state in our contemporary world that
stands from both the states of the north and the states of the south in
the position of a mediator: Taking in account its race it is a coloured
state i.e., one of the south statas, taking in account its abilities it



is a rich state, i.e. one of the north states. This fact may grant Japan
the opportunity of acting as a mediator between the two conflicting sides,
but it may also places it in a tearing position: being an industrial state
its interests force it to import the natural resources paying the cheapest
prices, but according to its historical roots it canncot but being a sup-
porter of the interesits of the third world. These facts may prepare Japan
to play an active and determinant international role in the Ffuture world.
Fourth: We can add in this concern another fieid where Japan is
prepared to play an important role during the following years: The pro-
cess of controling and minimizing the armament specially the armament re-
lated to the nuclear usage in the military activity. Japan, till now, is
looked at as a disarmed state, thus being a great economic technological
and even nuclear state it is able to initiate in all the spheres related
not only to disarmament but also to the control of nuclear weapons, facing
by that the five great powers which constitute for the moment the club of
nuclear abilities, i.e. 0.5., S.U., China, France and Britain:; it may ac-
complish this task in order to minimize the effect of the nuclear ability
not only in what concerns the international equilibrium but also it can be
wery active in order to protect and guarantee the non-nuclear states.

TOWARDS A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF
ARAB AND JAPANESE MODERNIZATION EXPERIENCES

-A Case Study of Some Social and Political Aasperts-

Al Hilal Dessenks

What was at the outset a discussion of the political aspects of
Arab and Japanese experiences, has evolved into a comparative study of
the processes of modernization in the Arab world, particularly Egypt,
and Japan. This comparison has of necessity assumed the form of a sur—
vey, rather than a detailed study and is intended primarily to point
out, in the first place, the validity of such a comparative analysis.
Secondly, it will attempt to articulate issuees for further investiga-
tion and analysis by way of outlining certain significant processes of
development, cultural/religious, and institutions which can be seen to
underlay the particular form which "modernization® has taken in these
two areas. PFurther suggestions will be offared concerning the manner
in which these processes, values and institutions may have furthered or
impeded the modernizing of these two areas.

The Japanese experience has been selected for comparison becauss
Japan provides a striking contrast to not only the Arab world, but ko
almost every “"developing®™ country or "new state™ in terms of its appar-
ent success in attaining parity with the "developed” sector of the inter-
national community in almost every sphere. Superficially, at any rate,
Japan strikes the observer as being almost as totally "modern™ as any
other nation of the world. By contrasting those factors and conditions
obtaining in Japanese society prior to the time that it began what may
be termed its modern transformation (the Meiji Restoration of 1868 is
usually so considered) with factors and conditions considered te com-
prise elements of the pre-modern society of the Arab world, it may be
possible to discern which of these factors, if any, were held in common
and which provide contrast.

Hot only would this indicate areas which could then be specified
as topics for further research, but may also provide clues toward an-
swering the perplexing guestion of why the Arab countries have not "suc-
ceeded” in modernizing to the same extent as has Japan.

Within this paper the terms "success®, “achievement™, "developing/
davelopment® shall be understood in their accepted meanings without re-
ference to the validity of their pursuit.

A second aspect is possibly of more importance for this discussion,
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if posed in contradistinction to its traditionmal society, exactly how
modern is Japanese society at present, relative to the usual Western
EBuropean/North American example. Or, has Japan in its modernity suc-
ceeded in synthesizing its pre-modern past institutions, wvalue-structure
and belief-systems with Western technology and method and created a mod-
ern Japanese so0Clety as opposed to simply a modern society. It is main-
tained herein that this is certainly the case; personal experience and
recent study have been utilized to support the proposition that modern
society in Japan is essentially Japanesa. Many striking examples are
available, and perhaps the particular structurs of Japanese business or-
ganization is sufficiently illustrative to provide supporting evidence
for this hypothesis at present.

Hot only is the Japanese example useful for comparison because of
its attainment of parity with Western natioms, but also these two so-
cieties, Japan and the Arah world, were confronted with this crisis situ-
ation, the necessity for a "modern transformation”, at approximately the
=ame point in time and were thus faced with the same technological and
intellectual stage of maturity in the West,

Another possible value of such a comparison is derived from an
avoidance of the difficulties inherent in constantly viewing the Arab
world in contrast with the model of Western Europe. Both Japan and the
Arab world were faced not with a process of slow evolution, but with
attempting to modernize rather immediately. When one juxtaposes a de-
veloping area with the West there is the tendency to overlook the cen-
turies of evolution which formed the basis for technological and intel-
lectual positions reached by the West at the time of the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries. Conseguently observers are often perplexed by the
hesitant and resultant slowness with which these values and technigues
are assimilated into these developing societies.

With Japan we are provided with an example of a socisty which,
similar to the Arab world, has been confronted with the issue of meeting
the challenge posed by Western technological superiority at approximately
the same period in time but yet has been more successful in meeting the
challenge in the sense that it is no longer a "developing™ area but one
considered to be "developed®. And, during the proceszs of attaining this
position it has also succeeded in iptegrating its traditional society
with modernity with much more apparent success than has the Arabh world.

It would appear that Islamic modermism (Mohammad Abduh's school)
has essentially been the attempt on the part of Muslims to carry out the
self-same process, an attempt to synthesize Islam and modermity- to gain
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the one without forsaking the uttuerl, The contrast then, may provide
examples of how the Japanese were able to retain certain traditional
value systems and institutions which can, at the same time, be said to
have facilitated the process of modernization. Yet, on the other hand,
it may show how institutions and wvalues of similar type may not be as
conducive to change in the Arab Islamic context.

Lastly, a portion of recent scholarship in Japanese studies has
been intimately involved in these guestions - more specifically, how did
the period preceding the Restoration facilitate or inhibit modermization?
The approach in this undertaking may well be employed, to the extent to
which it is applicable, in the study nf the modernization of the Arab
world.

Generally, the use of concepts deriwved from examinations of con—
Eemporary societies would ssem to be of great importance for
historical research. Through the utilization of these concepis
t_hf,- historian may be able to throw light on the processes under-
lying great =ocial, political, and economic changes which might
otherwise be lost in the welter of particular facts and events.

The practice of historical sociology, even though limited often-

times by the lack of data, can indicate to us the character and

processes of social change in societies no longer contemporary

and by so doing bring us to some understanding of the wvast changes

that may contemporary societies are now undergoing.2

That the process of modernization is a complex process is a troism.
The implications of the use of this term are many and varied, implying,
among others, concrete technological innovations or industrialization,
the increasing specificity of functional roles, and the secuolarization
of society. This latter aspect would seem to include such various
factors as education, jurisprudence, mentiments of nationalism and non-
traditional attitudes towards the political process. It may be main-
tained that, in actuality, the progress toward industrialization and
the use of technology is in many raspacts sympotomatic of other atti-
tudinal and ideational processes or, of how adaptive the traditiomal
society is/was toward the implied demands of modernity.

A paper of this scope cannot, of necessity, hope to raise all of
these issues. The major considerations in terms of this discussion will
be with regard to certain significant socio-religious values and politi-
cal-sconomic factors of the two sgcieties to be compared.

In restatement, the guestion revolves around the ability of Arab
society to cope with the challenges of modernization, be they religious,
educational, economic, technological, political or otherwise. Perhaps
it may be reduced to a more basic problem: can Arab Islamic society

guide and determine its “progress® through the utilization of its owm
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intellectual and institutional heritage or must it be led by forces of
change owver which it can exert no effective control? This, certainly,
was Mohasmad Abduh's ba=zic dilemma, and his efforts, were by way of
seeking its resclution. In other words, is total secularization of
Islamic society necessary for it to become “"completely” modern society,
in relative terms, or may it incorporate its own intellectual, religi-
ous and ingtitutional traditions into such development?

It is in this light that a view toward the Japanese experience may
be instructive. Wwhile such a comparative analysis will not pretend to
answer these guestions, it may help to point ocut not only how Japan was
able to attain such a high degree of modernization in such a short space
of time, but alsc how Japanese society, in its modernity, was able to
retain a large measure of its tradition. This method may also to some
degree indicate the difficulties which Arab countries are encountering
while undergoing their modernization processes,

Marion T. Levy provides a methodology for those who are endsavor-
ing to examine the process of modernization in a given society ("Modern-
ization®™ being defined as the process whereby the members of a society
increasingly utilize inanimate sources of power and/or tools to multi-
ply the effects of their efforte)-

Any problem of social change is a problem of comparative social
analysis. Three stages of a social system must be distinguishsd
either explicitly or implicitly: 1- that from which change takes
place, the initial stage: 2- that during which the change takes
place, the transitional stage; 3- that of the system when the 4
change understudy may be considered complete, the resultant state.

This paper will, then, attempt to establish those areas or issues
which a comparative analysis of the "initial stages® of Japanese and
Arak society {(with particular emphasis upon the Egyptian context for
which much more material is seemingly available) may undertake to handle._
The entire problem, of course, would entail at the same time a survey
of the transitional stage, involving the agents of change and the in-
tensity of the impact of innovation upon these respective societies.
However, this complex problem will be deferred to a later time.

For purposes of discussion the Japanese period of the Tokugawa
Shogunate (ca.l600-1868) will be considered as the initiasl stage. As
regards the Arab world in the pre-modern period, from approximately 1500
and the establishment of the hegemony of the Ottoman Sultanats, the lack
of materials presents special difficulties. Although a certain amount
of primary source material exists, it has yet to receive the attention
it would benefit from with regard to economic l::.‘u::l:m:]r.5 Indeed, one
issue to be raised is the requirement for further study of this period
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of Islamic socic-economic and political history. Copseguently in most
cases only general remarks may be made with regard to Egypt. Also,
where possible an indication of tremds appearing in the late medieval/
early pre-modern period will be indicated as a basis for further dis-
cussion.

In any event, the issues with which this paper is concerned can
perhaps be characterized as falling into three general categories:
socio-religious, political and economic. The first of these, that which
may be termed the socio-religious factor, possibly is separable as a
distinct category and yet serves as a bond, linking the other slements
together as a social unit.

Tokugawa society was characterized by a legal and hereditary class
system, with prestige correlating directly with power. Economic wealth
was not, therefore, the primary determinative of status. On the con-
trary ideally, and actuwally in the early portion of this period, power
determined wealth®. This stratification scheme, based ideologically
upon traditional Chinese views, divided society inte four strata:
samurai or warrisr-administrater, peasant, artisan, and merchant in that
order.’ The actual system of stratification, as reflected in the inter-
mediate and later periods of Tokugawa history, was somewhat more complex.
There had been, according to Dr. Silberman's analysis, three basic lewels
of prestige based upon a consideration of political and economic condi-
tions.

The highest status group; in order of ranking consisted of the
Shogun and branch families, the Emperor and court, the Daimyo and related
families including wealthy ourban merchants, the upper samurai (who staffed
the bulk of the feudal administrative offices), the lower samurai who were
generally excluded from high administrative jobs and therefore came to
comprise a local elite, and wealthy local merchants. The intermediate
status group was comprised generally of lower urban and rural merchants
and “upper peasants™ who formed the village leadership. The lowest status
grouping was composed of artisans and the great mass of the peasantry.a

There was some mobility between the generalized status groups-high,
intermediate and low — though social mobility was largely within the
groups rather than betwean them.® This point shall be discussed at
greater length later when considering the role of the political elite
and its emergence, but for the moment the above generalization will suf-
fice.

Another factor for consideration would be that of family structure,
specially with regard to inheritance. WNot only did the family in Tokugawa
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society represent in many respects a microcosm of the total society,

embodying and reflecting as it did the same central value system of the
society as a whnle.ln but it also played the primary role in determining
social status and consequently access to income, education and political
power. As Japanese society prior to 1868 was ascriptive, particular-
istic and kinship oriented in nature, "family stratum position played
an important role in social and elite -ubi.lity'lli Primogenetre of in-
heritanee as well as the lack of inter-status group mobility contributed

greatly to the accumulation and maintenance of both political and eco-
nomic power and renourm‘!s.lz

verlaying and supporting this social structure is what came to be

the central value systeéem of Tokugawa Japan, 'Bushido', characterized by

one writer as the "religion of lnyalty'f:; Ballah states for further

emphasis that:

'Bushidn', the Way of the Warrior, is of special importance to any
inguiry into the values and ethics of Tokugawa or modern Japan.
This is becausse the "bushi' or 'samural'’ embodies or were supposed
to embody the central Japanese values, and because in fact the
ethic of 'Bushido' became in Tokugawz and modern times the national
ethic, or at lea=st a large part of it 14
If allowed to summarize and synthesize a great amount of material,
the Bushido ethic, apparently an amalgamation of traditional Shinto and
Buddhism reinforced by Confucian teaching on the virtue of lﬂyalty.li

may be said to have placed its central emphasis upon primary loyalty and
1&

obligation to one's own feudal lord. The anecdote regarding *the forty-

seven ronin' is often cited as an example of the epitome of this value
system, This obligation was accepted to such extent that family loyalty
was surpassed by loyalty to the mrlnrd-”

In connection with Bushido the essence of Shinto would alsc have to
be discussed. This has particular relevance in the Restoration period
when the promotion of nationalism was greatly facilitated by the transfer
of loyalty from the feudal lord to the Enperur.ln Although a great many
practices of cult nature comprise Shinto religion, for the purposes of
a discussion of this nature the relationship of the members of Japanese
society to the Emperor and the gods would be of prime concern.

Bobert Bellah summarizes the important characteristics of the Japa-
nese religious system and the relevance of its values to a study of this
nature:

The particular characteristic of the Japanese institutional

system was its strong emphasis on the vertical axis and relatively
small reliance on horizontal ties, That is, institutiomal struc-
ture was held together largely through ties of loyalty batween
superior and inferior. A strengthening of this system then meant
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a strengthening of the intensity of loyalty and thus affected
the relation between the political and institutional system.
Being able to count on & high level of loyalty, the power=s of
coordination which the political system could exercise vis-A-
vis the institutional system were also strengthened. With
respect to the problems of modernization and industrialization
it is clear that such intensive controlling powers of the po-
litical system and the discii:li.ned response of the people to
them were a major advantage. 3

As opposed to the Japanese case it has been shown that by the time
of the Mamluk regime in Egypt the rather distinct social classes, based
at the same time upon function and economic status, as indicated by
Guite.i.n.zn had become somewhat blurred. This in turn perhaps demotes
a greater possibility of social mobility than was present in Tokugawa
society. Although it is not possible at this time to determine whether
this phenomenon predominated elsewhere in the Arab world or to what ex-
tent it pre-dated the Mamluk period, Lapidus does notice the great re-
presentation of non-merchant professionals within the commercial com-
munity-particularly the ulama but aiso including administrators and
others. He js even led to say that: "Instead of two distinct classes,
3 Professor Petrushevsky
also cites a similar widening of commercial interests in Medieval Persia
— although in this case within the context of the landed uistnnrncy.zz

Another trend which led to an increasing lack of role specifity on
the one hand as well as to increasing social mobility was one whereby
the close collaboration between the Mamluk state and the merchant ulti-

mately resulted in the usurpation of commercial activities by tha state
23

ane broad ulama-merchant body was formed”.

and the merging of commercial and political functions. The Japanese

merchant community desired and was able to resist to a large degree such
tendencies on the part of Tokugawa politiecal a.dminist.ratim-zl

In contrast to the Tokugawa religious institutional system which
tended to reinforce social ismobility and particularistic loyalties,
seen in the Japanese case as in many ways an adwvantage regarding the
process of modernization, the Arab-Islamic tendency, ideally egalitarian
and universalistic, would seem to promote, perhaps as indicated in the
Mamluk experience, mobility and interaction between social classes and
groupings as well as to promote extra-personal and extra- regional
loyalties.

Social mobility may be a great advantage in the process of modern-
ization, on the one hand, yet, lack of specificity of function would ap-
pear to act as a detriment. At the same time, the particularistic loy-
alties found in Tokugawa society were apparently greatly conducive to a
nationalistic ethic, greatly facilitated the focusing of aims and goals
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in a political organization- the nation state and emperor, whereas the
ideological confusion resulting from attempts to synthesize Islamic
universali=sm with nationalistic particularism is as yet an unresolved
dilemma.

Upcn turning to a consideration of palitical factors two separate
areas will be discussed: leadership and law.

In a2 more detailed study the subject of law would be given a sepa-
rate category, however, its specially prominent political functiom in
Tokugawa society justifies its inclusion at this point, for, "Law was
an instrument to be used by rulers but not to limit their actions".?>
Since a great deal of further research would be required prior to the
undertaking of a comparative study in this area the topic will be men—
tioned only in passing. This does not seek to diminish the potential
importance of this consideration, however.

The appropriateness of the Shari'ah to modern legal application is
a recognized point of dispute. Ané the degree to which its maintenance
inhibits modernization, and the case and degree to which it may be
modified or reinterpreted are also issues of great concern for a number
of Arab countries, as well. In the Japanese case the advantages pro-
vided by the lack of highly developed traditional legal system are read-
ily apparent vis-d-vis the process of modernization: "Since no rational-
ized system of jurisprudence existed, interpretation of the law was made
in terms of the general morality as the particular magistrate saw it.
Heedless to say, his cosmitment was to the political authority, not to
the law itself or to 'the people’."’®

Over and above this, the mainstream of pre-modern Japanese law it-
self was incorporated in unwritten custom. > & body of "justiciable®
law in the commercial and criminal fields did develop in the latter half
of the Tokugawa period, and conseguently, the same period of time wit-
nessed the beginnings of a professionalization of the law in thse modern
sense.?® However, one observer is led to comment that: "..BEdo law did
not reach deep into the society, nor did shogunal civil law extend ter-
ritorially beyond its own lands (one-seventh of Japan)®. 2’

Although it is unclear as to how or even whether Tokugawa legal in-
stitutions contributed in a direect sense to the proceszs of modernization,
it may be concluded that at least Japanese society was not possessed of
divinely sanctioned, extremely complex, widely applicable and deeply
penetrating legal tradition which had to be dealt with when embarking
upon modernizatiom.

The guestion of political leadership in the respective societies
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is as involved as any issue yet raised. The elements of consideration
would reguire a determination (with regard to both the 'initial' and
"transitional® stage of the process] of the nature of the leadership on
all levels: from “national” to local, the social groups and/or classes
Erom where these groups generally originate (d), to what extent the
transition to modernity was or is accompanied by a continuation of thase
elites in their former roles, whether traditional groups functioned in
new roles and to what extent and at what level non-traditional groups
assumed leadership roles. Also significant would be a determination of
the extent to which central walues and aims are held in common between
the levels of political leadership and between the leadership groups and
the total membership of the society. Communication between the levels
of lsadership would seem to be the central issue.

While it is not possible to deal with the intricate historical
process resulting in the peculiar pature of the Restoration leadership,
it has been shown by Professor Silberman that this new ruling elite,
having developed the requisite dissatisfaction with the existing regime,
the reguisite administrative skills and technigques to implement modern
bureaucratic organization and administration a= well as the NecesSsSary
commitment to innovation and hence modernization, emerged from the lower
levels of the previous ruling elite, In the immediate post-Restoration
period this new elite was increasingly comprised by the lower samurai.
It can be seen than that increasing meobility of an interclass nature
was not necessarily a factor in the emergence of this leadership, al-
though mobility did emerge as a trend in the latter portion of the
Tokugawa period and was definitely a factor in the overall socio-economic
development of Japan.

More important, perhaps, were other consequences resulting from the
emergence of the lower samurai in a position of leadership. As Silher-
man has commented:

---it is not enough that the national elite is committed to
innovation. Unless local elites are also committed in this
direction, attempts at modernization will be slow and accom-
panied with considerable conflict, 30

In the Japanese case this situation was avoided as a consequence
of the nature of the new elites which had been, prior to 1BEE, essen-
tially a local elite. As was mentioned earlier due to the nature of
the society's stratification structure, attainment, for the most part,
of higher level posts was not possible for the lower samurai. '
Fartially due to an increasingly depressed economic position through-
cut the latter half of the Tokugawa period, at the time of the Restora-
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tion: "One might well say that those lower and upper samurai who at-
tained posts in the upper civil service represented, or at least were
conceived as representing, a large group of their compatriots who were
committed to any policy that would put an end to their increasing loss
of El-ta.tl.'ls."']:2

Silberman summarizes the results and the importance of the lower
samurai's leadership:

There was, thus, a2 community of commitment to certain wvalues,

to patterns of behavior between the new national elite and the

local elites. This commonality of values and aims and behavior

provided the basis of easy communication between these two elite
structures. Communication was made even easier by drawing into
the national government many of the local elite, identifying them
with innovation whether they approved of it or not. This linkage
between national and local elites made the introduction of new
political and sconomic institutions relatively easy. The rapidity
of Japan's modernization was, then, in large part a conseguence

of the social origins of those who were committed to immovation.

The importance of continuity of leadership and common commitment
to values and aime is then readily apparent. BSuch a study as that of
Eilbarman's undertaken with regard to the particular regional Arab
societies might prove specially revealing in connection with the dif-
ficulties encountered during their processes of modernmization. An ini-
tial investigation might involwve a determination of the exact nature of
local leadership in pre-modern Arab society and its relationship with
the various "anciens régimes®. Lapidus' study indicated the preponderant
role in local lezdership played by the ulama' and the leading merchants
as well as their close relationship with the ruling instituti.on.:“ The
apparent lack of commonality between this local elite, if trends ap-
parent toward the end of the Mamluk period remained in effect until the
immediate pre-modern period, and the newly emsrgent national elite com-
mitted to innovation may indeed be a very valid reason for the conflict
which modernization in the Arab world had induced. This is not to say
that it could necessarily be otherwise, but that such a study may provide
valuable insights toward an understanding of the interacting forces in
the period under consideration.

As is the case with the other categories the survey of the economic
conditions of the respective pre-modern societies cannot be as compre-
hensive as would be desirable and could similarly, also constituts as
adeguate subject of discussion of itself. Studies are as yet inconclu-
sive on the direct participation of the Japanssse merchant class in the
Restoration movement > and a study of the economic, and indeed, the

socio-economic history of a pre-modern Arab society has yet to be written.
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In addition, at this point the research for a more full study is ad-
mittedly incomplete. MNonatheless, it is interesting and perhaps sig-
nificant to parallel the development of the Tokugawa periocd with that
of the Muslim world from approximately the ninth through at least the
fourteenth century.

Just as Muslim society underwent a socio-economic *rewolution™ or
transformation following the establishment of the Abbassid Caliphate so
also did Japan in the Tokugawa period. Both transformations related to
a very noticable process of urhanizatim.zﬁ

Consequent to these "transformations®™ the real importance and socio-
economic status (if not the ideal status of the Japanese merchant) of
the merchant classes in both the Muslim as well as Japanese cases under-
went obvipus increases. Two different sets of principal factors are
apparently responsible for these changes in merchant status (though car-
tainly not limited to these), reflecting differences in the structures
of the societies.

The Islamic world, astride the major esast-west trade routes, be-
came intimately invelved in that trade with the government apparently
not participating at the outset to any great degres, the merchants bene—
fiting accordingly. The increasing "enfeudalization™- for the lack of
more suitable terminology although "militarization® would be more ap-
propriate as well as the associated incursions of Central Asian steppes
nomads apparently acted as a detriment to the activities of an inter-
national cosmercial nature. The Islamic merchant was best able to nti-
lize the benefits of his geographical position before the militarization
of the state occurred.

Whereas, in Japanese society the rise of the merchant resulted as
a rather direct consequence of the Shogunate system of feudalism, "

This system, termed bakuhan, provided the daimyo, or feudal lord, with
a relatively autoncmous and self-sufficient existence with one very im-
portant additional consideration. In order to ensure the loyalty of
his vassals the Shogun reguired that the daimyo maintain his family and
2 second residence at the capital, Edo. This was termed the san-kin-
kotai system and was essentially a method whereby the Shogun kept the
daimyo family as hostages and reguired that he make appearances at court
3% These obligations then required the daimyo to
convert a portion, increasingly larger as the period progressad, of his
“tax-rice® income to cash in order to meet his expenses in the capital.
Consequently there arose two distinct regional groups of merchants aside
from others locally oriented: one in Osaka which became the national

on periodic occasions.
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entrepot for rice conversion and one in Edo to handle credit exchange
and the distribution of goods in the capital city. Due to a gemeral
rise in the socio-economic well-being of Japan during this period other
prominent groups of merchants arose, specially those responsible for
the distribution of urban manufacture qhnoﬂu.]g

The ruling elite became increasingly dependent upon the merchant
for cash and the extension of loans to the daimyo became a prominent
aspect of the society as their feudal (han) lands provided less and less
of their monetary requirements- specially due, apparently, to the san-
kin-kotai. The resultant condition is summarized by Sheldon:

The inherent strength of the merchants' position lay in their

monopaly of commercial and financial activities and the conse—

gquent dependence of the samurai class on the merchants for the
distribution of food and all types of commercial commodities,

and for the essential financial services, specially lending

services, which became more and more necessary to them becauss

of their deepening indsbteness.40

Generally speaking it may be noticed that the merchant communities
provided various institotions for and =ffected the respective societies
in similar fashion. Among thase are the facilitation of the mometiza-
tion of the economy. In the Islamic world this was accomplishad hy the
merchants who served to accommodate the various coinages, principally
the dinar and dirham, circulating in the empire. This role was assumed
by merchants cum money-changers (sayrafi) in Mamluk Egypl:.u The Japa-
nese merchant facilitated, in effect, the changeover from a barter to a
money economy: a very important pre—condition to modernity. Both of
these respective communities provided institutions of credit and banking,
both public and private, as well as initiating a "letter-of-credit® sys-
tem in each economy, the smﬂ:a:;inf'I2 in the Muslim world and the tﬂatau
in Tokugawa Japan.

A significant conseguence of these developments was the increase in
de facto social mobility and the social status of commercial enterprise
in general, allowing for a more widespread participation in mercantile
activities specially on the part of the upper strata of society. This
was important in both of these societies, though engendering increasing
governmental interference in the private sector to the apparent detri-
ment of at least the Mamluk economy in the Muslim world. In the Japa-
nese context this factor facilitated the entrance of the samurai elits
into commercial activities enhancing Japan's ability to implement in-
dustrialization on a wide basis without as much reticence on the part
of the ruling elite as might have otherwise been the case M4

ficant difference is apparent in the development of these societies.

One signi-
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The Mamluk government which co-opted commercial functions was not com-
mitted to innovation but to its own institutional perpetuation and ag-
grandizement, whereas the committment of the Japanese Restoration lesader-
ship was most definitely modernization.

One final point may be mentioned, although its significance is as
yet not entirely clear. Interstingly encugh, the period of Tokugawa's
socig-economic expansion coincides very nearly to the economic decline
of the Muslim Middle East. One might even go out on a limb and conjec-
ture that, at least with regard to Egypt, Muslim society was most ripe
economically for modernization in the fifteenth century.

CONCLUSTON

This brief survey may have served to indicate that two extremely
important factors conducive to Japan's particular modernization process
were the nature and origins of its Bsstoration leadership and, at the
same time, its institutional emphasis upon particularistic loyalty and
allegiance. As one spource mentioned, it was relatively easy to transfer
this allegiance from one particular governmental institution to another,
from the daimyo and Shogunate to the nation-state/Emperor, specially
since the membership of the national government remained egsantially
the same. Tt came primarily from & sub-stratum within the major social
class: the samurai nobility.

Further, and seemingly more important with regard to Arab societies,
it has been shown that 2 national elite committed to innovation is not
sufficient. Unless local elites ars also committed in this direction,
attempts at modernization will be slow and accompanied with considerable
l|:|:r1:|_£li-r_-1:.'tlﬁ Silberman®s statement with regard to India may be particu-
larly applicable k5 Arab societies:

Here as elsewhere the elite in the national government are often
competently trained and cosmitted to the creation of a modern
society. Yet this elite has attained little sucecess in its at-
tempt to communicate innovations to the vast mass of society.

In the absence of a mass communication system characteristic of
a highly integrated society, such an attack upon tradition must
take place through those who wield power at the lowest levels.
But these two elite structures, and there may be more, have few
or no common values or norms. The national elite differs from
local elites in social origin and status, in economic status, in
educational background and as result in language as well. The
value or orientations, the objectives and the whole pattern of
life of these two elites are almost as distinctintly different
as if they were inhabitants of two different societies. Under
such circumstances, the national elite must overcome vast obsta—
cles to introduce the simplest type of innovation.46
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This paper was written with the intention of being a point of
departure, an agenda for further research. It is hoped that it has at
least shown the possibility of gaining new insights through the use of
comparative social analysis as well as the prospect of this analytical
approach enabling those concerned to frame basic guestions from dif-
ferent perspectives, perhaps with some increased capability of resclu-

tion.
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ON THE EXCHANGE OF EXPERIENCES
BETWEEN THE EMERGENCE OF JAPAN AND EGYPT

Monhamed Awis

At the beginning of the Msiji restoration in Japan (1868-19%12) a
book was published in the form of a political novel. Such was the only
way of expressing the opposition at that time in Japan. The name of
the book was "Kajin no Kigu" and it was reviewsd in English under the
title "Romantic Meeting with two fair Ladies". The book was a sort of
autobiography of the author whose pen-name was Tokal Sanshi. The real
name was, however, Shiba Shiro.

The first part of the book was published in 1B85 and the last and
eight parts in 1897. The novel talks about a journey made by Mr. Shiro
to Ceylon and Egypt im 1888. In Ceylom he met Orabi Pashar the leader of
the Egyptian National Revolution in Egypt against foreign domination and
the Ehedive Tawfik. Shiro after listening to Orabi, decided to wvisit
Egypt to see by himself the consequences of the foreign domination and
the defeat of a rising natiomal state at the hands of Westernm imperialism.
It might be important to give a brief idea about the education and the
growth of Shiba Shiro and why he was so interested in the Egyptian cause.
Shiba Shiro was born in December 1852 and he was one of Lord Matsudaira
men who fought against the clans of Satsuma and Nagato, beside the Toku-
gawa Shogunats. We know wvery little of this conflict, but the net result
that one might gather is that Shiba Shiro was fighting against the Meiji
who won the battles at last.

Shiro at the time was fourteen years old, when the Meiji proved to
be victorious, he realized that it would be rather impossible for him to
reach any high post in the Japanese administration under the Meiji.
Therefore he decided to continue his education abroad. Under these cir-
cumstances one can understand the reason why he went to the United States,
and with the assistance of some relatives, he joined a college specialised
in economics and finance in S5t. Francisco. This took place in 1879. In
1881 he continued his studies at the University of Pennsylvania at Phi-
ladelphia. In that University he studied finance at Wharton College of
Finance such subjects seemed to be appealing to Shiba, why ? It happened
that Japan at that time was at the cross-road of ite development and there
was only two ways for Japan to choose either depending on foreign loans
and dealing with imperialistic Western countries as a weak partner or
depending on its national respources and confronting Western imperialisms.
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Egypt stood at that time with Orabi's Revolution, as an example of the
second way. But Egypt was occupied by Britain and Western imperialism
dominated it, economically and politically. That is why Mr. Shiro was
interested in the cause of Egypt to the extent that he went to Ceylon to
l=arn from Orabi himself the story of Egypt, struggls against Western
imperialism.

Thiz explains also why he was interested in economics and Finance.

From his book one can also easily gather that Shiro was antagonis-
tic to the idea that Japan should be committed to Western imperialism.

Japan did not taks into consideration his views. On the contrary
Japan made & military alliance with Great Britain im 1902. That is why
he and his Minister of Trade resigned as a protest to the state's policy.

From his book one could easily say that the author had recalled
how many weak nations in history had been subdued or oppressed by the
strong such as Egypt, Poland, Hungary, and others all formed a striking
object-lesson in the problem of national survival, and he was determined
to do all he could to prevent his own country from treading the path
along which those ill-fated nations had gone. Accordingly he decided to
warn his fellow-countrymen by publishing his own views on such vital
matters as political freedom, a firm foreign policy and the development
of the state on an industrial basis.

Two years after the military alliance with Britain Japan defeated
Russia in a decisive battle (1904).

The victory of Japan was received in the Arab World as whole and
most particgularly among the circles of the national movement with great
admiration. Mustafa Famel, the leader of the Wational Party (afterwards)
wrote his book on Japan in 1904. The name of the book was "The Rising
Sun*® in which he expressed his utmost admiration. This Arab admiration
of Japan went on after Mustafa Eamel and remained up £ill now. Japan
was always looked upon in the Arab World as a successful oriental country
who was able to build its=lf and become a supar powsr. Japan was ths
only foreign country mentioned in the Egyptian National Charter announced
by the late leader Masser in 1962.

However during Mustafa Kamel's time at the beginning of the century
there were two specific reasons to canse such huge admiration.

A) Japan defeated Russia which always threatened the biggest Islamic
country, i.e., the Ottoman Empire. And the movement of Mustafa Kamel was
relying heavily on the Ottoman Empire. Egypt, even after the British oc-
cupation, was legally and internationally a part of the Ottoman Empire.

B) Cromer, the British consul in Egypt followed the policy of throw-

ing the Egyptians into complete despair of getting rid of British oc-
cupation. He continuously threw doubts on the Egyptian capacity to be
an independent nation, mainly because Egypt was an oriental country.
Then came the victory of Japan over Russia as an opposite example to
Cromer's preaching Mustafa Kamel's views were rather naive. He never
thought that Japan was playing the role of great Britain in Scuth East
Asia. It was a complets imperialistic state. Japan invaded Formosa in
18%5 and in 1905 took by force the South part of Sakhaleen from Russia.
She fully played the part of an imperialistic state in Manshouria and in
1910 conguered Xorea.

Thus Japan in its development as state committed itself in impe-
rialistic bargains. No wonder that the war between Japan and Russia
took place in 1904, the same year which Great Britain concluded the en-
tente cordiale in the same year Mustafa Xamel, however didn't realize
these facts.

In this book, previously mentioned he says in page 3,"Some of as,
the people of the Orient, say we are a nmation whose role has already
passed, and history has closed its political existence and they have no
way to be on the level of Europe or the capacity to resist it and there
iz no other way but to submit to the West and accept its domination
without work for the present and without hope for the future."®

Then came the nation of Japan to prowe the wrong of this preach-
ing and reminding the orientalists that the way for prosperous develop-
ment lies just in front of them if they work hard to reach their aims.
He goes on in such a language through all his book, forgetting complete-
ly that Japan at that time was no less imperialistic than England and
that through a strong army and a strong aggressive military mavy Japan
reached what England had already reached. The only difference was that
England was a western state, and Japan was [and still] an oriental state.
The imperialistic intention and aim wers not realized by Mustafa Kamel
and the victim was China in case of Japan, while Egypt was the wvictim
of Great Britain.

To conclude, the main idea of the author of this article one might
say that Eqypt by its defeat during Orabi's Revolution was giving
Mr. Shiba Shiro and Japan a failing but true and honourable example of
a nationalist movement defeated in the face of an empire like the British
empire while Japan gave the Arab Nation a successful but upntroe and
false example.

In Decemher 1937 the Mogutataf, an Egyptian Magazine, wrote about
Japan, "Britain was the Greatest old enemy of Russia, giving Japan the
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most support and courage to conclude with her the treaty of 1902 which

was immediately changed to military alliance and when the war was waged

between Russia and Japan in 1904-1905, Japan was able, with the help of

some Western states,

to defeat Russia™.
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HAlJl OMAR MITSUTARO YAMADKA,
-His Life and His Works-

Shinji Maejrma
= I -

Who was the first Muslim in Japan? And who was the first Hajji in
Japan? To the first gquestion, it is difficult to give a definite answer.
However to the second the answer is easy because we can say without hesi-
tation that Mitsutaroc YAMADOKAR was the first Hajji in Japan. Ewven with
the first guestion, it is clear that YAMAOKA was at least one of the
first Muslims in Japan and that he consecrated the latter part of his
iong life to the promotion of friendship between the Islamic people and
his compatriots. YAMAORA was born in Fukuyama city, Hiroshima prefecture,
on the 7th of March, 1880. He Ffinished primary school in Tokyo, and
middle school in Okayama prefecture. After that he entersed the Depart-
ment of Russian language of the Tokyo Foreign Language School (the pre-
sent Tokyo Gaikokugo Daigaku). He was graduated from this school in the
spring of 1904, as one of the first graduvates of its Russian Department.
At that time Japan had already declared war against the Empire of Bussia.
Hence, YAMAOEA volunteered for the army and was enrolled as an inter-
preter in the 10th Division of Himeji and went ta the front in Manchuria.

After the restoration of peace in the following year, he served in
the army in Manchuria and FHorea for a few years, and during this period
becams acquainted with Shaikh Abd zl-Rashid Ibrahim, a patriotic scholar
born in KAZAN from a distinguished family of the Bashdjirt (Bashkir)
people. Shaikh Ibrahim was condemned to exile because of his activities
in independence for his native people and he came to Japan, where he con-
siderably influenced some Japanese through his teachings of the doctrines
and sublimity of Islam.

YAMAORKA wrote in the preface of his work entitled, "The Mysterious
Power of al-Tslam™ (published in 1921) as follows:

"It was in September of 1909 that the present writer left Japan for
Mecca in Arabia. I sailed to Singapore, Colombo, South India and reached
Bombay. There I came together with Mr. Tbrahim who had left Japan before
me. I learned from him there the doctrine, discipline and method of
prayer of Islam, etc. and then started for Mecca®™.

In fact, YAMAOEA's conversion to the faith of Islam took place only
after his arrival in Bombay. His conversiom was at first, it is said,
for convenience sake in order to enter the holy city. But after that,
he became a sincere believer of al-Islam.



If this was so, what was the initial purpose of his going to Macca?
We cannot find any explanation from YAMAOKA himself concerning this gues-
tion. However in the preface of anothar of his book, entitlsd "My Journey
through Arabia, the Land of Mystery in the World" (published in 1912 in
Tokyo) , the author says as follows:

"We cannot agree with those are intently yearning only after the
civilization of Europe and America. We should hold in respect not only
our country, but also the many people in Asia and Africa, and we should
strive for their happiness. Some far and clear-sighted s=nicrs of ours
have already taken into consideration the situation above cited and hav-
ing turned their attention to the South-West corner of Asia they decided
to dispatch me there. Their minds are truly immeasurably deep and are
full of magnificent ideals...".

Who were these farsighted seniors of YAMAORA who encouraged and
helped him to go to Arahia? It is not easy to ascertain their names.

= TT =

YAMAOEA and his friend left Bombay on the 20th of November, and
sajiled on board in English steamer with many Indian and Chiness pilgrims,
arriving in Jidda on the 10th of December, 1909.

From Jidda to Mecca they hired mules and entered the Boly City on
the 1l1th of December.

When YAMAOKE left Tokyo, he said that he would not return to Japan
alive. But guite unexpectedly, the authoritie=s and the people of Mecca
treated their first Japanese visitor warmly. On the 22nd of that sams
month he was able to attend the ceremony of Wuguf at Arafat, though he
was suffering from a fever and dizziness, and was bestowed with the honor
of becoming the first Hajji of Japan.

Before that day, on the l4th of December, he was granted an audience
with Sharif Husain ibn Ali. YAMAOKA wrote in his book above mentioned
his impressions of the sharif as follows:

"His Majesty the Imam seemed to be around sixty years old with plump
cheeks, silver bearded. His attitude was calm and majestic.... . Seeing
him, I thought to myself that if some drastie changes ever occurred in
the Ottoman Empire, just who would be able to rule over the whole land of
Arabia except this perzan?”

YAMAORA and his friend left Mecca on the 9th of January, 1910.

They joined a band of Tartar pilgrims and traveled to Medina. Their ar-
rival in Medina was on the 22nd of that month. In Medina also, he was
welcomed enthusiastically by the people. He once delivered a speech at
a meeting of its citizens. Shaikh Ibrahis translated it into Arabic.

From Medina, he went to Damascus by train. He was probably the only
Japanese to experience this trip by the famous Hijaz Railway. He returned
safely to Tokyo through Turkey and Siberia in Oetober of 1911, wrote a
book about his journey and published it in July of the next year.
His life after traveling to Arabia was wery eventful. We can trace
his career to a certain extent, but many periods still remain obscure.
Apart from the two works already mentioned above, he published at least
five other books the titles of which are as follows:
1. The Confidential Reports about My Travels Abroad. 296 p.
Published in Kanagawa pref. in 1922,

2. The Japanese Residents in South and Middle America. 435 p.
Pablished in Tokyo in 1922,

3. Two Great Mational Movements of Asia. —— Those of Muslims and
of Jewish People --. 515 p. Published in Osaka in 1928.

4. From Holy City to Holy City. 222 p. Published in Osaka in 1928.

5. Elood and Money. 452 p. Published in Osaka in 1936.

In addition to these, his lecture under the title: ™The Islamic countries
and the dajily life of Islamic peoples® was recorded and published in Tokyo
in 1926, together with the lectures of several other scholars. The title
of this bogk is: "From Persia to Turkey”.
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YAMAROKA's second long jourmey to Islamic countries began in December
of 1912 and lasted until February of 1920. He visited chiefly Moroceo,
#Algeria, Tunisia and Turkey. BHe also traveled through many countries in
South and Middle America.

The third long journey began in January of 1923 and lasted until
1927. He stayed chiefly in Cairo, Jerusalem, and Istanbul. In Istanbul
he was imprisoned on suspicion of being a military spy from Japan. He
spent about six months in jail, from December of 1927 to June of the pext
year. One of the informers who betrayed YAMAOKA to the Government of
Republican Turkey was, according to YAMAOKA, the very son of Shaikh Ibrahims,
his bosom friend. The real cause of his imprisonment is said to have been
that his Pan-Islamic activities were detested by some young republican
Turks.

After World War II, we found him in Tokyo as a penniless and forlorn
old man. He was wandering through the streets of Tokyo devastated by the
war. I still remember his pitiful figure, wearing worn-out garments and
worn-out shoes. Yet he himself was still proud and rather haughty.

In those days, from about 1946 to about 1949, the meeting for Islamic
studies was held almost monthly at the office of the Islamic Association

—123—



of Japan at Ekoda, Tokyp. YAMAOKA used to attend the meetings, and at
the beginning of the programme he did not offer a orayer to Allah Taala.
I remember that when T myself spoke about the Wahhab movement in Arabia,
YAMACKA stood up and praised the contents of my speech. He would always
sign at the top of the signature book for the participants of the meat-
ing, as Hajji Omar YAMROKA, in Arabic characters.

I also remember that he always carried an old canvas bag on his
shoulder. In that bag he treasured the manuscripts of his last works,
some of which were not published until his death, and others which still
remain unpublished today.

Around 1352 or 1953, YAMADKA disappeared from Tokyo. Hs left the
capital and we heard nothing of him for about the following ten years.
In 1360, Hajji Fujio KOMURA, present Imam of Osaka and the director of
the Islamic Center of Japan, contributed an article to a weekly news-
paper, published by Eashu NAGASE, strict Muslim. The article by KOMUIRA
was entitled: ~I visited the place of death of Shaikh Mitsutaro YAMADEA,
the precursor of the Islamic Circle of Japan®™,

According to KOMURA, Shaikh YAMAOKA was taken from a home for the
aged in Umeda, Osaka, to another one called "Fukusei-kan, in SARKAI City
on the i0th of April, 1954. There he died in September, 1959, at the
age of eighty years. His last wish was that his death should never be
informed to anyone.

He left after him several notehooks and manuscripts. Some of the
contents are as follows:

1. The Arab and Jewish Peoples in Palestine. 742 leaves.

2. The Decisive Proposal for the Settlement of the Palestine

FProblem. 450 leaves.
Hajji Omar YAMAOKA was rewarded neither with honor nor a gloricus title,
by his own country. But I believe his name will be remembered for a
long time, nay I dare to say, forever by those who wish to increase the
friendship betwsen the Tslamic and Japanese people.
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EARLY JAPANESE PILGRIMS TO MECCA

Kojrrw Nekamurn

FPOREWORD

1 intend to clarify in this paper what the early Japanese pilgrims
Eo Mecca saw and felt, how they were received in tha Holy Cities, and how
meaningful all these pilgrimages were to the relation between Japan and
the Arab and Muslim world. There have been some studies on this topic by
such scholars as Prof. Maejima Shinji, Mr. Tamura Hideji, former ambas-
sador to Saudi Arabia, Mr. Nakata Yoshinobu and others. And T do not
claim to be original in this paper. I just arrange the materials and
sources supplied and mentioned in thoss studies according to my own
interest.
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Overturning the Tokugawa ancient regime and its isolationist pelicy
in 1868, Japan set out to modernize the country under the strong leader-
ship of the centralized imperial government. In this process Japan grad-
ually tended to take the imperialistic and colomialistic policies toward
Korea, Taiwan, Mainland China, and other surrounding overses areas. Thus
she came into collision with two big countries of China and Russia.
Winning two wars -- the Sino-Japanese War (1894-95) and the Russn-Japa-
nese War (1904-05) —- the Japanese becams militarily more self-confident,
and nationalism was ever more enhanced. Helped by this militaristic
nationalism, the military men became more and more recalcitrant and in-
dependent in their activities in China and finally got out of control of
the central government. After the "Manchurian Incident® (1931) Japan
established her influence in the "independent” stats of Manchukuo.
Further stepping into the Japanese-Chinese War in 1337, Japan penetrated
even more deeply into the Chinese Mainland. She became all the Eore iso-—
lated internationally and rushed headlong into war with the United States
of America and other allied countries {1941-45) on the side of Nazi Ger-
many and Italy. 1In the meantime Japan was interested economically and
militarily in Southeast Asia, and occupied French Indo-China, the Philip~-
pine Islands, Shingapore, Java and others soon after the breakout of the
war.

Thus many Japanese went oversea and worked as military men, merchants,
businessmen, government officials, political organizers, intelligence
agents, speculators and others. Since many Muslims lived in those areas,
those Japanese inevitably became acguainted with Muslims, their life and
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religion. Some even went so far as to adopt the faith of Islam. Take for
example Ahmad Ariga Bunpachirc (1866-1946). He went to Indias in 1892 as

a businessman, and came to know Muslims in Bombay. Though being a Chris—
tian, he was so moved by the simple tenet of Islam and the faithfulness
and sincerity of the Muslims that he started learning the religion of
Islam. Some years later —- or toward the end of 1930's according to
ancther source -- he became converted to Islam. On retirement in 1913,

he devoted himself to propagating Islam, but he counted only seventy Muslim
converts by 1933. (In passing, Ariga later on translated the Qur'an into
Japanese in collaboration with Takahashi Goro in 1938. fThi= was the second
translation, the first being the one by Sakamoto Ken'ichi in 1920.)

So was ‘Umar Yamacka Mitsutaro (1B80-1959), the first Japanese pilgrim
to Mecca. Graduating from the Department of the Ruseian Language, Tokyo
Gaikokugo Gakko (Tokyo School of Foreign Languages, which has later become
the present Tokyo University for Foreign Studies), he went to the Mainland
and worked as an official interpreter for the army in Manchuria and Korea.
Back to Japan, he came to know "Abd al-Rashid Ibrahim who had struggled
for the independence of the Tartars and taken refuge in Japan on being
exiled by the Russian government. In 1909 Yamacka set out to make a pil-
grimage to Mecca with this Thrahim, while being not a Muslim. But it was
disclosed in Bombay that Yamaoka was a pagan. This gave rise to such a
commotion that he witnessed the Shahada on the spot and was given an in-
stant Islamic education by Ibrahim.

The same is true with Nur Muhammad Tanaka Ippei, who performed two
pilgrimages, one in 1924 and the other in 1934, and also with Nakao Hideo,
who accompanied Tanaka to Mecca in 1934. After learning the Chinese lan-
guage at Taiwan Kyokai Gakko (School of Association of Taiwan), which is
the present Takushoku University, Tanaka went to the Mainland and worked
as an interpreter and intelligence agent for the army. In the meantime
he got interested in Islam and the Muslims, and began to lsarn about them.
He finally became a Muslim in 1924, and set out to Mecea for the pilgrim-
age of the same year. On the other hand, Nakao had besn working for the
Japanese Embassy in Russia and Turkey for a long time, when he adopted
the faith of Isglam and got married to a Tartar woman.

Suzuki Tsuyoshi, who was later to play a major role in the Japanssa
pilgrimages to Mecca since 1935, went to Celebes at the age of twenty-four.
He was working in those Pacific areas, when he was converted to Islam.
During the wartime he was active as a political maneuverer and organizer
among the Muslim peoples.

It is true, of course, that there were many other Japanese Muslims
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who were proselytized in Japan like Ariga Bunpachiro and his Muslim fgl-
lowers. But it is noteworthy that most of the early eminent Japanese
Muslims first came into contact with the Muslims and were converted tg
Islam outside, or back to, Japan. This is even more peculiar in com-
parison with the traditional pattern of the Japanese adoption of foreign
religions: the missicnaries, Buddhist or Christian, first come to Japan
to propagate the religion and then follows the proselytizing of the Japa-
nese natives. The introduction of Islam into Japan, however, took a
different course. No Muslim missionaries came to Japan for the specific
purpose of propagating Islam. But rather the islamization of the Japa-
nese first btook place in the oversea lands.

This fact alsc appears peculiar even in the past long history of
Islam. There is, however, nothing new in reality, when we consider the
fact that the personal contacts and practical reasons have always been
significant in the islamization process in the past. I believe this has
something to do with the fact that Islam essentially does not have any
specific clerical orders and hierarchies.

- IT -

We do not know exactly how many Japanese were thus converted to
Isiam. But they were not many. From among those Muslim converts eight
groups of pilgrims were organized during the period 1909 - 1938. Six out
of them actually participated in the Hajj, but two of them failed. Yamacka
Mitsutaro is honored to be the first Japanese hajji, who journeyed to
Mecca with Ibrahim for the Hajj (December, 1909). Tanaka Ippei performed
the second pilgrimage (July, 1924) with a Chinese Muslim and the third
(March, 1934) with a Japanese Muslim. Between thosa twn pilgrimages, a
young Japanese, Koizumi Kota, tried alone to make a pilgrimage in 1929
by land through Central Asia, but he did not reach Mecca. Xoizumi had
studied Islam, Arabic, Turkish and Tartar for about a year under Qurban
‘Ali, a Bashkeer refugee, who was staying in those days at Yoyogi (Takya) .

The fourth group of pilgrimage was organized far the Hajj (March,
1935). The members were Suzuki Tsuyoshi, Hosokawa Susumu, Kori Shozo and
Yamamoto Taro. From this year onward the group was organized every year.
The pilgrims for the next year (1936) were Fori Shozo, Yamamoto Taro and
Ushara Aizan. Unfortunately they did not reach Mecca in time for the Hajj
because of the accident (Uehara committed suicide on the wayl. So the
fifth pilgrimage to Mecca (Pebruary, 1937) was completed by Suzuki Shozo,
Hosokawa Susumu and Enomoto Momotaro; and the sixth pilgrimage (February,
13318) by Suzuki Shozo and a Manchurian Muslim, Zhang Shi an ( 2% B % ).
This was the last Japanese pilgrimage before the War.

These pilgrims all suffered a great deal from the long voyage by
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sea, bad sanitory conditions, heat, unfamiliar climate and geographical
conditions, and others. Most of them were taken ill or met accidents on
the way or in Mecca. Now what did they see and feel in the Holy Cities
after soch hardships and sufferings?

Yamagka, who just became a Muslim on his way, did not feel at eass,
even though accompanied by Ibrahim and successfully admitted into Mecca,
until he met Murad, who was Ibrahim's compatriot and comrade in the strug-
gle for the Targar independence and had been staying in Mecca for a long
time. The Hijaz was still part of the Ottoman Empire, and the Sublime
Porte was propagating pan-Islamism to win aver the support of the Moclime
over the world. Therefore, the Ottoman consul-general at Bombay not only
issued for Yamacka an emtrance wisa instantly, but was so genercus as to
give a free passenger ticket for Jedda to a Muslim from an Asian country
which had recently won the war with Russia. Yamacka was enthusiastically
received in Mecca due to Ibrahim's propagation. He was not only given a
special favor of personal meeting and dining with the Hashimite Sherif
Husain, but was privileged even to see inside the Xa'ba. "It was the
greatest honor, " Yamaoka says, "for a humble subjsct of the Japanese
Empire." The news of this extraordinary treatment spread ismediately as
far as Constantinople and the world over. After the Hajj Yamaocka travel-
led to Medina and further to Damascus, where he was warmly welcome.
Thence he went to Constantinople by way of Beirut. Wherever he might go
in Turkey, he made "a big propagation for the Muslim awakening® and was
given an ovation. All these activities, however, made the Russian offi-
cials feel so suspicious about him that he was put under strict control
by the Russian police all the way back to Japan via Siberia. When Yamaoka
visited again Constantinople later on in 1924 scon after the Ottoman Sultan
was banished by the Kemalist Republican government, he was immediately
taken into custody on arrival as a Pan-Islamist, and ordered to guit the
country in 1927.

Tanaka Ippei entered Mecca for the first time in 1924 Since he
passed rather as a member of the Chinese pilgrimage, he did not receive
any particular welcome. He found Sherif Husain still proclaiming to be
the "FKing of the Arabs” in the Hijaz, though under the strong British in-
fluence. On his way to Mecca and in this Holy City, he also saw every-
where the domination of the Asians and Muslims by the Europeans, and
"discovered in this antagonism abundantly cbservable between the Whites
and the Muslims many materials to take into consideration when he would
think about the future of Asia.® When Tanaka visited Mecca ten years
later again in 1934, the Holy Cities were already under the rule of the
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King Ibn Sa'ud.

The members of the fourth group for the Hajj (March, 1935) were
Suzuki Tsuyoshi, Hosokawa Susumu and Kori Shozo. Yamamoto Tarc joined
them on the way in Afghanistan. Aalthough the Japanese pilgrims came to
be able to go off and back to Jedda by automobile by now, they suffered
from traffic accidents and wounds this year. At Jedda they met the ra-
presentatives of 250 Chinese pilgrims from Xin ji3ng Province ( F@E ),
and heard their denunciations of the Soviet policy toward the Muslims.
And they were “impressed with the pitiful conditions of the oppressed
people.”

They felt apprehensive and nervons at first in Mecca since they
knew that their recitations of Arabic formulas were still peculiar. But
once they came to be known as Japanese, they felt warmly welcome and
were invited to parties and meetings. In this pilgrimage they witnessed
Eing Ibn Sa'od being assaulted by the assassins while performing the last
Tawaf in the Haram. At the imperial audience at the valley of Mina the
next day, the Japanese pilgrims were given the special honor of staying
beside the King himself. They left Mecca about a week after they attended
"the International Holy Convention."™ The representatives of the pilgrims
of each country joined together for a meeting here and there at Mina.
They reported on the political, economic, social and other problems of
their own countries and criticized, yelled and appealed for the smanci-
pation and freedom of the oppressed peoples.

According to the report of the Japanese pilgrims, Arabia was flooded
with Japanese-made clothings and other goods of dajly use. They attrib-
uted the Arabs' patronage of Japanese goods not only to the low price,
but also to "the spiritual tie and intimacy the Arabs seem to have to-
ward Japan as a strong country of Asia.™

The Japanese participants in the Pilgrimage (February, 1937} for the
fifth time were Suzuki Tsuyoshi, Bosokawa Susumu, Enomoto Momotaro and
three others. At the imperial sudience at Mina on completion of the Hajj,
the King immediately reccognized Suzuki and Hosockawa and excited them by
giving the special greetings and the extraordinary favor of seating them
beside the King himself as before. Suzuki later says:

We felt highly honored and glorified in the presence of some
hundred representatives. This is due to the fact that we are
Japanese. But this should be ultimately attributed soly to the
virtue of the Imperial Majesty universally evident under the sun
and to the greatness of the Empire whose dignity covers the whole
world as the sunlight does. Remembering all this, we felt grate-
ful and were moved to tears.

= 39—



This wvery favorable treatment of the Japanese pilgrims by the Sa'udi
government had another aspect, namely, an economic one. They were invited
to mest again the Minister of Finance, Sulaiman. The Minister expressed in
this meeting the wish to establish the direct trading and commercial rela-
tions betweean Saudi Arabia and Japan, and made three proposals for this

puUrpose:

{1) To open an Arab-Japanese trading company under joint management at
Jedda,

{2) To establish an exhibition house to introduce and advertize Japanese
goods,

(3) To move the port of call for Japanese ships from Aden to Jedda.

The “"International Holy Convention™ of this year is reported in de-
tails. In the meeting of the Malays, for sxample, participated about a
hundred representatives of each Muslim country. Grand Mufti of Palestine,
Amin al-Husaini, was one of them. The report says:

The meeting began with the recitation of the Qur'an. Then several

representatives of the Malay pilgrims stood up and reported on the

political situation of the country, and appealed passionately for

the solidarity of all the Muslims in order to get rid of the im-

perialistic domination, and expressed their thanks to al-Ausaini,

an energetic leader of the anti-Jewish struggle in Palestine.

Some of them also referred to Japan and stressed her duty as the

leader of Asia to help the other Asian oppressed peocples to free

themselves and reach the goal of happiness and prosperity.

Then Prof. Ahmad al-"Arabi, the tutor of the Saudi princes, stood
up and recited his impromptu poem. Enomoto them rose up and reported
on the cerrent situvation of the Muslim activities in Japan. Ha re-
sponded to the Malaysian appeal for the Japanese leadership, saying that
Japan had proved that the Asians were never inferior, even if not supe-
rior, to the Whites, and that the Malays were, therefore, able to ac-
complish what the Japanese accomplished, and encouraged their efforts
for progress. Finally touching on the Japanese view of the Jews, he
concluded his speech by saying that Japan would not take side with the
Jews.

Next al-Husaini spoke out, encouraging the Malays by taking Japan
as an example. Then referring to the Palestinian anti-Jewish struggle,
he clarified its goals:

(1] Recovery of the lands unduly taken away for the Jewish immigrants.
(2) Prohibition of the further Jewish immigration.
{3) Self-government and independence of the Arabs in Palestine.

He concluded his speech by stressing that it was the duty of all the
Muslims regardless of nationality to defend the land of Palestine and
made a strong appeal to establish the all Muslim front for the anti-
Jewish campaign.

It was widely said that Amin al-Aosaini had been endeavoring since
1326 to hold the World Muslim Plenary Meeting at Mecca with a view teo
form a Pan-Islamic League of Muslim Natione and irritating the nerve of
the British government. The idea of this meeting, howewver, did not bear
fruits.

The Ethiopian pilgrims, reporting on the processes of the Italian-
Ethicpian War, praised the greatness of Mussolini and declared that
Ethiopia had just been born as a new Muslim state, In passing, Mussolini
obtained the support of the Muslims by proclaiming at the cutset of the
war, “I am the protector of Islam." BAnd he actually gave finaneial aids
for the comstruction of mosgues in the capital and for the pilgrimage to
Mecca .

Also noteworthy in this pilgrimage is the fact that General Ma Lin
{ EM ), former head of Ting h&i Province ( W% % ), and his group got
in touch with the Japanese pilgrims. Perhaps they discusssd in this
meeting the problem of the Japanese influence and support amcng the
Chinese Muslims, especially the warlords in North-West China. As a mat-
ter of fact, Suzuki promised to meet the General M3 again at Shangh3i
later en his return to Japan, but he could not carry out the promise be-
cause of the outbreak of war between Japan and China in 1937.

The sixth and last pilgrims, Suzuki Tsuyoshi and a Manchurian Muslim,
thang Shi an, set out for the Hajj (February, 1933). This time Suzuki
had to work hard in order to cbtain the entrance visa and other permis-
sions for his Manchurian partmer, since Manchukuo as a Japanese puppet
had not been recognized internationally after its "independence® in 1932.
Naturally the relation between Suzuki's group and the Chinese Moslime was
very cold and antagonistic due to the Japanese-Chinese War in 1937,

Certainly they received a special treatment by King Sa'ud at the
imperial avdience. But this pilgrimage did not seem to be a happy one
for the Japanese group. In fact, the Chiness Mission to the Near East
headed by Wing Zéng Shah ( £®# ) took the opportunity of the "Inter-
national Holy Convention" at Mina to strongly denounce the Japanese
aggressive policy in the following words:

Japan is & colonialistic state. She utilizes religion as an in-
strument for her esconomic aggression, and thus intends to colonize
the Muslim countries. Japanese are destroying many mosgues and
killing Muslims in China. *
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Against this claims, it is reported, Suzuki had to fight all alone ex-
plaining and defending the significance of the "Holy War™ of Japan.
- 11T -

The organizer and financial supporter of all thess Japanese pil-
grimages except the first one by Yamacka Mitsutaro was Wakabayashi Han.
According to his book, entitled "The Islamic World and Japan® (1937), he
once visited British India and realized that the Muslim policy of Japan
was very significant as a cornerstone for the Japanese hegemony in East
Asia. He further put ints practice his idea by sending his younger
brother to Northern China in 1914 to let him make acquaintance with the
Chinese Muslims in Ho nan ( 8§ ) in anticipation of the future Japanese
policy toward China. But his brother died there halfway in hi= mission
in 1923.

In the meantime, Wakabayashi went to Ting dio ( W& ) to mest
Tanaka to discuss his long-cherished idea about the importance of the
Muslim policy for the Japanese hegemony in East Asia. Wakabayashi suc-
cessfully persuaded Tanaka to work in collaboration with him. Thersupon
Tanaka decided to devote himself to the study of Islam and the Muslim
peoples. He finally became a Muslim himself in 1917 and set out for
a pilgrimage as we have mentioned before. "As a result of Mr. Tanaka's
pilgrimage, "™ Wakabayashi writes, "our knowledge of the Muslims and the
Muslim countries has been deepened and I am even more convinced of the
rightness of my view on the political and econemic importance of the
Muslim policy."

In 1933 Wakabayashi sent Tanaka again as a pilgrim with thres young
Muslims, but Tanaka died soon after he came back. Wakabayashi, there-
upon, decided to send the Japanese pilgrims to Mecca every year from
1934 onward, "under the support of various sections of Japan like the
Families of Mitsui, Mitsubishi, and Sumitomo, and the Union of the Japan
Spinning Industries, the Ewantung army, the South Manchurian Railway
Company, and others.”

Now what is the significance of "the Muslim policy”™ in view of
Wakabayashi? According to him, it lies in the plain fact that "the rise
and fall of the Islamic world and the Muslim lands is inseparably related
to the ups and downs of Asia and the Asian peoples.® Therefore, he says,
"it is peedless to emphasize how important Japan's Muslim policy is for
herself as the leader of Asia and the leading empire which takes it as
its main duty to establish world peace. This iz the very basis of the
proclamation of the benevolent imperial cause. "
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Wakabayashi further elaborates this point as follows:

Look! We sell a hundred and fifty millions yen of exparts to
putch Indonesia, but the Muslim natives are the main customers
who buy seventy percent of the exports. We sell two huondred
and fifty millions yen of exports to India, but the Muslims ars
the customers who buy a fourth of the exports. We have also
5ix millions of Muslim customers in Malay and the Philippine
Islands. Furthermore, do we not ses the Japanese-made goods
overflowing the wide market areas covering Afghanistan, Persia,
Middle Eastern countries, Central Asia, Arabia, Egypt and North
Africa? .... %= shall see later in the report of the pilgrims
to Mecca how favorably the Japanese goods are patronized in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia....

What we believe to be the most important about the Moslims
is their strong religious solidarity. This raligious tis comes
from their sincere religious faith which transcends the racial
and national ties. The Muslims are unrivalled in this strong
sense of brotherhood in the world.
This explains why their solidarity has such a great politi-
cal and economic influence.... The sense of religious solidarity
is that of the spiritual unity which supercedes any other prac-
tical interests and concerms. So if we channelize this solidarity
in our favor, we can easily win over to our side the masses of
three hundred and seventy millions of people. But if not, then
we have to confront a thousand millions of people as enemies.
Wakabayashi®s idea of “"the Muslim policy™ is very clear o us. T do
not think it necessary to elaborate it any further in my words. With
this grand scheme in mind, he organizad and sent the Japanese pilgrims
to Mecca, though he himself did not claim to be a Muslim as far as I
know.
CONCLOSION

I do not mean to say here in this paper that the faith of the
Japanese Muslims was after all pragmatical. On the comtrary, I am con-
vinced that they were sincere, at least subjectively, in their confes-
sion and sympathy toward the Muslim peoples oppressed by the Europeans.
Why, then, did not the sclidarity which was stressed to be wvery strong
abowve all other ties hold the Chinese and Japanese Muslims together
against the common enemy, as we have seen in the report on the last
pilgrimage scon after the Japanese-Chinese War in 19377 Is=n't it that
the religious tie was much stronger than any other ones since it was
spiritual? One of the answers to this guestion lies, 1 believe, in the
fact that the early Japanese Muslims were nationalists first of all,
and that they all devoted themselwes, even spiritually, to the cause of
the Japanese Emperor and Empire. Islam is, as Wakabayashi rightly
pointed out, essentially a religion which transcends states, nations,
castes and all other human systems and institutions, and criticizes them

according to its transcendent norm. The Japanese Emperor and Empire and
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its apparatus are no exception. But there =eemed to be no such agoniz-
ing spiritual conflicts between the religious ideal and nationalism in

those early Japanese Muslims as we saw in Uchimura ¥Xanzo, who criticized
as a Christian the Japanese militaristic policy. This is;, I assume, due

to the fact that they were nationalists first of all and understood Tslam

in this nationalist framework. That is the reason why they naively took
the Hajj as a good occasion to enhance national prestige, not vice versa.
Saying this, I most hurriedly add, in order not te be unfair to then,
another fact that Japanese knowledge of Islam was very limited. Iet me
point out the fact that we had only one unsatisfactory Japanese transla-
tion of the Qur'an, a secondhand translation from the European languages,
211 through this period in guestion.
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STUDES ON EGYPT'S LEGAL SYSTEM CONDUCTED BY
JAPANESE BUREAUCRATS IN THE EARLY MELJl ERA

San-chi Nakaoka

Immediately after the Meiji Restoration of 1868, the Meiji Govern—
ment launched into the adoption of the Western Legal system and institu-
tions, in order to reform the traditional system inherited from the Toku-
gawa feudal Government. In 1869, Japan was in the last stages of a ciwvil
war between the Meiji Govermment and the persistent pro-Tokugawa feudal
forces of northern Japan. The power of the Meiji Government had not yet
besn firmly established. Even so, the Governmment did its best, without
delay, to realize the independent status of Japan in international so-
ciety, de Facto and de jure, by the implanting of the Western legal s=ys-—
tem and institutions. HReflecting tha revolutionary atmosphere and sner-
gies which had prevailed since the end of the Tokugaws Era, the French
and then the English (and American] legal systems and their political
ideals were chosen as a models to be adopted. The Meliji Government had
the support of the nation in its first aim - to revise the Unegual Trea-
ties which had been concluded by the Tokugawa Government in 1858 and had
stirred up Japanese nationalist feslings.

In accordance with clear-cut diplomatic principles, in 1568 and
1369 the Meiji Government issued a circular sotice to Western powers,
declaring that Japan had a strong and nation-wide desire to revise or
abolish the Unegual Treaties. This proposal was, however, completely
ignored and ridiculed by Western powers. Therefore, in order to abolish
the Unegual Treaties, Japanese political leaders did their utmost to
establish Japan as an international power from the political, economie,
legal, and diplomatic points of view. In this connection, the real aim
of the Government in adopting the Western legal system and institutions
was to establish Japan as a power able to compete with Westarn powers,
or which was at least a superior power in the Far East. For instance,
Shimpei Eto (Minister of Justice in 1872-'73) hoped to force all for-
eigners staying in Japan to conform to the Japanese legal and jurisdic-
tion system by zbolishing the Unegual Treaties. 5. Eto organized the
Civil Law Compilation Committee in 1871, whose purpose was to implant
the French legal system in Japan. There was a clear-cut consciouns-
ness of, and nation-wide support for, the national target. The only
guestion was concerned with what means would be adopted to realize the
target.
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It is worthwhile mentioning here that, in the early Meiii Era,
there was an influential group of liberal and democratic thinkers even
inside the Government, although the main body of the Government held
tenaciously to despotic and ultra-nationalistic principles as being in-
dispensable for nationbuilding. Generally speaking, we may call the
former Minken-ha (Pecple's Rights Group) and the latter Eokken-ha
{Sovereign Rights Group). These two groups intermingled with each other,
inside and outside the Government. Part of the Minken-ha and Kokken-ha
insisted on complete abolition of the UDnegual Treaties, but another part
of the Minken-ha and Kokken-ha believed in compromising with Western
powers, which would require a partial and gradual revizion of the Unequal
Treaties. Jiyu Minken Undd (Freedom and People's Rights Movement) lasted
into the 1880's, although the movement rapidly declined in the 1890's.

It then tock the role of the opposition party, speaking out against the
Government's policy of making maximum concessions to the demands of
Western powers for keeping extraterritorial richts and the unegual tariff
system.

In line with the untiring efforts of the Government to implant a
Western legal system in Japan and to revise the Unequal Treaties, a keen
interest in Egypt's legal system appeared, and in particular with the
Mixed Courts of Egypt, an introduction of which was at the time under
negotiation between Egypt or Nubar Pasha and Western DOWEES .

The Government's concern with extraterritorial rights and the
Mixed Courts of Egypt was generated in arcordance with the advice of the
British Foreign Minister, Earl Granville when Vice-Premier Tomomi Iwakura
vieited England in 1872 with his suite of nearly 50 members. Many of
these members took a decisive role in negotiations regarding the Unequal
Treaties and later in the study of a mixed courts system. The Iwakura
Mission had wisited the USA in the previous year, and, under the pressure
of the Western powers, had almost giwen up on Immediately negotiating the
revision of the Unegual Treaties. In England, the British Foreign Min-
ister recommended to T. Iwakura that Japan should follow in the steps of
Turkey and Egypt regarding the transformation of extraterritorial rights
by negotiation. This seemed to be the first time that the Government had
heard of the existence of s mixed courts system. Iwakura immediately
ordered Gen-ichiro Fukuchi, Pirst Secretary of the Mission (who later be-
came a journalist and writer), to visit Istanbul to collect the necessary
information on a mixed courts system. G. Fukuchi failed to discuss this
matter with the Turkish Government, which was fully occupied with Turko-
Russian affairs, but he was able to see Nubar Pasha through an introduc-
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tion of the Russian Ambassador in Istanbul. G. Pukuchi's Beport on the
Mixed Courts System was submitted to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in
1873. FPukuchi concluded in his report that if we failed to abplish tha
Unequal Treaties and were forced to adopt a mixed courts system in the

hope of recovering our rights as a nation in future negotiations, we
would have to always keep in mind that our people were suffering from
these extraterritorial rights and consular jurisdiction, and we would
have to negotiate the revision of the Unequal Treaties for the happiness
of our people. In the same year the Translation of Consular Jurisdie-
fion in Turkey and Egypt was produced by the Translation Bureau of the
Cabinet Office. Rinsho Mitsukuri (later Under-Secretary of the Ministry
of Justice) was at the centre of the study on Egypt's legal system and
perhaps took a major role in this translation work. His book on Egyptian
Laws was published in 1878. Both of these men had once besn bursaucrats
in the Tokugawa Government, in the Bureau of Hesearch on Western Publica-
tions in which Mitsukuri served as a director, and had then served in the
Meiji GCovernment.

Japanese concern Egypt in general was not large, though it was not
negligible, in the early Meiji Era. Historically, up to the middle of
the M=iji Era, we can find several works on modern Egypt or works re-
ferring to modern Egypt produced cutside the Government, such as Yukichi
Fukuzawa's worke and Tokai-Sanshi's works. These works certainly ex-
pressed a guasi-sympathy for Egypt and the Egyptian people suppresssd by
tyrants and Western powers, but their main concern was always with the
persistent nationalistic desire to build an independent Japan.

The Government made an unigue study of Egypt's legal system in an
atmosphere of revolutionary, liberal and dsmocratic thought. The study
was indispensable for Japanese political leaders, who were either aiming
at a complete and immediate abolition of comsular jurisdiction and reform
of the tariff system or aiming at partial and gradual revision of them.
Important promoters of the study were Tomomi Iwakura, Taneomi Soejima
(Foreign Minister 1871-'73), Munenori Terajima [Foreign Minister 1B73-'7%9),
Kaoru Inoue (Foreign Minister 1873-'87), and Hirgbumi Ite (Minister of
Technology l873-"B0, and later Premier).

Under the encouragement of these important figures, young bureau-
crats such as R. Mitsukuri, G. Gukuchi, Takashi Hasegawa (later President
of the Tokyo Court of Appeal), and Takashi Hara (later Premier), did soss
splendid work in the 1870's-80"s on the Miwed Courts of Egypt. Some
foreign advisors employed by the Government, such as G. E. Du Bousguet,
G. B. Davidson, G. F. Verbeck, J. R. Boissgnade, also put much effort
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into the promotion of the study, but it was the Government which took
the initiative in instigating it and in making all final decisions.
For Japanese political leaders as well as young bureaucrats,
Egypt was a living lesson to them in their search for a way out of
Japan's subordinate status. They were very careful not to féllow in
the foot-steps of Egypt, in the course of adopting a Western legal
system and negotiating revision of the Unequal Treaties. Their main
concern was with the mixed courts system, or extraterritorial right in
Egypt, and not with the suppressed people of Egypt. Again T. Hasegawa
was sent to Egypt im 1885-'86, in order to get the advice of Nubar
Pasha on introducing mixed courts into Japan, in the face of British
and German proposals about revision of the Unequal Treaties. His Re-
port on the Mixed Courts of Egypt was submitted to the Minister of Jus-
tice in 1B87. Hasegawa was completely against an introduction of the

mixed courts system to Japan, and his opinion was based on his previous
long experience as a judge at the ¥Yokchama court. Hara's report on the
Mixed Courts of Egypt, published in 1889, came to almost the same con-
clusion. Let me guote a relevant passage from his report: "Introduction
of Mixed courts is not one step forward abolishing extraterritorial
rights. The Dual Control of Egyptian finance and the introdoction of
the Mixed Courts System into Egypt was incompatible with the soversignty
of Egypt's government... The rights of a nation, such as sovereign
power, independence and equality, can not be upheld by an empty theory.
Any nation would end up following the destiny of Egypt, unless she could
build up national strength...®

Both inside and outside the Government, three groups existed: the
first group was trying to introduce a mixed courts system into Japan,
with some amendment, in order to replace separate consular jurisdiction
with a2 unified mixed courts system, and differed from Egypt's in terms
of the right of appointment of foreign judges as well as the duration of
the system; the second group gave priority to the reform of the tariff
system rather than to abolition of consular jurisdiction. Ministers of
Foreign Affairs, from M. Terajima to K. Inous, were in the first group

and were supported by a limited circle. This group's goal of compromis—
ing with the Western powers' demands that revision of the Unegual Trea-
ties he kept to a minimum was always interrupted by the second group,
which was supported by the emerging Japanese bourgecisie, and by the
third group, composed of Kokken-ha and Minken-ha and supported by popu-

lar opposition groups both inside and outside the Government. M. Terajima

and E. Inocue failed to conclude a treaty with Western powers because of
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popular opposition from the Minken-ha and Kokken-ha, and both of them
were reshuffled. G. Pukuchi and R. Mitsukuri in their early years, and
T. Hara, were sympathetic to the Minken-ha.

French advisor G. E. Boissonade, for instance, recommended not in-
troeducing a mixed courts system into Japan. Boissonade said: "The judge
is the most important Government post.... and one should not give this
post to a foreigner.... The only one exceptional case in which this post

has been given to a foreigner is the Egyptian case. Egypt has been sub-
ordinated to Turkey and has not maintained an independent and free spir-
it, like Japan.... Bnd finally Egypt was occupied by Britain. I would
like recommend that Japan not follow the way of Egypt and not introduce
the mixed courts system. If she does, Japan will be despised by all
nations....". On the other hand, British advisor J. R. Davidson tried
to persuade Japan to adopt it, as a step toward abolishing it completely
in the future. In the initial stages of the introdoction of the Mixed
Courts system into Egypt France had taken the initiative, but, as a re-
sult of diplomatic manoevers against Britain, she seems shifted to being
reluctant o introduce it into Egypt, and thus the Mixed Court system
was established in Egypt in the absence of, and in anticipation of,
French approval. France was afraid of losing her legal and cultural
superiority in Egypt through internationalization of consular jurisdic-
tion. Britain expressed strong support for Nubar Pasha's programme after
1868, which aimed at replacing consular jurisdiction with a system of
mixed courts to excercise commercial and civil as well as general crimi-
nal jurisdiction. In the case of Japan, Britain had been eager to in-
troduce this system into Japan, but suddenly changed her attitpds to-
wards the issoe of extraterritorial rights in 18%4, and then took the
initistive in abolishing the Unegqual Treaties with Western pOowWers, s0
that she could make Japan an ally of Britain against the Russian menace
in the Par East.

Before 1834, the Government tried eagerly to adopt every aspect of
Western ciwvilization which would be helpful in the building of Japan
into a modern state, but in spite of pressure from Western powers, the
Government succeeded in refusing to introduce the mixed courts system
inte Japan and persisted in pushing for the complete abolition of ex-
traterritorial rights and for reform of the tariff system, in accordance
with international political changes. This was finally realized, first-
ly by the Anglo-Japanese Commercial and Navigation Treaty of 1834, which
abolished extraterritorial rights and re-established partial independsnce
over the tariff system. A completely independent tariff system was re-
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alized in 1911.

The Government's concern with Egypt as such was overshadowed by its
wvictory in the Sino-Japanese War of 1894-'95, in the midst of the first
industrial revolution in Japan. The Government's concern with Egypt, as
well as Tuni=ia, Algeria, Morocco, etc. was reinforced by shifting to a
different concern: to study British and French experiences of colonial
rule in the Arab world as a model for Japan's colonial rule in Taiwan
and Korea. Moreover, even in 1876, Japan acguired extraterritorial rights
in Korea through the Japanese-EKorean Amity Treaty of 1876, and then in
China through the Sino-Japanese Commercial and Mavigation Treaty of 1856.
Before the abolition of the Unegual Treaties, Japan had become a power
which excercised extraterritorial rights in Korea and China.

Japan finally succeeded in abolishing the Unegual Treaties in 1899,
as a result of the Anglo-Japanese Commercial Treaty of 18%4, and had the
honour of being the first state to do away with extraterritorial rights
and consular jurisdiction. However at the same time, Japan shifted to
being an imperialistic power, which demanded extraterritorial rights in
Forea and China. Japan became a gendarme of Britain in the Far East,
and Japanesse young bureaucrats lost their interest in Egypt, as I men-
tioned before, because this interest became useless for both the Govern-—
ment and themselves.

They were then concerned about the rights of the Japanese people,
and not the rights of Arab and Egyptian people, and about Japanese
sovereignty and not Egyptian sovereignty. Furthermoreé, we can say their
concern was mainly focussed on Japanese sovereignty rather than the
rights of the Japanese people, regardless of whether they belonged to
the Minken-ha or not.

In conclusion, I would like to thank Mrs. M. Fukushima for her help-
ful suggestions regarding my paper. Manuscripts and printed documents
produced by Japanese young bureaucrats in the early Meiji Era were col-
lected from the Cabinet Library, Library of the Ministry of Justice and
the Constitutional History Library in MNational Diet Library.
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SHIGETAKA SHIGA AND THE ARAB WORLD

Yoshere Mutuguch:

For more than the past twenty years I hawve been studying Middle
Eastern affairs, firstly as a permanent correspondent of a Japanese
newspaper statiomed in Cairo covering events from Morocco to Iran, and
thersafter as an editorial writer with the same newspaper. 1 take very
much pleasura, on this occasion, to present you with one of my studies
related to the subject of this symposium.

My study concerns a Japanese who travelled through Middle Eastern
countries more than fifty years ago, assigned to personally inspect the
oil situation there, in the interest of Japan's future. He is regardsd
as the first Japanese to have recognized the importance of oil in the
Middle East.

He was Shigetaka (called Juukoo) Shiga (1863-1927), originally a
famous geographer in modern Japan. In 1894, he published a book entitled
"Landscape of Japan® (Nihon Fukeron), one of his most important works and
a 'best seller® at that time, through which he raized the Japanese peo-
ple's traditional aesthetic consciousness to a2 more nation orientatad
level by the introduction of a new concept of modern geographical science.
e also travelled around the world three times, at a time when there were
no such commnication facilities as commercial planes. By doing this he
tried to expand the insular character of the Japanasge people into a more
intermationally-orientated one. In these two aresas his spirit of en-
lightenment was always constant.

When Shiga visited the Middle East in 1924, at his own expense, he
was already in his sixties. This action showed both his physical strength
and his sense of duty as a nationalist. However the trip was his last one
as he died three years later.

From the end of February, 1524, he travelled over the region for more
than a month. He visited Mascat, Bandar Abbas, Bahrain, Kuwait, Abadahn,
Khoramshahr, Baghdad, Damascus, Amman, and Tel Aviv. The record of this
trip is found in "Unknown Countries® (Shirarezaru-Kuniguni 1926), the last
book he published. The book contains many countries unknown to the Japa-—
nese at that time, covering not only the Middle East but Cuba, Brazil,
Chile, Mexico and South Africa, which today we call the Third World. The
author emphasized in the book the importance of studying Third Worid prob-
lems. Owver some forty percent of the book had been assigned to the Middle
East, making it clear to readers just how much importance the anthor placed
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on Middle Eastern affairs.

The book, as such, is unknown today becauss more than half a cen-
tury has elapsed since its publication. Nevertheless, we should re-
examine the significance of this book today, now that every Japanese is
aware that the future of Japan depends on the supply of Middls Eastern
oil.

Why did Shiga travel to the Middle East in 1924, giving all his
attention to the oil there, and when did he remark on the importance of
oil?

It was two years previous to this date, when he went on a trip to
the American continent. During this trip he noticed that real economic
power was switching from the iron industry to that of ¢il. Furthermore,
he saw that the age of "Iron is gold" had past and that the age of "0il
is gold®™ had arriwved. He wrote that a country where the supply of oil
is abundant becomes prosperous, while a country lacking in oil loses in
the competition. Then he posed the gquestion: What are Japan's oil poli-
tics? The issue of such politics was regarded as affecting the very ex-
istence of Japan.

From this stance he remarked on the possibilities of Middle Eastern
©il, and with the purpose of enlightening Japanese leaders and the public,
inspected Persia where the oil industry was developing, and Irag where
the Irag Petroleum Company was to be foundsd.

Through this trip he came to understand the causes of Arab national-
ism. Moreowver, seeing the existing state of things whereby big powers
werse struggling for oil concessions, Shiga, as a nationalist, was obliged
to regard the future of the Middle East in relation to that of Japan.

He remarked that these countries were being exploited by “"white" races,
and the resistance of "non-whites" against the despotism of “"white" races
would inewvitably result in a clash within a generation or two, more in-
tense than the recent Russian Revolution. He foresaw this happening west
of India, namely in today's Middle East, and appealed to Japanese to come
to the region and gain knowledge in preparation for the possible clash.

He expressed these ideas in talks with two particular Arabs. One
was Taimur b. Faysal Al Said, the Sultan of Oman and the other Yassin,

a younger man of twenty-eight years old, and a graduats of the American
University of Beirut.

Shiga's trip began from Mascat where he was granted an audience with
the Sultan. They exchanged views on Asian nationalism. The Sultan used
the word Arahistan, which appears to be the contemporary Arab Middle East,
and told Shiga that Arabistan belongsd to Asia, just as Japan did. TIn
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the same way that European matters are put in Europeans' hands, Asian
matters should be put in the hands of both of these Asian countries, he
said. Furthermore, the Sultan urged the Japaness to come to Arabistan
because there they could exchange goods, develop industry and establish
mutual friendly relations and in doing so, could reform and reconstruct
Arabistan to the mutual advantage and prosperity of both sides. Shiga
replied that he held the same views as the Sultan and promised the Sultan
that he would convey this message to the Japanese. This he did.

Following this, Shiga became acquainted with Yassin aboard a ship
from Bahrain to Basra. He lesarned of the Arab national character from
this youth and was told of the nationalism rising from Morocco to Persia
through Lybia, Egypt, Syria, Iraq and Turkey. Yassin expressed the opin-
ion that if Europeans were to continue with despotism over the people of
these countries, they could no longer endure it, and a clash betwsen the
East and the West would occur. He asked Shiga's opinion a= tp what would
be Japan's attitude in such a =ituation.

In the attempt to develop a Middle Eastern nationalism there would
inevitably be a clash between the East and the West, but just which side
would Japan support? Shiga realized the importance of this guestion,
posed to him not only by Yassin but by all the world, excepting the
Eurcpeans and the &mericans. Shiga's reply was as follows: in the hight
of such an event occurring Japan would be forced to risk its whole exist-
ence as a state, and if Japan were to support the West, it would lose the
sympathy of all "non-white®™ races, which make up two-thirds of the world
population. He spent several difficult years trying to clarify his
thoughts on whether Japan should side with the East or with the West.
Finally he begged ¥assin not to probe into the problem any further, but
rather, come up with a solution on KHis behalf.

The day following this reguest, Yassin told Shiga that he could ful-
ly identify with Shiga's words because he himself was in the same dilemma,
by this stage reacting as if he were actually Japanese. BHe said he
thought not only of what would be best for Japan but also what would be
best for the East. He ultimately said to Shiga that Japan should not
join the East which was lacking in sufficisnt weapons. Even if it had
weapons it could not do without financial power. And even if it had that
power, it could not do without science. “Until we get these thres, Japan
must not join us.™ Yassin's last words were blended with tears. Shiga,
perceiving him as a sincere nationalist, told him that Japan must defend
nothing but justice, not joining the West nor losing the sympathy of the
East. Also, he added that there would not be any other principle for
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Japanese diplomacy to be guided by but this one.

After recording the conversations with Yassin, Shiga took the
Mailun bus from Baghdad to cross the Syrian Desert, which had inaogurat-
ed as transportation service only six months previous to this. This
crossing was his second aim in taking the Middle Eastern trip, the first
being the inspection of the o0il conditions at the time. As a geographer,
Shiga was very proud at becoming the first Japanese to cross the desert
by this bus service. Moreover, his detailed record of the crossing was
valued as a precious document in the history of transportation between
Baghdad and Damascus.

Shiga then entersd the heart of the Arab Mashrig, visiting the main
cities of the area, one after another, from Damascus, Amman, Haifa,
Jerusalem and Tel Aviv. According to his observations, the center of the
world conflict had shifted from the Balkan to this area. Since the four
empires of Russia, Germamy, Austria-Hungary and Turkey had been destroyed
at the same time, problems in the Balkan offered nothing but research
material for historians, and the South Western part of Asia, namely the
Arab Mashrig, had come to replace the Balkan. Yet whilst the study of
this area was very popular both in Europe and in America, there was little
attention given to it in Japan, which was also a part of Asia.

Deploring this Japanese attitude, Shiga described the political sit-
uation from the declaration of war against Turkey by Hussein of Mecca who
was supported by British up to the dewnfall of his son, King Fay=al of
Syria by French troops, and the creation of Irag and Transjordan, through
to serious discords between the British and the French. Secondly, he
presanted the severe struggle between Hussein and Abdul-Aziz of Neijd.
Thirdly, he remarked on the rising of Syrian nationalism against French
domination, and finally, identified the sprout of the Arab-Israseli con-
flict after the Balfour Declaration.

"The Arabs want true independence®, Shiga wrote,® and dislike the
existence of Hejaz, Transjordan and Iraq which are founded by the British
who betrayed them. True independence means the achievement of an Arabia
without British influence. This explains why the Arabs get angry with
the Jews who are going to construct their state in Palestine with British
backing. Some ninety percent of the population in Palestine is occupied
by Arabs.®

Shiga described the Arabs as thinking in following way “"After the
Jews had abandoned Palestine two thousand years ago, we (Arabs] came here
and established our old homes. How can they possibly return here after
two thousand years absence and create a state under British political
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support and the subscriptions of Jewish richmen living in Europe and
America? Who can accept such an unreasonable proposal?®

He continued to follow Palestinian problems even after his return
to Japan, and in his book wrote on how Lord Balfour, when visiting
Palestine and Syria in 1925, met with big demonstrations organized by
the Arabs there. Thus Shiga became the first Japanese witness and re-

porter of the conflict in its still wvery first stages.
My persomal interpretation of Shigs is as follows. Throughout his

trip in the Middle East I could not detect any imperialistic tones in
Shiga's thinking. He was a nationalist but an anti-militarist. His
views werse very much based on a level of “give-and-take™, or mutual as—
sistance. Ignoring his appeals for Japan to establish its own oil policy
and co-operate with the Arab people in their development, cur imperial
government forcibly declared war against the big western powers to main-
tain its oil sopply route from South-East Asia.

Even today, more than thirty years after Japan's defeat, and when
our oil consumption is several hundred times greater than during Shiga's
time, Japan has still not established an o0il policy to meet with the eil
crisis. nor shown any sincere co-operation and participation with the Arab
people. Professor Hashem pointed this ocut to us all yesterday. The above
explains why Shiga's report of fifty years ago has still guite a usaful,
fresh impact on us.

In addition, I want to tell you of one anecdote om his trip. It
concerned a romance of the Sultan of Oman, Taimur Al Said.

In 1936, after abdicating and staying for a short time in Karachi,
the Sultan went to Japan and liwved his life as an exile in Eobhe. HNever
saw Shiga again, however, because of his death nearly ten years previous-
ly. During this year Taimur married a Japaness woman who bore him a
daughter, who in turn became the aunt of the actual Sultan of Oman, Gabus
b. Said b. Taimur. But with the oguthreak of the Second World War he was
obliged to leave Japan in 1940 and go to India. Taimur took anly the
child because her mother had died already, and he himself later died at
Bombay in 1965. The story does not end here, however. This princess,
who presently lives in Mascat, came to Japan in the autumn of 1978 for
the First time since she had left as a child. During her stay she visited
the grave of her dearest late mother which her father had constructed.

I would like to say, in closing, that Princess Buthaina b. Taimur is
the first, and very precious, fruit of the Arab-Japan dialogue officially
recorded up to this present day.
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CONCLUDING SPEECH
.gj‘.l:lf!l- jlufjimﬂ

Representing the Japan Committee I am wery much honoured and pleased
to be able to deliver the concluding speech here. 1 would like, first of
all, to express my cordial thanks to all the participants and guests at
this symposium. The two days of meetings between the Arab and Japanese
experts will prove to be, I beliewve, an important step in furthering cur
mutual understanding. We discussed many subjects of wide ranges and
scopes, and through them we gained a deep, academically based insight in-
to the economic, diplomatic, technological, cultural and historical rela-
tions between Japan and the Arab world. The subjects discussed here may
have been too many and varied to be fully examined over the two days of
meetings. However, our results were fruitful as much as they encouraged
even further mutual understanding of the Arab and Japanese civilizations
and cultures.

As the president of the symposium, I would like to have s=esan more
Japanese speakers present papers on subjects relating to the present
econcmic, technological, and diplomatic relations between Japan and the
Arab nations. This was the first symposium on Arab-Japan relations how-
ever, and T hope the second and the third symposiums will also be or-
ganized on similar lines to this one. Thank you very much for your kind
cooperation - for the financial support from the Japan Foundation and
the Toyota Foundation, and for the kind services rendered by the Arab
and Japanese liaison offices. T sincerely hope that we shall ses each
other in the near futore in a city of one of the Arab countries.

Thank you.
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CONCLUDING SPEECH

Fovad Hashewm Awad

Thank you Mr. Chairman. I was really wvery honoured to have baen
chosen to represent the Arabs as president of this symposium. We have
had two very useful days covering, as Prof. MAEJIMA mentioned, a wide
range of subjects on Arab-Japan relations and Moslem-Japan relations.
Thizs being the first Symposiom, the aim was to introduce many different
subjects to act as a starting point and to becoms familiar with certain
issuves of mutual interest to the two nations. I feel the Symposium has
been very successful in achiewing its aims. I am sure that we all are
anticipating even greater successes in our future cooperation with one
another=-year by year it gains a momentum which results in better under-
standing, and a better overall mutual relationship based on a2 firm
foundation fit to benefit both the Arab and the Japansss peoplss.

1 wish to take this opportunity to thank the Japan Matiomal Com-
mittee, the Japan Foundation, and the Institute of Developing Economies
far the careful planning of this Symposium to make it the true success
it was., I also wish to thank personally, Prof. MAEJIMA, Prof. ITAGAKI,
Dr. RARKADKA and Prof. MIKI for their conscientious efforts, my colleagues,
who offered papers, presented them very competently, and who also took
part in discussions to assure the success of this Symposium.

Finally, I wish to extend my thanks to the ladies and gentlemen who
gave us great moral support and helped ws with many fine details com-
cerning the Symposium. I am glad to say that Prof. MAEJIMA and the Japan
National Committee have graciously accepted our invitation to hold the
second symposium in one of the countries of the Arab world. This may
take place early next year, wvery probably in January. I thank you all
again, and hope this success will continue on for ever.
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